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This reprint of Charles de Rocfort Wall’s book does not attempt to alter the text in any 
way, although one or two corrections have been added within square brackets. (His 
transcriptions from old documents are often inaccurate.) To make this pamphlet a 
convenient size, it has been necessary to omit a few sections. These are: (a) his list of 
rectors (now known to be incomplete); (b) his notes on burials in woollen; (c) his notes 
on the briefs which were collected in Snodland. (Briefs were collections made to assist 
e.g. sufferers from fire, repairing or rebuilding churches, etc. in other parishes); (d) his 
list of names of Tilghman family members; (e) some extracts from early Snodland wills.  
(It is intended to produce separate pamphlets on the Tilghman family in Snodland and 
of Snodland wills at a later date.) The opportunity has been taken to place Wall’s 
additional notes to various sections within the main text. Here is his preface: 
 

FOREWORD. 
 

To-night I have written the last paragraph of these notes on Snodland. It is long since 
they were started; August 1913 saw the first pages published in the Parish Magazine. In 
those far off days, when printing and paper were cheap, the Magazine had four pages, 
and during the Summer months space could often be spared for such notes. Thus the 
first fifty-two pages were written and printed, but were left in store while the Great War 
was waged. But research continued and information accumulated, till after many 
months of Peace I started writing again, but not through the Magazine. 

This little book, with its many omissions and imperfections, is the result. 
I part with it with deep regret for it has given me hours of real pleasure; hours 

gathered here and there during the long period of over eighteen years spent in Snodland. 
May others find pleasure in reading it 

 
C. DE ROCFORT WALL. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NOTES ON THE HISTORY OF 
SNODLAND, KENT 

 

In endeavouring to bring before our minds the history of a place even of the size of Snodland, we are 
bound to remember that a nation is made up of many, very many small districts—some naturally of more 
importance than others-but that even the least important is affected by the thought, the trials, wars, and 
other matters which go to make up the history of the nation 

Therefore, in trying to bring the past in touch with the present, we shall have to recall some of the 
greatest events which, while helping to build up the British Empire, yet did not occur without stirring the 
inhabitants of Snodland. 

Britain was well-known as a trading centre to the Ancients, but it was not till the year 55 before 
Christ, that our land came into actual touch with history. In that year the great General, Julius Caesar, 
landed in Kent, and made his way through forest and marsh and over hill and dale to what is called 
London to-day. Yes, but in doing so, have we realised that, as he passed South of the Thames, he must 
have crossed the Medway? So the inhabitants of those days either assisted to make his way more difficult, 
or from the hills watched the invincible Roman Legions tramping their way and crossing (possibly by a 
bridge) the river, which so far they themselves had only passed over in their frail boats. 

It could not have been far from Snodland that  his army crossed, and the British dwellers there surely 
swelled the body of sightseers or the army of defence. 

But how do we know that the British dwelt hereabouts? The answer is that they followed the religious 
teaching of the Druids—who have left behind them remains of their Temples scattered up and down our 
land—Stonehenge for example. And Kits Coty and the Countless Stones (near Aylesford),  the Stones at 
Coldrum by the Pilgrims' Way near Trosley, and other Stones teach us that the Druids, the Priests of the-
British, worshipped near here. Also British torques and amulets of gold have been found in the Medway 
itself. 

Again, rivers all over the world were, and in some cases still are, the chief highroads It was quicker 
and swifter to paddle, row, or sail even an imperfect boat up the Medway, than to endeavour to force one's 
way along rutty tangled paths, and often in danger of wild beasts. Caesar's invasion passed into the 
dreams of the past before the Romans came once again, not to leave the land for close on 350 years. This 
wonderful all conquering race acted much as we have done in India, Africa, etc., they settled down among 
the people and often inter-married, they brought peace and plenty and made marvellous roads. Rochester 
was on one of their most important roads, and 150 piles at least had to be removed from the bed of the 
river before the modern bridge could be made. These piles were the supports of the ancient Roman bridge  
which spanned  the Medway and carried the Dover road to London! With such an important place so 
close, and with which they were naturally frequently in touch, this greatly affected the people of 
Snod1and, and hence no one is surprised to learn that of late years when digging took place beside the 
river, the foundations, etc. of Roman villas were laid bare, perhaps the country houses of some of the 
richer and more important people of Rochester  But "the walls of the Church are full of tufa associated 
with Roman brick and pink mortar," and no doubt the builders quarried from the Roman buildings. The 
north wall of the chancel especially, which is over 6oo years old, contains many tiles. 

