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This is a revised edition (in 2021) of our pamphlet 8, originally published in 1998. 
 
[from the original Preface]: I acknowledge with grateful thanks the help of several 
people in compiling this account. Mrs Jane Fairburn of McCormick, South Carolina, 
led the way with her investigation into the Randell family. The late Ken Funnell had 
access to material, the present whereabouts of which is unknown, and quoted from it 
in his book Snodland Paper Mill. Mrs Nancy Dawson, librarian of the Swedenborg 
Society, has been very helpful in pointing me towards journals of the Society which 
refer to the Snodland branch and allowing me to copy the relevant entries. 
Quotations are taken from The New Church Advocate, The Monthly Observer, and 
The Intellectual Repository. Mrs Dawson also supplied the picture of Swedenborg 
which is reproduced here. Mr John Marsden of Sale, Cheshire, kindly sent me the 
account of Thomas Marsden which is repeated here (almost in its entirety). It was 
originally published in Marsden Family History News, which he edits. The 
paragraph on Swedenborg himself was written by Peter Wotton and published in his 
article on the Snodland Clock Tower in Clocks (June 1998). 
 
[2021 addition]. In September 1975 the late Philip Stroud was able to produce an 
inventory of an archive then held at the New Jerusalem church, with a brief synopsis 
of its contents – more than 140 items, He kindly sent me a copy of his catalogue. The 
church was closed around 1990 and sadly the archive has disappeared, so Philip’s 
record is particularly valuable now because of the detail it supplies. Kenneth 
Funnell’s excellent book Snodland Paper Mill C. Townsend Hook and Company 
from 1854 shows that he had seen the archive material and quoted from it. His book 
gives much valuable information on the relationship between the Hook family and 
Colonel Holland, the successor to Charles Townsend Hook as manager of the paper 
mill. In July 2021 Snodland Historical Society was delighted to receive a box of 19th-
20th century material from the church which had been kept by the last leader, 
Raymond Tobin. Two items are of particular significance in revising this account: (a) 
a minute book of 1878-1885, which covers the building of the church in 1882; (b) a 
scrapbook of posters, newspaper cuttings and writings, highlighting events involving 
the Society in Snodland. Various lists of members are also included, the first dated 5 
September 1885. 
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n mid-July 1994 Snodland welcomed Mrs Jane Fairburn from South Carolina, 
researching her husband’s family history. She was particularly interested in two 
brothers, William and George Randell, who came to our village in 1855 from 
Fisherton, Salisbury, where they were born. Although both families are listed in the 
Snodland censuses, they hardly appear in the parish church records. Mrs Fairburn 
guessed - rightly as it turns out - that they may have been members of the New 
Church (Swedenborgian), since William was a bleacher and George an alkali-maker, 
both at the paper mill. Kenneth Funnell in his book Snodland Paper Mill records 
that the Hook family had established a Society of this church at their home in 
Chalford, Gloucestershire, led by a retired minister, Rev. Thomas Goyder.  

‘The New Church signified by the New Jerusalem in the Revelation”, to 
give the sect its full title, was founded on the teachings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg (1688-1772). Swedenborg had been a Swedish scientist and 
engineer (Assessor of Mines and Military Engineer) until 1743/4 when, 
aged 55 or 56, he experienced a spate of unusual dreams and waking 
visions. Following this, he spent the rest of his life expounding his new 
spiritual revelations across Europe. A voluminous writer, his subjects 
included mathematics, atomic theory (in tune with modern knowledge), 
medicine, chemistry, metallurgy, navigation and astronomy, and he was 
of an academic stature such that he was offered a professorship of 
mathematics (which he declined). His works are filled with metaphysics; 
however he made no attempt to establish a church or attract followers: 
this was effectively done by the Wesleyans. Swedenborg’s theological 
works cover some 40 volumes and one, True Christian Religion, was 
among items buried in a sealed box beneath the foundation stone of the 
Snodland church built in 1882. [Peter Wooton, The Snodland Clock 

Tower] 

               
         Samuel Hook (1795-1866)                          Anna Maria Hook (1803-1881) 

The obituary of Samuel Hook, published in The Intellectual Repository for 1866 
(p. 384), shows that ‘later Mr. Hook received the doctrines of the New Church about 



thirty-five years ago [=c.1831], through his affectionate partner and relict, Mrs. 
Hook, who had learned them under the ministrations of the Rev. Thomas Goyder 
when he officiated in Norwich.’ Goyder had visited Norwich in 1827 and 1832, 
becoming permanent minister there between 1833 and 1845. This was when the 
Swedenborgians had just taken over the lease of St Mary the Less from the French 
Protestant community - the lease lasted until 1869 - and is not the delightful 
Swedenborgian Chapel of 1890 in Park Lane, paid for by a New Church member, 
James Spilling, editor of the Eastern Daily Press. ‘By 1841, however, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hook, who had been some little time attending our friend’s ministry, had gone to 
reside at Chalford Vale, near Stroud,’ where Samuel became a silk ‘throwster’ 
[manufacturing silk thread] at ‘Warehouse Mill’; his home was called ‘Millswood’. 
‘There they had fitted up a room ... for worship; and, by-and-by, Mr. Goyder was 
invited to go over and deliver a course of lectures. At length they determined on 
building a small place of worship, and induced their esteemed friend to take up his 
abode amongst them. In this sequestered spot he continued until the period of his 
decease on 14 October 1849.’ There is a notice of his preaching at Stroud on 1 
October 1843, when he also baptised an infant.   

 
 

Millswood 
 

The death of Ada Shoveller Hook, aged four years and daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Hook, had occurred earlier that year on 10 February and was reported in The New 
Church Advocate. ‘The dear child seemed to have a great antipathy to black, and her 
parents, wishing all things relating to the funeral to be done in a manner congenial to 
her natural taste, had her coffin covered with blue cloth, to which was added silver-
gilt ornaments. ... On the day of the funeral the ground was covered with a white 
vesture, ... her body was conveyed to the grave by six young ladies dressed in white 
and white silk hoods, while the pall was composed of white kerseymere, bordered 
with silk of the same colour.’ Goyder was succeeded as leader at Chalford by Charles 
Townsend Hook, although he was aged only eighteen. It was natural, then, that when 
C.T.H. bought the paper mill and moved to Snodland around 1854-5, he should 
immediately form a new Society of the Swedenborgian church in Snodland.  

