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Secretary 

Ann Pinder has asked to resign from the position of 
secretary at the 2018 AGM, so we are looking for 
someone to fill the post. I thank her very much for 
all her work on our behalf during the past few years. 
The duties involve preparing notices for the four 
committee meetings each year and taking the 
minutes there. The applicant needs to have a basic 
computer-literacy, but nothing complicated! We 
would be pleased to hear from anyone willing to do 
this.  

Society Meetings 2018-19 

3 October 2018. AGM, followed by a programme 
of short films of Snodland and district of the 1960s, 
made by Denis Anstey. 

7 November 2018. We are delighted to welcome Dr 
Gerald Cramp, President of the Kent Archaeological 
Society, who will give a presentation entitled 
“Ordnance Survey Maps centered on Snodland from 
1801 to WW2” He will first give a presentation on 
the pre-war 1-inch, 6-inch and 25inch maps of the 
area and after that we will look at some examples of 
each, including maps from our own collection in the 
museum. 

5 December 2018. The usual annual look at any 
new pictures that we have been able to add to our 
collection. 

6 February 2019. David Carder will give another of 
his excellent talks, this time on ‘Historic Kentish 

Industries: cloth, iron, gunpowder, paper 

6 March 2019. Jeremy Clarke has kindly ac-
cepted our invitation to give his lecture on 
“Portraits, Prints and the Picturesque: Visual 
Art from the Guildhall Museum, Rochester” 
where there is a rich collection of varied materi-
al. 

3 April 2019. To be arranged 

1 May 2019. To be arranged. 

Various news items 

Our Society has belonged to The Friends of 
Medway Archives [FOMA] since that group 
was formed in 2006—we were actually the first 
society to do so. My initial reason for recom-
mending membership  was, that although we 
are actually outside the Medway Unitary Au-
thority, our parish archives are held there, so it 
deserved our support. I’m sure too that many of 
you tracing family history will be enormously 
grateful for the on-line scans of the church reg-
isters, not only of Snodland, but of all the Roch-
ester diocese parishes, which can be viewed via 
Cityark, and of the wonderful local pictures of 
the Couchman. Collection. Copies of the quar-
terly journal The Clock Tower are kept at our 
Museum and this contains a wide variety of ar-
ticles of local interest. The FOMS web-site is 
www.foma-lsc.org where there is also a com-
prehensive index of Medway men involved in 
the First World War. 

In addition FOMA holds four talks during the 
year at All Saints Parish Hall, Church Green, 
Frindsbury ME2 3HE; these start at 7-30 pm. I 
have received the following letter from the 



Chairman: 

‘Following a point raised at our recent FOMA com-
mittee meeting it was confirmed that individual 
members of societies that have taken out FOMA So-
ciety Membership can attend FOMA talks at the re-
duced rate of £3.00 as paid by FOMA members. 
However, to help who ever is on the door at our 
talks, could your members please bring their mem-
bership evidence for your society in order to get the 
reduced rate.’ 

I can provide a slip confirming your membership of 
SHS. The FOMA programme for 2018-19 is current-
ly as follows: 

Tuesday 11th September 

Brian Portway: Building the Basins. A look at the 
work being uncovered by the St Mary’s Island Histo-
ry group as they research the Victorian Dockyard. 

Saturday 27th October 

Quiz night. Booking required. Tables of 6; our main 
fundraising event.  

Tuesday 13th November: topic to be confirmed 

Tuesday 12th March 

Elaine Gardner: Medway’s Remarkable Women. 
Hove you heard of Mary Ross? Anne Pratt: Evelyn 
Dunbar? Find out what they and other Medway 
women have achieved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * 

Many thanks to all who have returned the Gen-
eral Data Protection Regulation forms which 
were issued at our last meeting and which were 
also sent out to those subscribing via e-mail. I 
will deliver the remaining forms to those who 
receive the Newsletters by post or by home deliv-
ery as part of the mailing of this issue and the 
AGM material. 

The burned leaf from a 15th century book found 
at All Saints in November has now been con-
served and flattened out. No-one has yet been 
able to say precisely what it says—the Latin is 
very abbreviated making it extremely difficult to 
read the words—but it has been lodged at Roch-
ester Cathedral, which has the facilities to look 
after it and where it is hoped it can be displayed 
from time to time. 