Moreover, Holborrow (Holborough), which was the more important place of the two, is declared to 
have distinct traces on the hill above of Roman earthworks, and the name Holborrow is defined by some 
authorities to mean the Bury with a cave or hollow. 

"Many are inclined to think that the usual passage across the river in the time of the Romans was from 
hence to Scarborough on the opposite shore." If so there might have been a bridge or a paved ford as at 
Aylesford. 

Still further there was a large Roman Barrow or Tumulus at Holborough, the remains of which are 
very clear and evident and lie some 100 yards or so from the New Road. This Barrow was opened by a 
Mr. Wright in 1844, and proved to be raised over the ashes of a funeral pile. Twenty feet down among the 
wood ashes were found long nails, which probably held together the wooden frame on which the body 
was placed, and also a Roman fibula, a kind of brooch. When the fire was out the assembled multitude 
threw up the great mound of earth as was their custom, and we have therefore little doubt that the ashes of 
a great Chieftain were buried here. 

In Queen Elizabeth's reign an urn filled with ashes was discovered, in digging the chalk on the hill 
above Holborough. 



The Roman Villas were very comfortable places indeed, the buildings were warmed by a system of 
hot air, which was heated in what we might call a cellar and passed from room to room by "pipes" made 
in the walls.  Baths, hot and cold, were also of the greatest importance to these people, and we know that 
these exiles from Italy surrounded themselves with every luxury and with beautiful examples of art. What 
a prize these villas were then to the invaders, when the Romans had all but left the country, and the Jutes, 
Saxons, and others started on their long 150 years struggle to win the land from the British, and 
eventually drive them into what to-day is called Wales. 

The British in Snodland knew to their cost these fierce invaders. A terrible battle was fought at 
Aylesford. The possession of the Ford, paved with boulders 30 feet wide, and possibly Roman work, was 
the great issue of the battle. Catigern and Horsa the Saxon met in single combat and slew each other. The 
former some would have us believe was buried under and gives his name to Kits Coty House, and the 
latter found a resting place at a place since called Horsted. 

Well, the British of Snodland, who were not exterminated, became serfs to the Saxons. Many may 
have escaped to the numerous woods about and waited for more peaceful days. It is an historical problem 
as to how far the Saxons and British intermingled. 

The Heathen Gods of the Anglo-Saxons reigned supreme and the ancient British Church found peace 
at last in Wales—Welsh is the Saxon name for the British. 

At last down from the far north Iona, came Christian Missionaries, and soon after, Augustine and his 
Italian monks landed in Kent, and eventually met the northern Christian Missionaries not far from 
London.  But the Anglo-Saxons of Kent owe their Faith to Augustine. He landed in 596 A.D. Gradually 
the Faith found its home, and to help the Clergy to live and also to provide churches, the different kings 
gave land, etc. The earliest record is of a grant to Halling between 770-785. But in 838 the King Egbert of 
those days gave to Beornmod, Bishop of Rochester, four ploughlands at Snoddingland and Holanbeorge, 
to which he added one mill on the stream, named Holanbeorges bourne-and on the King's Hill 50 carrabas 
of wood. In 841 Ethelwulf, King of the West Saxons, who had also signed the above gift, gave to the 
same Bishop two ploughlands at Holanbeorge.  Hence we learn how ancient Holborough mill must be. 

And now came those terrible destroyers, the Danes. The great King Alfred met them at Aylesford in 
895. Were not many Anglo-Saxons and perhaps British of this district in his army? This, the second great 
battle of Aylesford, ended in the victory of Alfred. 

Silence follows as to our own history till in the days of €lfstane, Bishop of Rochester (who died in 
984), a rich man and his wife who lived at Meopham, gave by Will, of course therefore at their deaths, 
their lands at Snodland to S. Andrew's Church (the Cathedral) Rochester. 

Once again Aylesford was the scene of a terrible battle and against the Danes, but Edmund Ironsides 
defeated the invaders. This happened in 1016. 

But in 1000 A.D. there was a lawsuit concerning the title to some land at Snodland. It ended. in the 
tenant being allowed to remain for life, but when he died he, Leofwine, pledged his faith and gave up the 
titles that he had to the land ..... and all the messuages which he had West of the Church. 

Hence we learn that if not the present building, at least a Church stood in Snodland before William 
and his Normans fought and won the battle of Hastings in 1066! 

1066—1216. 