Thanks to Mrs Fairburn’s researches, an interesting picture is emerging which 



suggests that Hook killed two birds with one stone. He seems to have provided jobs 
at his recently-acquired and expanding mill for New Church members probably 
already known to him, gaining not only work-hands, but also swelling his small 
congregation. (Previous mill-owners, incidentally, like William Joynson and John 
Clarke were leaders of the Non-Conformist ‘Independent’ Church – which became 
the United Church in the High Street.)   

We learn from Mr. Funnell that Hook’s little Society in Snodland first met ‘in the 
cottage of a Mr. Privett, who subsequently built cottages for C.T.H.’ Joseph Privett 
lived in Brook Street, just round the corner from the Hooks’ imposing house and, 
according to C.T.H’s will, leased the property from Hook. He appears in the 1861 
census as a ‘journeyman carpenter’. He, his wife and eldest daughter were all born in 
Gloucestershire, so may well have come into contact with the Hooks when they lived 
in the area; subsequently Privett had worked in Wales, Birmingham, and Hythe. On 
30 November 1857, his second daughter married Samuel Fryer, a papermaker from 
East Malling, while his son Joseph also became a papermaker at the Snodland mill. 
‘J. Privett, senior’ both spoke at and reported a ‘tea meeting’ bringing together about 
100 members of the New Church from London, Woolwich, Chatham, Tonbridge and 
Maidstone, which was held in the large room of the Queen’s Head hotel on 19 
October 1864. Daniel Privett, son of Joseph senior, aged 8 in the 1861 census ‘played 
occasionally a voluntary on the harmonium’ at a meeting held at the Queen’s Hotel 
on 23 September 1868. By the Anniversary meeting of the church held at the Paper 
Mill on 5 October 1869, Miss French of Maidstone presided at the new harmonium 
‘assisted by Mr. Daniel Privett, Professor of Music, New Brompton’ [aged 17!].  

The two Randell brothers arrived in Snodland at about the same time as the Hook 
family. But what is the connection between Salisbury and Gloucester, and Hook and 
Randell? Obituary notices of both George and William were published in the New 
Church Magazine and offer interesting information. George died on 14 May 1887, 
aged 72, the unfortunate victim of ‘injuries received whilst at work in Snodland Paper 
Mills’, as his death certificate records. He had been ‘for 52 years a member of the 
New Jerusalem Church, which he first joined at Salisbury [i.e. in 1835], under the 
ministry of the late Rev. D[avid] T[homas] Dyke. For that pastor he retained a 
profound and loving attachment, also speaking often of the late Rev. T[homas] 
Goyder with ever grateful and affectionate remembrance.’  

This account is amplified by a manuscript memoir, perhaps by Redman Goldsack, 
then the Snodland minister, kept in a scrapbook with some plant leaves which were 
perhaps saved from the funeral wreaths: 

One of our friends here who entered the Spiritual world on Saturday 
May 14th deserves a word of respectful and affectionate memoir: Mr 
George Randell, who met his death while on duty at the paper mill. He 
had passed the threescore years of his earthly life and has been for over 
50 years a member of the New Church. Among those who formed the 
earliest Salisbury Society he enjoyed the ministries of the Revs. Goyder 
and Dyke, of whom he always spoke in loving remembrance, and when 
brought to Snodland by the late Mr S. Hook more than 30 years ago he 
continued in the Church here. His quiet, kind, genial nature with mind 
ever active on the true teachings of the Word gained for him the respect 
and esteem of all who met him and knew him. He was most truly an 
example of the Church in life and when his remains were borne to their 



resting place in the Churchyard, they were followed by the largest 
concourse of people many had ever seen together in Snodland on such an 
occasion, while the whole place offered its testimony of sympathy and 
kind feeling. Many beautiful wreaths of flowers were sent, among them 
being from Veles: The Misses Hook; Ivymeath: Colonel and Mrs Holland, 
Mr Gibson, Mr Bales, the Choir, the chief masters and men at the mill 
there, and others, with the many flowers made the grave look as it 
should look, the reverse of gloom and sorrow, despite the rain which fell 
during the internment. At the memorial service on the following Sunday 
evening a crowded congregation testified their feelings, and recitation 
[of] ‘Pope’s Ode’ at the close of the service, and Chopin’s ‘Funeral march’ 
with the congregation seated concluded a testimony to a New 
Churchman of the humblest lass and one which nothing but goodness 
and truth in life could gain. 

The words ‘brought to Snodland by the late S. Hook’ are particularly interesting since 
they suggest the paper maker was looking for New Church workers for his mill. The 
Salisbury Society, formed in 1831, had been active since 1825. In 1846 a notice from 
Stroud reports: ‘During Mr. Goyder’s absence from here, the Rev. D. T. Dyke of 
Salisbury, visited Chalford’ where he preached on 11 October and lectured the 
following day. Clearly links were established between the two Societies. George 

was a happy and true-hearted member of the society at Snodland - to 
which place he removed from Salisbury with his wife and children, 
together with his brother and family, to enter the employ of the beloved 
and lamented Mr. Charles Townsend Hook, and which society it was his 
delight to help the late Mrs. Hook and her family to found. His sudden 
death by accident, while on duty at the Paper Works, cast a gloom over 
all.  

William lived on until 9 August 1897, giving over 40 years’ service to the mill, 
although suffering pain in his last years. Anyone would be proud to be remembered 
as he was:  

He took an active interest in the welfare of the New Church from the earliest 
existence of the society in Snodland, and although from his retiring disposition 
he was never prominent, yet by his regular attendance and by his study of the 
doctrines he was ever one of its staunchest upholders. Moving in a humble 
sphere of life, he yet won the honour and respect of all who knew him. A loving 
father, a faithful servant, the light of a true Christian life which shone in his 
quiet, domestic character, endeared him to his fellow-members, and bore its 
influence of “peace and goodwill” to a larger sphere outside 

     It was a sign of the times that William forsook his trade of shoemaker in rural 
Wiltshire to become an employee in the Snodland paper mill - the Industrial 
Revolution in action.  

The first volume of the Monthly Observer & New Church Record (1857) tells us 
that ‘a congregation of from twelve to fifteen hearers assemble twice every Sabbath at 
the house of Mr. Privett, where Divine service is regularly performed. From these 
numbers we can deduce that the New Church in Snodland was formed from just the 
four families we have noted. In 1857 the adult members (whose ages are in brackets) 
were: Samuel Hook (58), Anna Maria Hook (54), Charles Townsend Hook (25), 



Edith Hook (23), (Maud (17) and Agnes (11) Hook may have still counted among the 
children, Amelia Drummond (34) (the Hook governess), Joseph Privett (48), Mary 
Ann Privett (47), Mary Ann Privett, their daughter (29), George Randell (40), his 
wife Elizabeth (38), William Randell (32), and his wife Ann (27). The Fryers may 
have joined them from time to time, although they seem to have lived outside the 
parish - and there were another dozen ‘children’ to add to the numbers.  