* * * * * 

Although the Inn sign formerly hanging at the 
front of The Bull seems to have been stolen, the 
Museum has received the large painted sign for-
merly on the north side of the building and a long 
thin one with ‘The Bull’. We happily donated 
another sign with just text to Alexander, the bar-
ber, who now has it as part of his shop display. 

By the time you read this you will find that an-
other Snodland landmark is undergoing change. I 
met Tom Falconer of Claremont Corvette the 
other day and he told me work on making the 



front part of the former Methodist church into four 
flats was then about to start. It is planned that the 
left and right upper windows  and the two carved 
roses below them will be restored, which is pleas-
ing to hear, so a little more of the church will be 
revealed again.. 

We have an old picture of the church from a 
‘Circuit Plan’ of the Methodist Maidstone circuit of 
1936. Quality is not good, but it shows  the church 
better than the only other photo of it I know—made 
by the WI in 1955. 

* * * * *  

I extend my warmest thanks to Bob Coomber who 
has willingly and devotedly manned the museum 
on most Wednesdays for a great number of years. 
With his own lengthy experience of life in the town 
he has been able to help many visitors as they re-
search their own families, or reminisce about how 
the place was when they were young. I would like 
to build a small team able to man the museum on 
Wednesdays, ideally on a rota. Currently Valerie 
Brown and Veronica Tumber share the duties with 
me, and I am most grateful to them for doing so. If 
another couple of people can be added to the list 
that would be very helpful and would mean we 
could aim for something like a monthly rota. It is 
not an arduous task—and visitors are certainly not 
guaranteed to appear every week—but the Town 
Council puts a good deal of effort and money into 
the place and we are very lucky to have it. We have 
built up a comprehensive collection of material 
which means we can often help visitors with their 
queries. Although the museum is open from 2 pm 
to 5 pm, we usually close around 4 pm on Wednes-
days if visitors have come and gone (and I can 
steward for the last hour if they are still there).  

* * * * * 

Bob Chown and his wife recently visited us from 
Canterbury to present us with a fine copy of a book 
he has written about his father-in-law’s service in 
WWII: Private Preston’s War. John William Pres-
ton (1919-1996) was a Snodland man, first living 
on Constitution Hill. He worked at Townsend 
Hook’s, but joined a Territorial unit of the Royal 
West Kent’s in 1935 (lying about his age to do so). 
This met at the Drill Hall in Lee Road and Bob was 
able to trace some of the activities there in the 
Queen’s Own Gazette. When war arrived John 

joined up and after a period guarding radio masts 
on the Hoo peninsula was sent to France with D 
company of the 6th Battalion. His service there 
was very short because he was captured on 22 
May 1940 and spent the rest of his time as a pris-
oner of wat.  Bob gives an excellent account of 
what tis entailed and the book has many interest-
ing photographs of all kinds. He also told me that 
he has transcribed about 15,000 records of the 
RWK and these are freely available on-line on the 
Woodchurch  (Kent) Ancestry Group. 

* * * * * 

I have been looking at the file of ‘memories’ 
which various people have given to us and was 
struck that many of them concern the war years 
1939-35. So I will hope to put these all together 
into a pamphlet, since they provide a very vivid 
account of Snodland at the time. With a little 
modification and editing, they will supplement 
our pamphlet no. 15. There are memories from 
Mabel Fawcett, Ernie Hawkes (Paddlesworth), 
Albert and Iris Tobin, John Hayes (Jerry’s dad), 
and Mary Smith (nee Robinson) 

* * * * * 

Ron Martin of the West Malling Society contin-
ues to transcribe and provide helpful information 
about local people and he has kindly sent us de-
tails of early Snodland policemen. Here is Wil-
liam Dossett, policeman in Snodland between 
1905 and 1909. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The late Ted Gowers, Halling historian, passed sev-
eral items to our Museum, but a few others reached 
us later from a Halling lady to whom he had given 
various items relating to that parish. One of these 
was the parish Vestry Book 1853-1903, which also 
includes the names of Halling recipients for John 
May’s Great Coat charity to 1917.. I felt that this 
should go with the other Halling records at the 
Medway Archives Centre and so have now taken it 
there—and they are very pleased to have it, since 
they had nothing similar for the parish before 1931. 
I have photographed the document, so we have a 
copy too. Many of the entries are just concerned 
with the annual elections of the parish officers, but 
one interesting item concerns the creation of the 
Water Company: 

At a Vestry Meeting held in the Parish Room of 
Halling on the 9th day of January 1888  

It was moved by Mr Thos Lingham and seconded 
by Mr Thomas Weekes 

That the consent of the Vestry be and is hereby giv-
en to the divisional Order now pending before the 
Board of Trade by which it is proposed to authorize 
the construction and maintenance of Waterworks 
and the supply of water in the Parishes or places of 
Snodland, East Malling, West Malling, Halling, 
Birling. Ditton, Addington, Leybourne, Ryarsh and 
Offham in the County of Kent. 