We have little difficulty in believing that men from our valley helped Harold in his. struggle against 
William the Norman, and we settle down into certain history later on when we find that Odo, Bishop  of 
Bayeux,  greedy,  ambitious  and unscrupulous, was given by the Conqueror vast tracts of land in Kent 
and in our valley. In 1076, however, the Archbishop, Lanfranc forced Odo, by an order from the King, to 
give up West Malling , and Halling and perhaps Snodland, but since it belonged to the Bishop of 
Rochester it is doubtful if Snodland ever belonged  to  Odo, though Paddlesworth certainly was his. 

About 1077, the famous Architect and Bishop of Rochester, Gundulf, began building the Keep of 
Rochester Castle; also the Tower of London, Malling Abbey, and S. Laurence's Tower, Malling, were 
built by him, and the Bishop's Palace at Halling. 

This Bishop held Holborough, and a note is made—"that there were six acres of pasture, which were 
salt, and three lately made fresh, each acre at eightpence and the mill at twenty-shillings per annum." 

The great land book-Domesday Book—which was a minute survey of the country under date 1086, 
relates 

"The same Bishop  of  Rochester holds Esnoiland. In the time of King Edward the Confessor it was 
taxed at six shillings, and now at three . . .              



There is a Church and five servants (a) and three mills of forty shillings, and thirty acres of meadow, 
and wood for the pannage of four hogs. In the time of King Edward  and afterwards it was worth six 
pounds, and now nine pounds." 

(a) NOTE.  "Servants" probably means that these five held their lands under Feudal Law and had to 
perform forced work and labour, i.e., Villenage. One of the early meanings of the word "Servant" is, one 
who performed compulsory labour. 

The church was possibly rebuilt in the early days of this reign as it contains traces of early Norman 
work. In the year 1115, Ernulf, Bishop of Rochester, composed the Textus Roffensis, in which we learn 
that Snodland contributed nine denarii for Chrism to the see of Rochester, and Paddlesworth and Dode, as 
Parish Churches, six. 

From the Church Tower during this period, at 8 p.m. every night, the Curfew Bell tolled and all fires 
and lights had to be extinguished. 

Our valley may or may not have suffered at the hands of the Conqueror or his Knights—certain it is 
that these latter horribly illtreated the Anglo-Saxon owners of land and the tillers of the soil all over 
England. William II, when he marched on Tonbridge to take the Castle from Odo and compel him to give 
up his possessions, probably went through our valley.  Later on King John besieged Rochester Castle, and 
being victorious, proceeded to ravage the lands of all Kentish Barons opposed to him. 

But in Henry II's reign began those wonderful religious pilgrimages to the shrine of S. Thomas a 
Becket at Canterbury Cathedral. 

The Pilgrims made use of the "ways" of the old British, keeping on the sides of the hills, well up from 
the marsh lands. 

They flocked in their hundreds and thousands to perform this pious journey—Snodland for several 
centuries was accustomed to see them come from Winchester, Southampton, and all the southern 
counties. Having paused at Paddlesworth Chapel. they would come through the present High Street and 
enter our Church, and attend Holy Communion and make their devotions. Many must have knelt before 
the Crucifix on the pillar and paid for a candle to burn before it. Then they would ford the Medway and 
return thanks to God at Burham for their safe crossing, and so on via Charing to Canterbury. 

1216-1399. 

"The times of Henry III, the three Edwards and Richard II, were stirring times in the history of our 
valley, owing to the various disputes between the Barons and the Kings, the Crusades, and perhaps also 
the Scotch war and the 100 years' war with France." 

Let us remember that during this period the owners of Leybourne Castle were all important in the 
Medway Valley. 

Among the opponents of Henry III. were the Barons, Roger de Leybourne and William de 
Huntingfield, of Paddlesworth. 

This same Sir Roger was pardoned by the King and fought bravely for him, and with many another of 
this valley he defended Rochester Castle against the great Simon de Montfort, 1264. Finally this Knight 
accompanied Prince Edward (afterwards Edward I.) on a Crusade to the Holy Land, and probably died 
there. 

In 1272, Archbishop Boniface confirmed some grants of Snodland and other places to the 
monasteries. 

In 1286 this district was stirred to its depths by the visit of Edward I. to Leybourne Castle—the only 
royal pageant this valley ever saw, no doubt. 

In 1295, Solomon de Rochester, a Justice Itinerant, was fined by Edward I. and imprisoned for 
corruption in his office. He was shortly after poisoned by the parson of Snodland, the Parish in which he 
resided."  (Archaeologia Cantiana, Vol. 5, 25.) The parson's name appears to have been Wynand de 
Dryland, and is at present the second Rector of this Parish known by name. 