By the end of 1862 it was reported that ‘the Society at Snodland ... which has 
frequently received missionary aid from this Society, is now in a much-improved 
condition, having a resident minister from some other Society. It has forwarded £10 
for the Missionary Fund.’ (In fact, there was no ‘resident’ minister at Snodland yet, 
but visitors came from other societies of the church). The following year saw visits 
from the Rev. D. G. Goyder from Islington (then librarian to the New Church 
Society), who administered communion to 14-18 persons. The lost archive shows that 
on 4 April 1864 Charles Gladwell, then in Edinburgh, offered his services to C. T. 
Hook as minister or leader at Snodland, and on the 20th of the month reiterated that 
he was very keen to come to Snodland, ‘even at a reduced salary’. He had previously 
visited the village that January to preach. 1864 saw the Snodland Society formally 
received into the Conference of the New Church, with Gladwell noted as the Minister, 
then living at 2 Prospect Place in Holborough Road. The Society had 31 members, 
with 21 in the Sunday School 

     Presumably Joseph Privett’s ‘cottage’ was no longer large enough for such 
numbers, so work was set in hand for a chapel to be built attached to ‘Veles’, the 
Hook’s house in the High Street. It seems likely that the whole building replaced the 
previous house on the site and that the chapel was an integral part of the plans from 
the first. This was paid for by Charles Townsend Hook and opened for worship on 
Sunday, 26 June, 1864. Hitherto our only glimpse of the chapel has been of the front 
door (which shows on the two well-known photographs of ‘Veles’ taken in 1928), but 
The Monthly Observer and New Church Record for 1864 not only reports the 
opening services, but also describes the interior of the chapel in great detail.  

The room measured 
some 28 feet by 18 
feet: In the external 
appearance the 
Church is plain, but 
neat and 
substantial. In the 
interior it is 
tastefully as well as 
beautifully fitted up, 

no expense having been spared. The altar is railed off from the body of the church. 
In the centre thereof, and of semi-circular form, is the communion table, covered 
with a crimson velvet cloth, on which, embroidered in gold, is the sacred monogram 
I.H.S., surmounted by a cross. On the communion table is placed a small desk for 



the reception of the Word. Above, in the centre, between two windows ornamentally 
bordered with stained glass, the Divine Commandments, as recited by the Lord in 
Matthew xxii. 3740, are elegantly written in blue and gold-coloured letters. The 
place will seat about 80 persons. The furniture of the church is in the mediaeval 
style, very substantial, and is stained to imitate walnut wood. The communion end 
of the church is raised about a foot above the congregational part, and is covered 
with a rich carpet. There are two desks, and on each side of he communion table a 
chair for the ministers. The altar rails are picked out with blue and gold colours. 
The kneeling cushions before the altar will accommodate about ten persons. The 
font for baptisms is of stone, and in keeping with the mediaeval character of the 
desks, chairs, and seats for the congregation. On each side of the entrance to the 
church, which is protected by double doors and an entrance lobby, there is a space 
on one side for the harmonium and choir, and on the other a curtained recess to 
serve as a vestry. The church is lighted by three semi-circular trefoil burners, which 
branch out sufficiently to afford ample light on each range of seats occupied by the 
congregation; affording, also, a chastened light to cover the reading desk and 
pulpit. The ventilation is complete; two of the ventilators have the appearance of 
columns on the side wall, on which is written in beautifully illuminated letters in 
blue and gold colours, “O come let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the 
Lord, our maker. For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and the 
sheep of His hand.” This is the work of the Misses Hook, who have also very neatly 
decorated the Church; the Lord’s Prayer being tastefully displayed in illuminated 
letters round the walls. On the whole, this is pronounced to be one of the most 

elegant little structures to be found in the 
New Church. 

This account was written by Gladwell, who 
praised ‘the worthy family, by whose liberality 
it has been raised (the members all having 
subscribed, according to their means, towards 
the furnishing and fitting up of this little 
temple).’ Later correspondence between Hook 
and members in Edinburgh, Hull and 
Manchester, who asked him for references, 
shows that Gladwell had gained a (possibly 
unjust) reputation as a drunkard. C.T.H. was 
always circumspect in his assessments of 
Gladwell, as this extract from one of his letters 
shows; it is quoted in Mr. Funnell’s book: 

“He had an income of £50 a year from the 
Society, which he managed should sustain him 
and he never got into debt. He studied hard & 
kept indoors for a long time and then would 
exert himself we think by long walks & on two 
occasions when refreshing himself at a public 
house at some distance he has become 
inebriated. This is the fault we have against 
him as a man & it having become publicly 

known we asked him to send in bis resignation which he did.” 



 Gladwell’s letter of resignation was dated 23 September 1866, but Hook was 
reluctant to condemn him and always emphasised his good points, saying he would 
only use facts rather than stories. In a draft testimonial of 27 October 1866, Hook 
described Gladwell’s style ‘as more useful and attractive to a young and thriving 
society than to one whose members had been many years in the doctrines.’ On 18 Feb 
1867 a letter from Henry Cameron in Edinburgh to C. T. Hook ‘anxiously enquires 
about Mr. Gladwell's re-appearance in Edinburgh wishing to be taken on, on any 
terms. He does not want Gladwell around and considers him unsuitable for any 
position. On a previous occasion "he was the means of sending away some of our 
educated and oldest members leaving almost none but a young and illiterate few"’. 
There are two later letters in which Gladwell asks Hook for money as he is short of 
funds. He seems to have fallen on hard times, dying in Birmingham on 7 January 
1872, aged 63. 

When Maude Midsummer Hook died in 1930, she gave  

to the General Conference of the New Church ... the portrait in oils (by 
the late artist Robert Kemm of Salisbury) of Emanuel Swedenborg taken 
in his robes as Assessor of Mines, 1787 being a copy of the original 
portrait in possession of the family of the late Augustus Tulk Esquire, 
made by permission of his surviving family in the year one thousand 
eight hundred and sixty four; also the small portrait in oils of the late 
Reverend David Thomas Dyke, Minister of the Salisbury New Church 
Society, painted from life on canvas stretched on wood from Salisbury 
Cathedral by the said late Robert Kemm at the age of fourteen years; 
also the Bible that was on the Altar table of the small Church of the New 
Jerusalem at Chalford, Gloucestershire, under the Ministry of the late 
Thomas Goyder, standing in the grounds of Millswood House, Chalford, 
Gloucestershire, and that was removed to the after residence of my dear 
Father and Mother and was on the Altar table of the little consecrated 
Church Room under “Veles” roof, where worship was carried on until the 
consecration and opening of the present church building.  