And upon being put to the meeting subject to the 
following conditions, being annexed, viz 

1. That provision be made for the supply of wa-
ter to be always continuous. 

2. That the supply of water by meter should be 

at the maximum rate of 1/- per 1000 
Gallons. 

3. That the quantity of water to be 
raised shall not fall below the rate of 
20 Gallons per head of the popula-
tion per day. 

The motion was carried unanimous-
ly. 

———————— 

It was moved by Mr G. K. Anderson 
and seconded by Mr T. Hollands 

That the consent of this Vestry be 
and the same is hereby given to the application to 
the Board of Trade by C. Townsend Hook & Co 
Limited under the gas and waterworks facilities 
Act 1870 for the Draft Provisional Order as de-
posited with the Board of Trade. 

And upon being put to the Meeting the motion 
was carried unanimously 

J. A Anderson. Chairman 
T. Hollands 
F. Goldsmith 
T. Lingham 
Thos. Weekes 
 
G. K. Anderson 
H. W. Anderson 
 
The works were constructed by 1890 and initially 
comprised a Well, Engines, Boiler, Pump and 
Pump House, and a Reservoir. It was not until 
1898 that the Mid Kent Water Act was incorpo-
rated, with Royal Assent on 12th August that 
year. Twelve parishes were now covered: Hal-
ling, Addington, Aylesford, Birling, Burham, Dit-
ton, East Malling, Leybourne, Ryarsh, Snodland, 
West Malling and Wouldham. 
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I’m very pleased to announce that Mrs Valerie 

Brown has agreed to become our new Secre-

tary:  6 Studley Crescent, New Barn, Kent 

DA3 7JL 

E-mail: Valerie@valbrown.11.plus.com 

Subscriptions 

Subscriptions for 2918-19 are now due and 

should be paid before February 2018, other-

wise membership will lapse. They should be 

sent to Mrs Brenda Ashbee, 214, Malling 

Road, Snodland, Kent, ME6 5EQ, or paid at 

one of the meetings. Single subscriptions are 

£7.50 and joint subscriptions £10.00 a year. 

Society Meetings 2019 

6 February 2019. David Carder will give an-

other of his excellent talks, this time on the 

Wealden Iron Industry. This is significant for 

Snodland because the iron was transported 

here by barge for the ‘Cannon Boring Factory’ 

before the finished articles (and cannon balls?) 

were sent on to the dockyard at Chatham. 

6 March 2019. Jeremy Clarke has kindly ac-

cepted our invitation to give his lecture on 

“Portraits, Prints and the Picturesque: Visual 

Art from the Guildhall Museum, Rochester” 

where there is a rich collection of varied mate-

rial. 

3 April 2019. I am hoping that Jacob Scott, 

director of the Rochester Cathedral Research 

Guild will be able to come to share some of the 

amazing discoveries that have recently been 

made about the building. (To be confirmed) 

1 May 2019. Having been asked to speak at the 

Library on the First World War, I have pre-

pared a talk which particularly focusses on the 

six months September 1918 to February 1919, 

so will repeat that for the Society 

All Saints Church 

A conservator has examined the old chest 

(which is now standing on a new plinth) and 

has reported that it is generally in good shape, 

although some repair work is needed for the 

base. We took the opportunity to enquire abut 

getting a dendrochronological report on the 

wood, both for this and for the two mediaeval 

benches, all of which seem to have been made 

out of earlier doors. The estimated cost is £540, 

considerably less than I expected, and I think is 

the kind of sum we could aim to raise if we can 

also obtain a grant or grants. If dendrochronol-

ogy is not possible the call-out fee would be 

£150. This will be explored further. 