In 1313, we read of a dispute between Walter de Huntingfield and Reginald de Boclonde concerning 
lands in Snodland, Paddlesworth and Dodechirche. 

It is interesting to note that the name Buckland still exists today in the valley near Holly Hill, just as 
that of the ancient family of Povenashe still survives in Punish Farm and Punish Hill, i.e., Holly Hill. 

In the year 1319, Hamo de Heth became Bishop of Rochester, and in 1326 it is recorded that the 
Parishes of Halling and Snodland had vineyards in them, and permission was granted to his tenants to 
pick blackberries to mix their juice with the grape wine. Also in the days of Edward III. these tenants of 
the Bishop had to pay tithe on the vines 



Hamo de Heth also new-built the Mill at Holbergh in the year 1323, at the expence of ten pounds, at 
which time the Bishop seems to have had a park here." 

On two occasions official payments had to be made during this period. Hence we find the names of 
some interest to us here. Among the signatures of the first payments, which were to the son of Henry III, 
are Anselin Lad and Richard Veal and in the second to the Black Prince, the assessments were : as tenants 
of the Bishop, Richard de Povenashe, John Lad, Richard de Veal, 20/-. These of course were for lands 
occupied by them,  now Punish Farm, Lad's Farm, and the Veles. 

1399-1509. 

1402. Severe dispute between the Rectors of Snodland and Wouldham over the Tithe on Fish taken 
out of Medway. 

The blackest days of civil war, the wars of the Roses, now occupy us. No great battle was fought in 
Kent  but the men of Kent could not have stood aside, it is not in their nature to do so. 

The first thing to note is the connection with this valley, through marriage, of the great Nevill family. 
About 1480 we find Ryarsh in their hands, and the power and glory of Leybourne had departed, we may 
venture a very good guess that from Birling—Comfort House, as their place was called—the Nevills 
wielded much authority over Snodland folk. Also they were related to the King-maker Warwick, and 
from Snodland and district no doubt drew many to fight for the White Rose. 

The next event of importance is the Kentish insurrection of Jack Cade (1450); "which required of 
Henry VI the dismissal of evil councillors." But though Cade fought and won at Sevenoaks, and extended 
his operations to Blackheath, yet no Snodland name is to be found on his side, but we hear of three 
carpenters from Birling who joined him. 

In these days also lived Thomas Palmer, the squire of Snodland, and Robert Watton [Wootton], the 
Squire of Paddlesworth. 

In a grant of land we find some Snodland names, including Richard Palmer and Thomas Dalby, the 
Rector. 

“During the prelacy of John Russell, 1476-80, nine persons of Snodland and Halling, being convicted 
of playing tennis (a) on Thursday in the week of Pentecost, and confessing their guilt, those who belonged 
to Snodland were ordered to walk barefoot after the procession (b) on the Lord's Day, each bearing a 
halfpenny taper, which they were to offer at the Holy Cross” (c). 

NOTE.  a. This "Tennis" was not Lawn Tennis 

b. "The Procession" probably means the procession in the Church before the choral celebration of the Encharist. 

c. "The Holy Cross" is no doubt the Crucifix on the Pillar. 

The Halling penitents having no "Holy Cross" were ordered to present theirs at the High Altar. 

It is interesting to note that John Perot, who was Rector in 1464, was Chaplain of S. Laurence, Upper 
Halling, and in 1531 the Chaplain there, Robert Truslove, was appointed Rector of Snodland. He was the 
last Chaplain till present times of Upper Halling. 

1509-1603. 

In the wonderful Tudor Reigns it was difficult to live and to keep one's head and property. The Nevills 
of Comfort House, Birling, succeeded in doing so, and as already mentioned they must have exercised 
considerable authority over Snodland. Hence in the rebellion of Sir Thomas Wyatt, of Allington Castle, 
we prefer to hope that our predecessors joined the forces collected by Henry Nevill, and helped him and 
his brother to defeat the Isleys, who were marching from Sundridge and Sevenoaks to join Sir Thomas at 
Rochester. 

The battle took place in Wrotham on Blacksole field, near Wrotham Church. 

Archbishop Cranmer held, for a short period, the manor and Castle of Leybourne, at the time of the 
suppression of the monasteries, and at this period Upper Halling Chapel, with those at New Hythe and 
Tottington were suppressed. 

In 1536 Parish registers were ordered to be kept and ours commences in 1559. Probably the first pages 
have been lost. 