Evidently Hook had hoped that David J. Dyke, then at Wilton, Hampshire, would 
become the Minister at Snodland, but in a letter of 8 Oct 1866 he declined the 
invitation. So Gladwell was replaced by Thomas Lewen Marsden, welcomed on 4 
October 1867. Among his earliest duties was a presentation, made on 24 November 
that year by members of the New Church to Anna Maria Hook, of two more bibles, 
together with an appreciative ‘address’, ‘as a memorial of their esteem, and a token of 
their appreciation of her many valuable services to the cause of the New Church in 
Snodland.’ The address was signed by Marsden; George Randall, Deacon; Joseph 
Privett, Deacon; and William Penny, Secretary.  

Of Marsden we know a great deal because present members of the family have 
researched him. I am grateful to Mr John Marsden for permission to re-publish the 
following account, which not only sets Thomas’s time at Snodland in context, but 
also shows what an interesting and full life he led.  

Thomas Lewen Marsden was born in Leeds, Yorkshire on 19 February 
1812. He was the third son of William Marsden, who at that time was a 
wholesale bacon and flour merchant, and his wife Elizabeth. He was 
baptised at Leeds parish church on 10 June and given the middle name 



Lewen, which had been his mother’s maiden name. At this time, the 
family lived just south of Leeds Bridge in Hunslet Lane. Their home was 
possibly in Simpson’s Fold, just off Hunslet Lane, where they were 
certainly living between 1807 and 1809 but by the time Thomas was ten, 
the family had moved to Nos. 18 & 23 Lower Head Row which appear to 
have provided both residential and business premises.  

  William, as a merchant, would have been very much one of the middle 
class of the city. In common with many of the merchant class he saw 
Leeds Grammar School, the city’s oldest school, as the appropriate place 
for his son’s education. The Grammar School, which was established in 
1552, still occupied the same building off North Street close to the city 
centre which it had occupied since 1620 and in which it was to remain 
until a move to more pleasant surroundings outside the city centre in 
1859. The fees for the 100 or so students at this time were about £6 per 
annum. Thomas entered the school in 1822 at the age of 10 and left at the 
end of 1825. His education during this time would have concentrated on 
the classical languages and divinity.  

  Thomas was not destined to follow his father into a mercantile career 
but instead chose to train as a surgeon. Until 1856, it was not mandatory 
for surgeons and physicians to possess a degree and so Thomas did not 
go to a university. Instead, he moved to London and attended the 
Westminster Medical School and the Windmill Street School of Anatomy. 
In 1834 he was made a licentiate of the Society of Apothecaries and the 
following year, at the age of 23, he was accepted as a Member of the 
Royal College of Surgeons.  

     His education completed and his professional qualifications secured, 
Thomas returned to live in Leeds and was married at the parish church 
on 3 November 1836. His wife was 22 year old Elizabeth, the daughter of 
James Binns the owner of a substantial Leeds cloth finishing business. 
The couple avoided the reading of banns in the parish church by 
obtaining a licence from the Archbishop of York. It is possible that this 
reflected some distance between Thomas and the Anglican church, a 
subject to which we will return. Elizabeth’s portrait painted around 1832 
by an unnamed artist, shows that she had dark hair and brown eyes.  

  Thomas already occupied premises at No.1 Darley Street and this was 
to be the couple’s home for the next ten years and the birthplace of their 
five children. The couple’s first child, Theodore, was born in August 1838 
but at the age of only 10 weeks was seized with convulsions and died. 
Thomas purchased a plot at the private Woodhouse Cemetery and 
Theodore was buried there on 4 November. A second child, a daughter 
whom they baptised Cassandra, was born in February 1841 but before 
the end of that year lay alongside Theodore in Woodhouse cemetery. Two 
further daughters followed, Selina Mabel in April 1843 and Henrietta 
just over a year later. Both were to survive the perils of Victorian 
infancy, marry and raise families of their own.  

  Their final child born in 1847 was another boy and the couple named 
him Thomas Lewen after his father. His life was, however, to be brief and 
he died just two days later. Thomas was to be forever denied the son who 



would have carried on his family name. Following the death of this latest 
child, Thomas and Elizabeth together with Selina and Henrietta left the 
country and travelled to Turkey where they were to remain until about 
1850. Perhaps Elizabeth’s health was failing and Thomas felt that the 
warmer climate would be beneficial. She had certainly had a history of 
gastritis and urticaria since about 1845. Elizabeth’s younger brother 
James and his wife Anne were already living in Turkey and it seems 
probable that this was a major factor in their decision. When in 1848 
Thomas Kirkman, his sister’s husband’s uncle, died and Thomas was 
named as executor, he had an affidavit prepared in Constantinople (now 
Istanbul) which was sent to the probate court to enable probate to be 
granted in his absence and it was this document which first brought to 
light Thomas’s stay in the country. During his stay, he was involved in 
several adventures including life-threatening encounters with both 
scorpions and wolves. He was also introduced to the delights and 
benefits of the Turkish steam bath and this led to the first three of his 
several publications “The Turkish Bath”, “Physical Regeneration by Hot 
Air” and “The Patriarchal Bath”. His experiences also provided the 
material for a lengthy series of essays for young people published in 
1861, following his return to England, in the Juvenile Magazine under 
the title “Tales about Turkey”.  

  By 1850, the couple had returned to Leeds and moved into a new 
dwelling at 106 West Street. Thomas resumed his general medical 
practice and was also appointed as a medical referee for the London and 
City Insurance Company. The following year, Thomas’s father died. 
William Marsden had changed his occupation to become a collector of 
rates around 1840. At the time of his death in his 70th year, he and his 
wife Elizabeth were living at 5 Hope Street. Elizabeth, although three 
years older than her husband, outlived him by five years and died, aged 
78, in November of 1856. Punctuating these already close family losses, 
however, was the greatest loss of all. Thomas’s wife Elizabeth died of 
tuberculosis at the home of her sister Mary on 7 May 1853 at the early 
age of 39.  