In September the Diocesan Advisory Commit-

tee rejected all three proposals submitted to 

them regarding our memorials. But it has now 

been agreed that the War Memorial will move 

to a position left of the entrance, rather than the  

present site in the SW corner. They will not 

allow any nearby copy of the text on Wag-

horn’s memorial to be in resin or a similar ma-
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material, but require 

the actual stone to 

be re-cut. This 

would be expensive 

and so the idea will 

go into abeyance, at 

least for now. A 

suggestion has been 

made by your com-

mittee to paint the 

text, which we will 

investigate, but the 

likelihood is that 

this would not be 

allowed on such a 

historic stone. The 

DAC rejected any idea of a memorial to Charles 

Spackman Barker since they regarded him as 

relatively ‘unimportant’, but I felt this was un-

true, so enlisted the help of friends and col-

leagues who were experts in the field of organ 

building and playing. I’m pleased to say that all 

responded promptly and enthusiastically to my 

plea, so we have submitted a new application, 

together with some of their supporting letters. 

We await a response. 

I have asked Medway Archives for permission 

to photograph the earliest surviving church-

wardens’ records (1769-1829), and hope to do 

this before too long. 

Postcards to seek 

At the December meeting my survey of the lat-

est postcards we have been able to add to our 

collection as usual included many by Ham-

brook. Of the 370 cards by him in the numbered 

series ’H Bros S 1001 to 1370 we now lack only 

the following 59 cards (and of course we don’t 

know what their subjects are): 1003; 1011; 

1015; 1026; 1029-33; 1051; 1055-6; 1058; 

1060; 1087; 1095-6; 1119-21; 1125-6; 1128-30; 

1138; 1140; 1157; 1160-1; 1164; 1166; 1187; 

1204; 1207; 1212; 1218; 1227; 1231; 1234; 

1249-51;  1281; 1285; 1287-8; 1292; 1298-9; 

1301-2; 1311; 1314; 1320; 1332-3; 1337; 1344; 

1346; 1353; 1366; 1368 

Another photographer I featured in my show 

was Archie Lee Jones, a newsagent from Hal-

ling. His pictures all date from the 1920s. 

The captions are all in capital letters with 

numbers (that we know of) between 1596 and 

1631, some marked ‘Jones Series’.. 1596-

1609 are of Halling, 1610-11 of Cuxton, 

1612-1626> of Snodland and Paddlesworth, 

and <1627-1631 of Birling. Please look out 

for Nos. 1598, 1602, 1604-5, 1608, 1614-15, 

1617-8, 1620-1, 1623, 1627-8. Two of these 

appear in a multiple-image of Snodland 

(shown here) and are the two at the top, left 

and right. We have the other three. 

Pamphlet about Snodland in the 

Second World War 

I have ‘completed’ a pamphlet about 

Snodland during the time of the Second 

World War. This will contain a list of casual-

ties and such photos and details as we have 

found or been given by relatives, together 

with numerous memories of that time in the 

village by some who lived through it. The 

latter combine a reprint of those which were 

given to Town Talk in 2008-9 and other long-

er reminiscences which we have at the Muse-

um. As with our World War I pamphlet we 

will hope to add new material as it is found 

or acquired. 
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Meeting 

1 May 2019. A repeat of a talk I gave at the Library 

in November 2018 to mark the centenary of the end 

of the First World War, It particularly focusses on 

the six months September 1918 to February 1919. 

Link with Halling Historical Society 

At the end of January I was contacted by Philip 

Badman, Secretary of the Halling Historical 

Society,  with a view to establishing better 

communication between our two societies. This is 

of course an excellent idea and we will aim to 

exchange details of our programmes. I will send 

Philip a copy of our Newsletters and we will hope 

to publish their activities in those and at meetings. 

They meet at the Jubilee Hall, Browndens Road, 

Upper Halling ME2 1JH at 7-30 pm.  Visitors 

£2.50 + 50p refreshments. 

Philip Badman, tel. 07754-616210; e-mail: 

hallinghistorical@gmail.com 

Bob Ratcliffe and Richard Filmer 

Members will be saddened to learn of the deaths of 

two speakers who have given wonderful talks to us 

in the past. You will probably remember Richard 

Filmer was suffering from cancer when he last 

came and it claimed him a few months later. Bob 

was a member of so many societies in Medway, 

especially the City of Rochester Society, of which 

he was president, but his great love was in 

transport, especially railways. His friend Robert 

Flood plans to complete Bob’s book on the 

Railways of Rochester, so we will look forward to 

that. He was a founder member of the Friends of 

Medway Archives, and their journal The Clock 

Tower (February 2019) has an obituary and several 

other tributes to him. A copy is held at the 

Museum.  