1538 saw the commencement of the digging out of the chalk as an industry at Halling, though cement-
making did not begin then. 

1538. A chained Bible ordered to be placed in all Churches. 

Looking at the registers for this period we learn 

1563. Many people died in Snodland during this year. 



1564. A child of John of Hamyll was baptised. 

1571. Sir (i.e. the Reverend) William Hall, parson of this Parish, was buried. 

1573. T.H. a french dwillinge in London buried here. 

1574. Sir (i..e. the Reverend) William Aspley was buried. 

In 1581 the people of the Lathe of Aylesford (which included Snodland) were assessed at twopence in 
the pound towards training the soldiery; no doubt with a view to opposing the Spanish Invasion. 

Rochester Bridge had been ordered to be repaired by the different Parishes from time immemorial. 
Snodland shares with Birling and Paddlesworth "and the men in that valley" the upkeep of the ninth pier. 

1585.  A little child of the Rector, John Swone, died. 

1588. Deborah the d. of John Powlter, miller, who was drowned in the millpond at Holborough was 
buried. 

1592. Nem Tillsall, being drowned the day before at the mill, by Goodman Leeds his house, was 
buried (i.e. the Paper Mill by Court Lodge). 

1603-1700. 

1600-1700. Curious names occur often, such as:- Quoxy, Qlynor, Quexy, and Yoppe. 

1602. By decision of the courts Lord Edward Nevill, of Comfort House, Birling, obtained the Earldom 
of Abergavenny.  There was a small Chapel in his grounds. 

The last Priest instituted to Paddlesworth-cum-Dode was Edward Aldey, in the year 1623, while in 
1599 we read in the register: "Take care that no one institute or induct to the rectory or the parish church 
of Paddlesworth, Rochester."  The value of the Living was then returned as "Nothing!" The little church 
became defaced and is now used as a barn. 

1631. Buryed was Elizabeth Palmer ye wife of Will. Palmer gent. July 23 being Saturday; payed for 
her interring in the Church 6s. 8d. 

1636. The fifth bell of Snodland has inscribed on it: "T.W. made me 1636." 

1642. Civil war commenced. 

1645. Public use of Prayer Book forbidden. 

1648. The Kentish Royalists rose, but some were defeated at Northfleet, and the victor marched to 
Malling. 

We read that at this time between 6,000 and 7,000 proscribed persons assembled on Bluebell Hill, and 
viewed the valley with longing and sorrowful eyes. 

1649.  Execution of Charles I. 

1653. Cromwell ordered that marriages should be celebrated by a Justice of the Peace, and the banns 
should be published in the Market Place. 

1658. Cromwell died. 

Note.-During the Commonwealth very few entries were made in our registers. 

1660. Restoration of Charles II. and use of Prayer Book permitted. 

The Tilghmans left Holloway Court. 

1666.  We note in the Offham registers "Thomas, ye son of Thomas and Mary Clark, strangers, and 
came a hopping, baptised  4th September." Does this prove that hopping was an industry in these parts 
250 years ago, and that even then strangers had to come and help? 

1670. William Gatacre aged (by his own computation) 111 was buried Sept. 14. 

1682. Richard Manley of Holloway  Court buried. 

1695. We learn that the Patron of the Living of Snodland was the Bishop, and the value was £20 per 
annum. 

1697. Widdow Vinlin was buried in Wooll October ye 17th. No Affadavit brough in nor did she leave 
anything considerable behind her to make distress upon. 

1691-1728. Entries during these years show that most marriages were between people neither of 
whom lived in Snodland. 

1698.  S.P.C.K. founded. 

1698.  Memorandum in registers concerning Groves House (Knell's Farm). A dispute as to whether it 
was in Birling Parish or in Snodland was settled by arbitration in favour of the latter, in consideration of a 
payment of four pounds ten shillings.  



1700-1814. 

There is little to record during this period, for alas! at home the church grew sleepier and sleepier. 
Especially during the last portion of the time, terrible wars abroad engrossed the minds of all. Waterloo, 
1815, brought with it lasting peace. 

Holloway Court passed through the hands of the Manleys to the Conwys and eventually to the Mays, 
who had already obtained the Veles Manor. 

In Birling Church a monument recalls 

Sacred to memory of John and William May, sons of John and Jane May of this Parish. William May 
ob. (died) 25 Aug. 1777, aet. (aged) 41.  John May ob. 2nd Sept., 1803 [1805], aet. 71. 

A little distance off is a stone on which we read 

Underneath this stone are deposited the remains of John and Jane May, also their sons John and 
William May, to whose memory the monument in the church is erected.  