  The death of his wife seems to mark a turning point in Thomas’s life. 
He continued to live in Leeds working as a general medical practitioner 
but in 1857 he remarried. His new wife was Margaretta, the 45-year-old 
daughter of Margaret Brace and her late husband George of Camden 
Town in London. George Brace had been a dyer and so it seems probable 
that Thomas’s acquaintance with the Brace family had come about 
through his late wife’s family. The wedding took place at the New 
Christian Church at Argyle Square, St. Pancras, London. This choice of 
venue, we shall see, is quite significant.  

  Thomas Marsden’s family were no strangers to nonconformist 
worship. His sister Betsy had already married into a Methodist family 
and Thomas had as early as 1835 been involved in procuring the 
property to establish a Baptist Tabernacle in Leeds along with William 
Binns, his wife’s brother and Joseph Burras, her sister Mary’s husband. 
The New Jerusalem Church had been set up in 1787 by former Wesleyan 
Methodist preachers on Methodist lines to disseminate the teachings of 



Emanuel Swedenborg, a Swedish scientist and mystical thinker. His 
followers were commonly referred to as “Swedenborgians”.  

  It is not clear when Thomas became involved with the New Jerusalem 
Church. It is certainly probable, given the bride’s prerogative in the 
choice of church, that the Brace family were already members of the 
movement. Perhaps this was Thomas’s first encounter with the 
movement or perhaps it was in some way instrumental in bringing them 
together. Whatever the source of his involvement, it had developed by 
1861 as far as lay preaching. His essays in Tales about Turkey, published 
around this time, contain strongly religious themes and promote 
Swedenborg’s teachings. In 1861, following the resignation of the 
previous Pastor, Mr. Storry, he was appointed Pastor at the Grove Place 
Chapel in Dalton, Huddersfield, which had been established since 1825.  

  Thomas and Margaretta continued to live in Leeds but moved to a new 
house at 20 Beckett Street, then at the very edge of the city. For a period, 
his nephew Thomas Kirkman lived with them. To preach at Grove Place, 
Thomas would have taken one of the hourly trains from Leeds, a service 
which had opened in 1847 and which had already displaced the several 
horse-drawn coach services which had formerly linked Leeds to 
Huddersfield.  

  Thomas took over the Pastorate of Grove Place Chapel at a time when 
the movement was nationally under attack. In Huddersfield, the battle 
was waged in the Philosophical Hall and in the columns of the 
Huddersfield Examiner. In his defence of the movement, Thomas was 
supported by the Reverends Woodville Woodman of Kearsley and 
Richard Storry of Heywood. The attacks do not appear to have greatly 
damaged the church and the public debates served to set the beliefs of the 
movement before a wider audience.  

Whatever the theological differences between the Swedenborgians and 
the established church, their attachment to the monarchy was 
unquestionable. Following the death of Prince Albert in December 1861, 
the congregation held a memorial service at which Thomas delivered a 
eulogy on the life of the late Prince. The national spirit of mourning was 
also reflected at their annual festival meeting on Christmas Day evening 
but this was also a celebration with songs by the choir and other 
members of the congregation including Margaretta’s eight-year-old 
relation Harry Brace who recited “Speak Gently”. Thomas, drawing 
again on his Turkish experiences, addressed the audience of 200-300 
people on the subject of the customs of the East and how they illustrated 
the word of God.  

    On 25 September 1864, Thomas took the step of ordination into the 
ministry of the New Jerusalem Church. He was ordained at his own 
chapel and immediately following, baptised a child into the church. The 
event was marked by a public tea party held in the local school room the 
following evening. It appears that he and Margaretta moved house to 
Huddersfield about this time and took premises in Grove Place.  

  During his ministry at Dalton, Thomas established a probationary 
class for training young people in the doctrines of the New Church. 



Support for the church appears to have remained strong with a 
procession of 200 children being mustered for the Whitsuntide 
celebrations. Following his earlier medical publications, Thomas turned 
his hand to religious writing and published the first of several religious 
tracts, “The Shunamite’s Blessing” in 1865.  

  Thomas’s ministry at Grove Place ended in July of 1867. It appears 
that by now the chapel was facing some financial difficulties since it was 
resolved that Thomas should not be replaced for at least six months. His 
new appointment was as Minister to the branch of the church at 
Snodland, near Rochester in Kent. One of the last events of his ministry 
at Dalton was to conduct the marriage of his daughter Selina Mabel to 
John Hutchinson, a local wool merchant.  

  It was not long after his arrival at Snodland that Thomas came into 
conflict with Rev. J. G. Carey, the Anglican Rector of Snodland. Carey 
appears to have been the instigator of the conflict with a letter in March 
of 1868 in which he accuses Thomas of “seducing” children and their 
parents away from his church through offering a tea party as a part of 
the Sunday school Easter activities. Carey’s wrath was the greater since 
the tea party was to be held on Good Friday which he felt was a grossly 
inappropriate time for such frivolity.  

Thomas replied a week later demanding withdrawal of Carey’s 
accusations but Carey was unrepentant and further correspondence was 
exchanged. Thomas’s efforts to convince Carey of his case extended to 
lending him a book entitled “Swedenborg’s Writings & Catholic 
Teachings” (which Carey temporarily claimed to have lost) but there was 
little apparent movement by either party in the dispute.  

Philip Stroud’s careful catalogue of the lost archive sets out the New Church Society’s 
record of the affair: 

31 March 1868    Letter transcribed into Minute Book from Rev. J. G. Carey - 
rector of Snodland who said that he was indifferent to the proposal of the N.C. to run 
a day school. "...The children are bribed to attend, I am told, by the prospects of Meat 
on Good Friday. I regard this as a cruel insult to Lord Jesus...". He continues in 
similar vein about the Swedenborgians in general. 

        31 Mar 1868     Letter transcribed into Minute book which is Mr. Marsden's reply 
to the rector which is "...answering the Scandalous Charge against our Church..." He 
went on to say that Carey was a disgrace to his Cloth and "...that a more unchristian, 
ungracious and untruthful letter, I trust, never before escaped your pen..." 

        9 Apr 1868      A transcription of a further letter sent to the rector, there having 
been no reply. Demanding explanation or apology. Carey eventually replied - backing 
down somewhat. A further note from Marsden explaining the situation of the school, 
the "bribery" of children, meat on Good Friday, and luring of children and parents 
from the Church of England was all nonsense. One concludes that the atmosphere 
between Marsden and Carey remained cool. 