World War II pamphlet 

I have at last put together a pamphlet about 

Snodland during the Second World War: 

Memorials and Memories of Snodland in Word 

War II  (1939-1945) [A4 size, £3]. It will grow as 

more information comes to light, but at the moment 

contains the following sections: 

Pp. 1-17 List of casualties with photos and other 

information (often contributed by family members) 

Pp. 18-21.Miscellany including notices of prisoners 

of war, and contemporary newspaper account of the  

land mine on the gas works and of George May’s 

George Medal. 

Pp. 22-52. Memories of Snodland in WWII. Many 

of these were printed in Town Talk in 2008-9, but 

other longer ones are kept at the museum. 

I was contacted recently by the War Generation 

Project (www.wargen.org), founded by Dan Snow 

and James Holland.  They write:   

We’re creating a crowd-sourced online repository 
of oral-history from the people who lived through 
World War 2 and we are asking you to help us. We 
are looking for individuals willing to join our 
volunteer team as interviewers and to go out into 
your local communities and record these important 
stories of a fast disappearing generation or to let us 
know if they have a family member or friend or 
even know of someone who they believe would like 
to have their stories recorded.  Please check out the 
website for the interviews that have already been 
carried out the length and breadth of the country. 

I have sent them a copy of this pamphlet, which 

they gratefully acknowledged, but if anyone is able 



Foundling  Hospital 

In 2016 the last concert of our Choral Society was 

devoted to a performance of Handel’s Messiah, a 

work which he performed annually to provide 

money to support the Foundling Hospital in 

London. The present Foundation, which continues 

the Hospital’s work, seemed to the Choral Society a 

particularly suitable place to support with the 

concert proceeds, which it did. I was recently 

contacted by Gary and Elaine Munday (and they 

visited the Museum at the beginning of March). 

Although they live in London now, Gary spent his 

early years in Snodland (Orchard Way), so knows 

the place well, and Elaine is a volunteer at the 

Foundling Museum in London. She has recently 

begun researching the foundlings which were sent 

to our area for nursing in the mid-eighteenth 

century and this promises to be a very exciting 

project. We have known about some of the 

Snodland babies, because they sadly died and so 

appear in the burial register together with their 

Foundling numbers. However, Elaine is able to 

search the original records to find the names of the 

local women who nursed them and other useful 

information. It is clear that the relatively few 

register entries with numbers that we have known 

about are the tip of a substantial iceberg and that in 

due course it should be possible to build up an 

extended file of foundlings and families. I had not 

realised the extent of the enterprise and how it was 

organised. It seems that parishes nationwide were 

involved in the scheme and there were local 

supervisors for each area. Our supervisor was the 

Rector of Wouldham, Anthony Dennis (1695-1775) 

- who incidentally was married in All Saints, 

Snodland, in 1736. So, although we knew names of 

some foundlings in Snodland and Birling because 

of the burials, it would appear that many other 

parishes were also involved and all will have much 

to contribute to the overall picture. 

Barker memorial 

As an organist I have of course been particularly 

keen to pursue the idea of a memorial to Charles 

Spackman Barker at Snodland, so I apologise if it 

seems a pet project of no great significance. It is 

true that his name was unknown to me when I first 

found it in the All Saints burial register, but the 

more I have investigated him the more I have come 

to realise that he is an extremely important figure in 

the development of organ building and that it is up 

to us to ensure that he is commemorated in some 

way in the church. Our first application to the 

Diocesan Advisory Committee was rejected out of 

hand, since in their view too he was not significant. 