1701. S.P.G. founded. 

1704.  Dr. Plume left by will money to augment the incomes of the incumbents of the ancient Diocese 
of Rochester, whose incomes were under £300 per annum. Snodland in the past has benefited by grants 
from this charity. 

1705.  Our register mentions that one James Smith, paper-maker, was buried. 

1712. The Reverend John Walwyn, Rector for 31 years, died. 

1712.  A Confirmation was held in the parish church of West Malling on Friday, Nov. 7.  The Bishop 
was accompanied by the Bishop of Killaloe and the Archdeacon of Rochester. There were between two or 
three thousand confirmed on that occasion. 

Confirmations were rarer in the old days, hence the rubric says "desirous of being confirmed," and the 
church would be filled two or three times with the candidates at given centres. 

On Nov.17, there was a terrible storm, in which the church at Malling suffered greatly.  

1728. First mention of “by licence” in Registers. 

1735. First mention of “after Banns.” 

1740. M. Bickley, Curate of this place and Rector of Offham buried. 

1742. The Registers of Lewis Hughes, Rector, are most beautifully written. 

1763. On 19th August there appears to have been a very violent storm in West Kent. 

In 1781,1790 and 1793, deaths from the terrible small-pox are to be noted. 

From 1783 to 1791 a Duty of 3d. was ordered by Parliament to be paid for each entry of Baptism and 
Burial and an account kept. 

1788.  Death of the Reverend Charles Wesley (ordained Priest in the Church of England), who was 
buried in S. Marylebone churchyard, according to directions expressed by him shortly before his death  "I 
have lived and I die in the communion of the Church of England, and I will be buried in the yard of my 
Parish Church." 

1789. "Hasted's Kent" was published. Under Snodland, besides what we have already made use of, he 
writes 

The Highroad from Strood to Larkfield [where there was a Turnpike, bye the way,] goes through the 
village, which is situated about half a mile, and the church midway from the river. [N.B.—Surely he was 
wrong about the church's distance from the river. He has been proved wrong in other matters in his book. 
For compare the terrier signed by the Rector and Churchwardens, and made August 1724, where it 
distinctly states that adjoining the east end of churchyard there was about a quarter of an acre of Reed 
ground on the river Medway belonging to the glebe. Authorities agree that the river has changed its 
course, and once flowed by Burham Church to Peters & Co's. wharf, but not in the last 1000 years. These 
remarks are by Rev. Wall.] 

Hasted adds—"It (Snodland) is low and being near the marshes is not either very pleasant or very 
wholesome." (The marshes having been drained, this is no longer true). 

"In the southern part of the parish the stream which flows from Birling turns a papermill here, and 
thence flows into the Medway not far from which is Snodland common."  [In his map he places the mill a 
good way  inland  from  its present position.  The compiler of these Notes has seen it stated that this mill 
was at one time, as far back as Henry VII., used as a solid iron shot factory, but cannot find the authority 
for this statement. These remarks are by Rev. Wall.] 



Hasted is decidedly unkind over the church, for he says :-" It is a small mean building with a low 
pointed steeple." The last part is interesting, but decidedly puzzling, 

1795. Saw the definite separation of Wesleyanism from the Church of England. 

1800. Mr. John May founded the National Schools as a Free School for 40 pupils—20 from Snodland, 
10 from Halling and 10 from Birling. The rest (if any) presumably had to pay. 

Population at this time was under 300. 220 is stated to be the number.  Mr. May also charged his farm 
of Gasson's on the Holborough estate with the payment of £20 yearly to supply 18 men with overcoats—6 
from each of the parishes of Snodland, Birling and Halling. 

N.B.—No one knows where "Gasson's" was, but the money is paid yearly by the Holborough estate to 
the Rector of Snodland, who is ex-officio treasurer for this fund. 

1814-1878. 