       15 Apr 1868      Further letter sent by Marsden to Carey demanding an 
explanation of the attack on his character. 

Marsden went so far as to publish The Christian and New Jerusalem dispensations. 
A letter addressed to the Rev. J. G. Carey, M.A., Rector of Snodland, Rochester, in 



reply to his attack on the members of the New Church, in that parish. [Printed by 
Chamberlain of West Malling; a copy is in the British Library] 

Following his initial conflict with Carey, Thomas appears to have had a 
less eventful ministry. Thomas added to his religious publications during 
this period. His tract “Christian and New Jerusalem Dispensations” was 
published in 1868 to be followed over the next three years by two further 
tracts with the apocalyptic titles “Destruction of the World” and “The 
Noahic Deluge of Evils”. His subsequent works consisted of “Contrast 
between the Lord’s First and Second Advent”, “The Dead Christ and the 
Living Jesus” and “The Rational Faculty Restored”.  

       In spite of his new responsibilities, Thomas did not sever his 
connections with the Dalton chapel. In 1875, he returned on a visit and 
addressed the congregation on the 50th anniversary of the Grove Place 
Chapel’s foundation. He also attended a picnic at Cockley Hall organised 
by the ladies of the Dalton Society and conducted a religious service for 
those present. Throughout his stay in Snodland, he remained on the 
medical register but it is unclear whether he continued to practice 
medicine.  

       By 1875 the Snodland Society was able to attract 60-70 people to its 
anniversary tea and 45 children to celebrate the recently-founded 
Sabbath School. The society was gaining strength and under Thomas’s 
ministry and the Hook family’s patronage, plans were made for a new 
church. The impressive Kentish ragstone building, complete with bell-
tower, cost £5000 and was consecrated on 27 June 1882. The cost was 
met by the Hook family and Colonel Holland, then the manager of their 

paper works.  

     At about the time the new chapel was 
consecrated, Thomas appears to have 
retired from full-time ministry and he and 
Margaretta returned to Dalton where 
they moved into Holly Cottage. Here they 
would be near Thomas’s beloved and now 
motherless grandchildren, all of whom he 
baptised, and the home of his first 
ministry, Grove Place Chapel. It is 
possible that his health was failing since it 
was also early in 1882 that he drew up his 
will. He remained in Dalton until his 
death there on 16 July 1891. His will tells 
us little about his possessions but their 
probate value is recorded as no more than 
£75. Wills for medical practitioners and 
ministers of the established church at this 
time might typically dispose of estates to 
the value of several hundred, if not several 
thousand, pounds. Such a modest estate 
suggests that Thomas had not used either Thomas Lewen Marsden 



his medical or religious activities as an opportunity to accumulate wealth and had 
lived by the religious principles which he had promoted.  

  There are several reports of meetings at 
Snodland addressed by visiting speakers 
during Marsden’s ministry. These tended to 
be held either ‘in the large room in the mill 
of C. T. Hook, Esq.’, or at the Queen’s Hotel 
opposite ‘Veles’, but tell us little about the 
Society in Snodland. Rather more detail is 
found in the accounts of the activities of the 
Sunday School, founded in 1867 under the 
direction of William Penny (whom we have 
already met as Secretary). In 1871 he 
directed ‘a Tonic Sol-fa tea party’ held in 
the mess-room of the mill (the largest room 
available), at the conclusion of which ‘Mr. 
Penny conducted the classes through a 
series of well-selected pieces of music.’ On 
the Saturday before Whitsunday 1873, 
nearly 40 children sat down to tea, before 
being addressed by J. Cullingworth from 
South Africa. He ‘spoke of the great 
advantages which English children enjoy, 
compared with those of Caffres, where he 

dwelt so many years. (Cullingworth was a 
relative of Rev. Marsden.) The children 
again sang hymns using the tonic sol-fa 
method which the New Church had so 
successfully inaugurated in this village, 

under the superintendence of Mr. Penny, whose son made his first public attempt to 
play the harmonium on the Sunday following the festival. The effort was admirable 
and gave great satisfaction.’  

  An anonymous manuscript memoir survives which we can safely attribute to 
Alfred Josiah Penny (1862-1946), son of William. Although probably not written 
until the 1920s or ‘30s, it gives a vivid picture of the life of the New Church Society in 
the 1860s and 1870s through the eyes of a young member: 

My first remembrance is as a boy of four years and sitting beside the 
Harmonium with my Father, who was choirmaster. Perhaps it seems 
strange to say choir-master – but we had a choir then, though it is gone 
for many long years. As far as I can remember the names of the 
choristers were the Misses Drew and Nancy Latter, Ellen, Kate, [and] 
Hetty Randell, Ellen Boorman and my sister, [Men & boys were]: David, 
Arthur Randell, William Rankin and my older brother – who used at 
times to preside at the Harmonium for my Father. Occasionally we 
received a visit from Maidstone of two gentlemen, Mr Bevis and Mr 
French, who would augment the choir. 

William Penny outside the Time Office 
at the paper mill, which was 

destroyed in the 1906 fire 



 Mr French was a very deep bass, and I always remember him when 
singing the hymn commencing with the words See from Zion’s sacred 
mountains - coming to the words They are Blessed. He used to sing with 
such gusto that the instrumental part seemed to be quite obliterated: As a 
boy I thought it was glorious. [then a deletion is cut out] … 

The first Sunday School class was held in a small farm house in Brook 
Street, then occupied by a Mr Grant. Some of you will remember it as 
Sweet Briar – we knew it as old Grant farm. At times it was impossible 
to hold the school class, for there were 3 or 4 pigs and cows and one 
horse generally roaming around, and you can just imagine the state of 
the land when there had been much rain.  

James Grant (1805-1875) seems to have come to Snodland from Hampshire to work 
as a lime labourer, but by 1855 the directories list him as a ‘grocer’. Presumably the 
cows and pigs helped him to provide milk and meat and he must have belonged to 
the New Church Society to enable the class to be held there. Grant died in 1875, 
which is probably why the move to Carter and Tong’s house noted below was made 
[Mulberry Cottage in the High Street]. 

From this farm we moved over to a larger room which was occupied by 
a banker named Carter. This was later occupied by Mr Tong, 
Blacksmith, when the school was removed to what was called the old 
messroom. I think this was the first place where the Sunday School was 
properly established under the leadership of Mrs H. Hosburgh and my 
father. There were then two classes, Girls and Boys, and the Ladies [the 
Hook daughters] would often pay a visit and talk to us girls and boys, 
and all who knew the Ladies will understand the pleasure with which we 
listened to their little stories. 
   Another change. This room being required by the Company for 
extension, Miss Hook built a more convenient place, which was called the 
lecture hall, and there was room to have two classes senior and junior – 
and many pleasant social evenings were enjoyed there, class concerts 
etc. A musical evening by the rendering of what was called a service of 
song by scholars was always a great attraction. Sunday School treats 
were generally held in Delamere gardens and under the care of the 
Ladies. 