But I was in the fortunate position of knowing some 

very eminent organists and organ builders who 

were able to write glowing testimonials on Barker’s 

behalf, and a selection of these was submitted in a 

new application in November. I am very pleased to 

say that the DAC has now (March) agreed that a 

memorial to Barker can be placed in All Saints 

church. There are still matters to sort out—the DAC 

is not happy with our using the picture of Barker’s 

organ which he built for the Great Exhibition of 

1851, because the instrument is now in France!– but 

the main hurdle has been jumped and hopefully we 

will find a way forward. Three splendid articles 

about Barker have been written by Philippe 

d’Anchald  and published in the Journal of the 

British Institute of Organ Studies (1909, 1917 and 

1918) and from his work (and with his approval) I 

have written a pamphlet about Barker so that there 

will be something available about him at the church 

and museum (£2). Barker’s importance is that he 

invented what he called a ‘lever’ to solve a problem 

which arose around 1830. Organs were increasing 

in size, and with keyboards coupled the action had 

simply become too heavy to play. His device 

enabled a light touch to be restored and in later 

years he was also to adapt it further through 

electrical cables. The most famous French organ 

builder of his day was Aristide Cavaillé-Coll and he 

used Barker’s ‘lever’ in all his instruments. I have 

just been asked to send my pamphlet to the 

Association Aristide Cavaillé-Coll and if you go to 

www.cavaille-coll.fr/videos/ you can see and hear 

examples of magnificent  instruments which were 

built using Barker’s device.  

Waghorn 

You may remember that after my book about 

Waghorn was published in 2016 I received an e-

mail from Andrew Buttrey saying that he had found  

a pocket diary belonging to Waghorn whilst 

clearing out his late father’s office. He sent images 

of all the entries, but now he and his sister Fiona 

have very kindly presented the diary to us and it is 

on show in the museum. I am currently also in 

contact with Brian Waghorn in New Zealand, who 



has an intriguing mystery to solve. He writes:’I (as 

was my brother-in-law Ted Stock) am still 

searching to see if my Gt Grandfather (Thomas 

Waghorn b.1842 Deptford) was given (or bought) 

TFW log books, glove & sword or was given them 

as a relative. His Father (Thomas Waghorn) was a 

seaman from Sheerness and may have passed them 

on. My Grandmother told me in 1949 that she had 

seen them when her husband (Thomas Waghorn) 

took her to meet his father in 1890. I am still 

struggling to find the relationship between us if 

any.’ Around 2000 the late Ted Stock kindly gave 

us copies of documents he had found during 

research, and mentioned this same story, so maybe 

one day the artefacts will re-emerge. 

Dickens burial  

I am spending a lot of time researching the choir 

members of Rochester Cathedral, and in the course 

of looking for newspaper references to them I came 

across this account of preparations for the burial of 

Charles Dickens. I knew his wish to be buried at 

Rochester had been over-ruled in favour of 

Westminster Abbey, but had not realised quite how 

far events at Rochester had progressed. It makes 

fascinating reading. 

The Chatham News and North Kent Spectator, 18 

June 1870: 

Particulars as to the proposed interment of Charles 

Dickens at Rochester. We understand that on 

Saturday [11 June] application was made to the 

Home Secretary to bury deceased (as had been his 

express wish) under the Castle Wall, in the St. 

Nicholas Burial-Ground. Answer was given that no 

new vault could be made; but the remains mght be 

placed in one already erected; and on Sunday 

James Edwards, Esq., placed his vault at the 

disposal of the Dickens’ family. On Saturday 

Archdeacon Grant offered Rochester Cathedral, and 

was visited by Mr. C. Dickens, jun., at Aylesford, 

to talk the matter over; and on the following day 

(late in the evening) the family decided to bury the 

deceased at Shorne, as thy feared he could not be 

buried privately at Rochester Cathedral; but on the 

Archdeacon writing to them to assure them that 

everything should be strictly private, the family on 

Monday, through Mr. Homan, consented to the 

burial taking place in the Cathedral at noon on 

Tuesday. On Sunday night at 11 o’clock the 

Archdeacon sent for Mr. C. B. Foord, telling him 

what had taken place, and desiring him to see Mr. 

Homan early the next morning, and if Mr. 

Dickens’s family had accepted his offer, he (Mr. 

Foord) was in the quickest possible time to build a 

substantial brick grave, paving the bottom with 

ornamental tiles, &c., and have all ready by 

Tuesday morning. Mr. Foord, having 

communicated with Mr. Homan on Monday 

morning, and finding the offer had been accepted, 

commenced the work immediately after morning 

service, Mr. Homan proceeding to London to 

obtain the consent of the Secretary of State. This 

could not be obtained; and the family having been 

pressed to allow the remains of Mr. Dickens to be 

taken to Westminster Abbey, gave their consent on 

Monday afternoon. Mr. Homan then telegraphed to 

Mr. Foord. Upon this Mr. F. communicated with 

the Archdeacon, who directed that the grave should 

be completed, still trusting that something might 

transpire whereby the remains might be brough to 

this appropriate resting place.. These, we believ, are 

the simple facts of the case; and Rochester has to 

lament its loss. 