1814.  New Rectory built by Canon Phelps. 

1821. Census return, including Paddlesworth, houses 59, population 438. 

1830. Barrel Organ placed in gallery of Church. 

1846.  Mr. W. Lee bought Works in Snodland and Halling. 

1846.  Market Cross steps removed from near Red Lion Inn to Churchyard.  The Cross was built 
thereon some years later. 

1847.  Canon Phelps and Mr. Luck exchanged meadows. 

1848.  Cement making began at Lee's Works. 

1849.  New Clock in Church Tower. 

1850.  Lieut. Waghorn died at the Lodge. [actually at Islington] 

1853.  School enlarged and Master's house built. 

1855. Providence Chapel erected (now part of the “Hook” schools). 

1856.  Railway line made and opened. 

1859.  School repaired by the Vestry, the cost being obtained from Godden's charity. 

1865.  The Rev. J. G. Carey became Rector. 

1865. The Rectory of 1814 was enlarged to its present size. 

1866. Mr.  Tom  Hilder  of  Peterborough appointed schoolmaster. 

1866. Silk factory near Brook started but failed, and became a paper bag factory. 

1867.  Dr. C. J. White came into residence. 

1867. Gas introduced into several shops and into the Church. 

1867. Mr. W. Poynder gave half-acre to enlarge the Churchyard. The wall was built by public 
subscription. 

1867. School Trustees sold the Saltings near the river, and the fields where May Street is to-day. 

1868. New schools and Master's house built. 

1868. Sept. 11th—The first show of flowers, fruit, vegetables, &c., was held  in  National schoolroom. 
The summer had been one of unusual drought. Much low fever followed this great drought. 

1869. February—"A footpath with kerb was made at a cost of £90, extending from the Turnpike gate 
to Mr. Kingsnorth's cottages near the railway station. Made by rate." 

1869-70. Church greatly restored—Organ chamber and vestry built, and floor of Chancel raised above 
Nave level. The Gallery was removed at this time. 

1870. The Calvary on the Pillar was revealed and painted. 

1870. February 15th—W. Lee, Esq., M.P. for Maidstone, resigned his seat in Parliament. 

1870. Penny readings in vogue and much patronized, also a "Spelling Bee " (!) 

1871. Census, 1844.  Houses 364. 

1871. Snodland 'Fair' abolished. 

1872. Primitive Methodist Chapel erected. 

1873. P.C. May murdered. 

1873. Two new bells added in the Tower, and a cracked one replaced.  

1874. Rev. J. G. Bingley became Rector. 



1874. Working Men's Club started.  It met in the National Schools and had 138 members. 

1875.  Bridge over Medway much discussed. 

1875.  The Institute given by Mr. W. Lee opened. 

1876.  A Girls' schoolroom built. 

1877.  Clock tower erected in Holboro' Road. 

1878. The foot-path with curb made from Snodland Gate to Holborough, and paid for by public 
subscription at a cost of £290. 

1878. August 27th—Gas lit in the parish lamps by arrangement with the Misses Hook. 

1878. Nov. 1st—The turnpike pulled down. The toll-house stood where Mr. J. E. Gammon's present 
house is. 

1880-1927. 

1880. Wall of churchyard much repaired by Mr. Lee. Bridge or subway again under discussion. 

1881. February 10th—Old Bull Inn, which stood much more forward than the present building, was 
pulled down.  

July 11th—Peters' barn opposite Church burnt. The Parish Church had a very narrow escape. 

1881.  Mr. W. Lee died. 

1882. Mr. T. Hilder resigned headmastership of school. 

1882. The New Jerusalem place of worship erected. 

1883.  Church services first held in a room at Holborough. 

1883. Nov. 25th—New road from Holborough Road to Upper Halling commenced. This joined the 
old road outside the Court grounds at some little distance from "Holborough Cottage." 

1884. Railway foot-bridge erected. 

1885.  March—Archdeacon Carey died. 

1886.  New Holborough Court finished. 

1887.  Feb. 7th—Mr. C. Godfrey appointed headmaster. 

1887. July 2nd—Cricket field etc. agreement between Rector and Col. Holland signed. 

1887. Queen Victoria's Jubilee 

1887. Providence Chapel sold to Miss Hook by the Congregationalists. 

1888. Congregational Chapel opened, August 1. 

1891-92-93. Church Restoration. 