Clearly the argument with Rev. Carey had made its mark, as this account 
shows: 

The congregations were very fair, considering the annoyances the 
Swedenborgians, as we were called, met with at those times. But on the 
departure of Canon Carey from Snodland, and the installation of the 
Rev. J. G. Bingley, who became, and remained, a lifelong and greatly 
esteemed friend to the family at Veles, things became kinder. The 
congregation generally consisted of the Ladies, Mrs Hook, (C. T. Hook), 
occasionally Mr Eustace [Hook], and 2 Miss Drummonds, Mrs Marsden 
and sisters, Mr Stunt (Secretary) and family, Messrs. G and W. Randell, 
Mr and Mrs John Adams, Mr and Mrs Austin, Mr and Mr H. Penny, 



Messrs Cohen, Gladwell, Tong, Webster. By the way old Mr Webster 
[wore a] smock frock. 

It is interesting that Eustace Hook, an Anglican, nevertheless supported his family by 
occasional attendance at services and by allowing the use of his garden for the NJ 
Sunday School treats. 

One very faithful friend of the Ladies would at times attend the morning 
services, and then we would sit quiet as little mice – and what a fuss he 
made of us – and how we hung round him after the service. It was Old 
Rover, a large black retriever, who would settle himself in front of the 
altar rails till after the service was over, when the Ladies were present. I 
don’t think they missed a morning service without inviting us boys and 
girls to their kitchen, where we each received a large slice of plum cake 
or some fruit buns. 

Evidently Rev. Marsden retained a fond memory for his Turkish years and dressed 
up for his young visitors 

Rev. T. I. Marsden was also very generous and it was a pleasure to visit 
him. Being a retired surgeon from the Turkish Army, he always received 
us sitting on a low stool, robed in coloured gowns with a silver tube in his 
mouth, which extended to a curious sort of pan filled with scented water, 
from which he blew clouds, and he would tell us tales of experiences 
while in Turkey. 

By 1861 a Henry Penny from Canterbury had arrived to work at the mill as a paper-
maker, and two brothers, Robert, a ‘labourer and Chelsea Pensioner’, and William 
joined him to work there the following year. Henry (1828-1884) and Robert (1824-
1880) may have belonged to the New Church Society in Snodland, but they do not 
feature in the surviving records. However, William (1832-1909), was very active in 
the Society’s affairs, serving on the Committee, playing the harmonium at Veles and 
acting as choirmaster, running the Sunday School, and even ‘winding the clock’. On 
20 October 1882, following the opening of the new church, it was ‘Resolved that a 
hearty & cordial vote of thanks be given to Mr W. Penny for the excellent manner in 
which he has presided for the past 18 years at the harmonium & American organ, 
rendering most valuable assistance in worship at the church.’ A fine pipe organ had 
just been installed in the church and William Robinson Hodgkinson was appointed 
to play it. 

The affairs of the New Church Society were struck a tremendous blow on 11 February 
1877 by the unexpected death of their leader, Charles Townsend Hook. The Kent 
Messenger wrote:  

He had been suffering for a fortnight from an attack of rheumatic fever, 
but no apprehensions of a fatal termination were entertained by his 
medical advisers. About three in the morning, however, other symptoms 
set in. He remarked that the pain had left him, and he should soon be well 
again. His hopes, however, were not verified. He sank into a dose, and it 
soon became evident to the surgeon, who was watching him, that a 



change was coming, for he rapidly passed into an unconscious state, 
from which he never rallied. He expired about ten o’clock. 

The South Easter Gazette of 19th February 1877 describes the funeral: 

The funeral of Mr. Charles Townsend 
Hook, paper manufacturer of Snodland, 
whose death was announced I our last 
issue, took place on Saturday, at the 
Maidstone cemetery. The cortege left 
Snodland by special train at about 1 
o’clock, the arrangements there being in 
the hands of Mr. Robert Evenden. On 
arrival at Maidstone Messrs Tapply, of 
High-Street, undertook the charge of the 
funeral, and the procession, having been 
formed, proceeded through the town in 
the following order:- The employees at 
the mill – about 250 men and women, the 
coffin, on an open bier, covered with a 
handsome purple velvet pall, on which 
were three wreaths and a excess of 
flowers, supplied by the workmen; 
fourteen mourning coaches and private 
carriages, a number of the Snodland 

tradesmen, and a detachment of 
commissioned and non-commissioned 
officers of the 12th Kent (Gillingham) 

Artillery Volunteers. At the cemetery the burial services were performed 
by the Rev. Dr. Bayley, of the Palace Garden, Swedenborgian church, 
London, assisted by the Rev. T. L. Marsden, minister of the 
Swedenborgian church, Snodland, the deceased having been a member 
of the New Jerusalem body. The outer coffin was of polished oak, with 
brass mountings and plate, the latter bearing the inscription:- “Charles 
Townsend Hook, died 11th February 1877, aged 45 years.” Mr. Hook was 
greatly esteemed by his neighbours and beloved by the poor of Snodland 
and district, who, by his death, have lost of kind friend. He first took up 
his residence at Snodland in 1857, and by his ability, untiring energy and 
perseverance, he has largely increased the manufacture of paper there, 
turning out 70 tons weekly in the place of the five tons which at his 
advent was considered a good week’s works. In politics he was an 
advanced Liberal, and he took deep interest in all questions affecting the 
welfare of the people. 

The Kent Messenger of 17 February noted: 

The greatest sympathy has been expressed towards his sorrowing 
relations by all classes, and we understand the whole body of the 

Memorial sermons following the 
death of C. T. Hook 



workpeople have petitioned to be allowed to follow his remains, and thus 
testify to their respect and affection. 

CTH had taken over the leadership of their New Church 
group at Chalford aged just 18, immediately after Thomas 
Goyder’s death in 1849. The lost archive shows that it was 
he who performed the administrative duties for the 
Snodland Society through correspondence with visiting 
clergy and others – and of course it was the success of the 
paper mill which provided the finance enabling that Society 
to flourish. CTH’s will was made in 1873, when he was only 
40, and the estate was sworn ‘under £160,000.’  To his 
brother Eustace and his children he left £10,000 upon 
trust, although ‘Eustace could touch the capital only in the 
unlikely event that the sisters decided to sell the mill and 

Eustace wished to buy.’ To his mother and three sisters £500 each; to the General 
Conference of the New Church £1000, ‘the interest of which is to be applied in 
augmentation of the salary of the minister at Snodland.’ Among other bequests was 
£5 ‘to each of his workmen who have not been less than seven years in his employ, to 
be invested in the Post Office Savings Bank’. After his death it was his mother and his 
three unmarried sisters who devoted their lives to the cause and ensured it had an 
active future. 