Later in the same newspaper is another account: 

The mortal remains of Charles Dickens repose in a 

fitting resting place—Westminster Abbey. It was 

reported that the deceased had wished his body to 

be interred in some place near where he died. But it 

is now stated that though in his will he required a 

funeral without any pomp or a vast assembly of 

people, he did not indicate any particular burial-

place for his remains. It was reported that the 

deceased had expressed a wish to be buried in that 

part of the St. Nicholas burial-ground, Rochester, 

immediately beneath Rochester Castle wall. It is 

said that an application was accordingly made, on 

Saturday, to the Home Secretary, for permission for 

the ground in question to be opened to receive the 

remains of Mr. Dickens, but the Home Secretary 

regretted he had no power to comply with the 

application, Mr. Dickens not being a parishioner of 

St. Nicholas. It is stated that it was then wished that 

the funeral should take place in Cobham 

churchyard; but here again a difficulty arose, which 

resulted in the application being refused, Cobham 

churchyard being so crowded that there was barely 

room for the interment of the residents of the 

parish. Other places have been mentioned as having 

been proposed for the interment. But this is 



certain—that on Monday a grave was dug in St. 

Mary’s Chapel, Rochester Cathedral, at the east ed 

of the nave, and a vault formed, for the reception of 

the remains of the illustrious dead. The vault was 

prepared in the south-west corner of this elegant 

chapel, which was restored a few years ago: a 

strong party of workmen in the employ of Messrs. 

Foord were engaged in executing the work. It is 

said that there would have been legal difficulties in 

the way of interring anyone within the cathedral– 

these might have been overcome; but on Monday 

afternoon it was decided that the relics of Charles 

Dickens should be deposited in Westminster 

Abbey, in compliance with the general wish and the 

earnest desire of the Dean of Westminster, and on 

Tuesday morning the vault in Rochester Cathedral 

was filled up with the earth taken from the grave, 

and subsequently the pavement was restored, - the 

bell of the Cathedral was tolling for the funeral of 

the deceased while the workmen were re-filling the 

vault.’ 

A description of the London funeral follows, which 

shows the family went to great trouble to ensure 

that it successfully avoided ‘pomp or a vast 

assembly of people’. Early in the morning they 

travelled by special train from Higham to Charing 

Cross, the hearse was ‘plain without trappings or 

feathers of any kind’ and was followed by three 

mourning coaches; the mourners ‘were simply in 

‘plain deep black.’ and all ‘attracted little 

attention.’ The service in the Abbey ‘was over 

before ten, before any visitors were admitted.’ 

Hambrook postcard 

The postcard of Chattenden Barracks, recently 

bought on e-bay, is one of Hambrook’s earlier 

productions, I guess 1904-5. 

A Papermaking family 

I have had e-mail correspondence with Don 

Rowbottom researching some Snodland Mayger 

and Stapley ancestors. He has kindly sent 

information (slightly adapted below) and three 

pictures of them too. 

A sister of George Augustus Mayger Junior (1859-

1935) was Clara (1863-1936) who lived with her family 

at 2 Mill St (1871) She married Frederick Leonard 

Stapley and had nine children by him.  Frederick died in 

1898 and in 1901 she is back at Mill St with 6 children 

(two had died by then and the youngest was living with 

her parents in Maidstone). By the time of the mill fire on 

12th August 1906, she had had twins born in 1902 and a 

baby born in the summer of 1906 (no father named in 

either baptism) and her eldest son had left home to get 

married. She appears anonymously, but clearly 

identifiable, telling of her terrible losses in the Kent 

Messenger account of the fire. After the fire, she left 

Snodland and took her family to Rishton in East Lancs 

where there was a papermill.  She emigrated with the 

younger part of her family from Liverpool to  Boston in 

1914 and established a home at Holyoke, Massachusetts 

with her other children. The family worked in the 

papermills there.  It's an interesting life-story.  Clara is 

an older sister of Florence, the family line I'm actually 

following.   
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