 The survival of a Committee minute book (July 1878 – December 1885) enables us 
to put some flesh on the Society’s activities after Charles’s death. Committee 
meetings generally were held at Veles, although the Hook ladies and the minister are 
not always recorded as present. The four members regularly attending were William 
Stunt (1834-1892) who acted as Secretary. He was a ‘commercial clerk’, quite 
possibly working at the paper mill, but living in Malling Road. Edwin Brazier (1831-
1903), began as a baker, but later had several occupations, including insurance agent 
and boot maker; he lived near the Red Lion. William Penny (1832-1909) was the 
storekeeper at the mill and as we have seen was very active in the Society. James 
Hosburgh (1835-1902) began as a paper mill labourer, but with his wife took over the 
Temperance Tavern or Coffee Palace around 1886, which Maud Hook had built 
because of her enthusiasm for the Temperance movement.  

On 26 October 1880 an important meeting was held at Veles ‘to consider the present 
state of the New Church Society in Snodland’. Apart from Penny, Brazier and Stunt, 
there were also present Edward Madeley from Boxley, Thomas Marsden, Anna Maria 
and Maud Hook. In 1878 Madeley had drawn up a ‘Code of Rules’ for the Snodland 
Society, which they had adopted and he seems to have preached at Snodland on 
occasion. The minutes of this meeting run to nine pages and touch on various topics. 
Anna Maria praised the way the Plymouth Brethren seemed to ‘unite with each other 
more warmly than the members of the New Church did’, although this was refuted by 
Madeley and Marsden. But the principal discussion concerned the chapel in Veles, 
which it was felt was no longer adequate to supply the needs of the minister and of 
the Sunday School children; some parishioners even called it ‘Mrs Hook’s Private 
Chapel’. Mention was made of ‘the oppressive heat in summer and the suffocating 



gas in winter’. In her 1904 memoir of Agnes, Maud indicates that Anna Maria and 
Charles had already been thinking on those lines. 

Among other extended undertakings came the building of the present 
church; for the inconvenience of the consecrated portion under the roof 
of Veles, although fitted up as a church, had long been felt by the minister 
and others; the family and “the few” to whom it had become so endeared, 
felt the time had come to make the earthly tabernacle … a more worthy 
edifice, with more accommodation for giving strangers an opportunity 
of entering in, who would, perhaps, hesitate to do so with part of a 
private house. This intention had long been in the mind of my eldest 
brother and mother, but hitherto no portion of ground could be 
purchased, and when the object was known, every endeavour to secure a 
good site had failed; but circumstances changed; a long-wished-for 
meadow was offered by the owner, and purchased with the thought of 
building a church there, and keeping the ground around it as a meadow, 
with rustic seats under the trees for a summer’s rest. This plan, however, 
had to be abandoned, and a site in the main street of the village was 
secured, where the church-ground joins the property of this former 
meadow, now laid out in garden grounds with a large residence in the 
centre. By the purchase of this site the Church was considered to be 
placed at better advantage; but a sigh of regret came for the necessary 
clearance of two cottages, which were quite a old feature of the place.  

On 23 March 1881, at the Annual Meeting of the New Church Society,  

‘It was resolved to erect a handsome edifice as a church, capable of 
meeting the increasing requirements of the Society in Snodland and its 
neighbourhood. The Misses Hook promised to give a suitable piece of 
ground for the building. Donations to the building fund of £500 from 
Colonel Holland and £500 from Mrs and the Misses Hook were also 
promised. At the same meeting the resignation of the Rev. T. L. Marsden, 
owing to impaired health, was accepted. Mr. Marsden has been the New 
Church minister at Snodland for fourteen years, and is much respected 
and esteemed. … To the late Charles Townsend Hook, Esq., the Society is 

indebted for much fostering 
care and for the endowment to aid in providing a stipend for their 

This lost picture, perhaps 
painted by Agnes Hook, was 
probably intended to be a record 
of the houses which had to be 
demolished. It shows Hope 
Terrace in the High Street on the 
left and part of ‘Ivymeath’ on the 
right. Another picture, which 
survives, shows the group from 
the East side. 



minister, and it is on the part of the members of the family and others 
with whom they are associated as evidence of their zeal in the New 
Church and a graceful memento to his memory to thus provide for the 
continuance and extension of the work in which he took so lively an 
interest. 

The next Committee meeting, on 8 April 1881, was the first chaired by Colonel 
Trevenan James Holland, the new manager of the paper mill, who immediately 
became heavily involved with the work of the Society.  It was he who had built 
‘Ivymeath’ on the ‘former meadow, now laid out in garden grounds with a large 
residence in the centre’. His family had moved there by the time of the 1881 census 
on 3rd April and it seems likely that his son Charles Trevenan Townsend Holland was 
the first child to have been baptised in the new Church, having been born on 19 July 
1882, less than a month after its consecration. (Unfortunately, the relevant baptism 
register is lost.) Like his father Charles joined the army, but sadly was killed in 
France on 9 May 1915. Mr. Funnell points out the choice of name ‘is redolent of the 
relationship that had already been established between the Colonel and Charles 
Townsend’s sisters’.  

Rev. Marsden had by then tendered his resignation and on 4th April the Society had 
received a letter from J. J. Woodford, then Principal of the New Church College, 
Islington, applying to be Minister at Snodland. There were two other applicants, but 
Woodford was chosen and he was to begin his ministry on 1 August at a salary of 
£130 a year. Anna Maria Hook must already have been ailing since her place at the 
meeting was taken by her daughter Edith. On 5 October 1881 Colonel Holland ‘placed 
before the Committee the plans, elevations and sections of the church to be built here 
and stated that the builder hoped to have it completed by the beginning of June 
1882.’ 

Anna Maria was too ill by 11 November to lay the foundation stone of the new church 
as she had hoped and she died nine days later on the 20th of the month. Agnes Hook 
was appointed Treasurer of the Society in her place on 30 December 1881. The 
church was built as promised and still stands in the High Street, although now it is a 
private home. This is an apt point to close this part of the history of the Swedenborg 
Society in Snodland, Detailed newspaper accounts of the laying of the foundation 
stone and of the consecration of the New Church can be found on this web-site 
(snodlandhistory.org.uk/document-miscellany and the file marked ‘NJ-
Consecration’).  

 

 

 

  