1891. Free Education Act (elementary) passed. 

1892  Bridge over Medway much discussed. 

1893.  October 10th—Christ Church consecrated 

1893.  A Cemetery for Snodland decided on. 

1894.  Almshouses erected in memory of Mr. E. Hook. 

1895. The Rev. G. H. Jackson became Rector. 

1895.  Devonshire Rooms erected. 

1895.  Girls' school enlarged. 

1897.  Mr. C. Godfrey appointed organist at Parish Church on the resignation of Mr. T. Hilder. 

1897.  Diamond Jubilee. 

1898.  Victoria Room built. 

1903.  Jubilee Nursing Association started. 

1905. Church re-seated and Vestry extended, &c. 

1906.  May—The Rev.  E. D. Finch-Smith became Rector. 

1906. Sunday, August 12th. Paper Mill burnt down.  Church in great danger, saved by change of 
wind. 

1909. January 10th—The Rev. E. D. Finch-Smith died in London. 

1909. April 9th—The Rev. C. de R. Wall instituted by the Bishop. Inducted May 4th. 

1909. May—New Organ dedicated. 



1910. Rectory stables made into a Church Room. 

1911. Jan. 23rd—Christ Church Parish formed. 

Census: Parish of All Saints1 Snodland, 3,126  

1912. Consecration of new extension to the Cemetery. 

1914. Church  Tower  Clock  cleaned  and restored by public subscription. 

1924. Sept. 30th—Recreation Ground bought by Parish Council. 

1925. May—Rev. A. R. Shrewsbury became Minister to the Congregationalists. 

Oct.—Church Schools re-decorated (cost £170). Holborough Cement Works begun. 

1926. Sept.—Mr. N. C. Cocking, Organist. Nov.—Sanctus Bell presented to Church. Ten Days' 
Mission—Revs. Fr. Murray, C.R., and Fr. Wrathall. 

1927. Feb.—The Children's Church inaugurated. 

June—Death of Mr. Tom Hilder (Clerk to P.C.) 

June—Miss L. Godden, Organist. 

Oct.. Heating Apparatus restored at cost of £110. 

Autumn.—Twelve Council Houses erected by District Council on top-end of Recreation Ground sold 
to them by Parish Council. 

Sept.—Board of Education agree to the erection of a Central School, being built on 612 acres between 
Christ Church and Ham Hill. 

Oct.- Dec.—Holborough  Road  widened: Holborough to Institute, by K.C.C., at request of Parish 
Council.  

 

THE CHIEF HOUSES OF SNODLAND. 

THE COURT LODGE. 

How different the surroundings of the Church must have been with the meadows to the North—no 
road and no railway. To the West, meadows running up to the Veles Manor House, and only a few 
cottages on the sides of the lane or road. To the South no cottages, no mill except at a distance, but near 
where the mill stands to-day there was a very important house. The last remains of this house were 
destroyed when the last mill was burnt down in 1906, though no doubt some traces are to be found in the 
garden walls in Church terrace. Here at Court Lodge, as tenants of the Bishop "the family of the Palmers 
resided for quite 250 years, and it appears by very  ancient  deeds  that William le Palmer was owner both 
of this and Rye House, Otford, and flourished the reign of Edward III. (1327-77)." Phillpott’s Kent, page 
322. "Several of his descendants lie buried in the Church of Snodland, particularly Thomas Palmer, who 
married the daughter of Fitzsimond, and died 1407. This Palmer's grandson received the manor of 
Tottenden (half-a-mile N.E. of Aylesford) from Robert de Poynings of Leeds castle, whose daughter he 
had married.  De Poynings died in 1446. 

The Palmers held the Court Lodge, Tottenden, and also the Manor of Eccles. (Hasted). 

Thomas Palmer died 1407. the following epitaph was on his tomb, and is registered by Weaver-" 
  

Palmers al our faders were- 
I, a Palmer, livyd here 
And travelled till worne wythe age, 
I endyd this world's pylgramage 
On the blyst Assentin day, 
In the cheerful month of May 
A thousand wyth fowre hundred seven, 
And took my jorney hense to Heven." 

In our registers we find the last of the name here: 1659, "Thomas Palmer was buryed April the eight." 

"The Palmers were succeeded by the Leeds. William is interred in this Church, whose arms were 
engraved in brass on his tomb but they are now torn away."  Eventually it became the estate of Mr. John 
May of Holborough, after having belonged to the families of the Whitfields of Canterbury, and the 
Crows. 



In our registers we read under 1807—"Here note that the way which Mr. May hath to ye court lodge 
meadows was first claimed as property by him, and in the year 1741, was first allowed upon consideration 
of a road through his land leading to ye glebe under the hill." 

The oldest complete window in the Church, the one near the pulpit, is called the Palmer window. It 
pictures the two S. James’s, S. James the Great, the Patron Saint of Pilgrims or Palmers, and S. James, 
Bishop of Jerusalem. At the top is an angel bearing a scroll with the words S. Matthew. 

It may be of interest to relate that the Reverend Charles Palmer came to Snodland in 1910, to search 
for and to examine any traces of his ancient family.  His father is Archdeacon of Norfolk Island, 
Melanesia, in which diocese he himself also intends eventually to work. 

THE VELES 

also called "Snodland," was a Manor House originally held by different families till the 20th year of 
Edward III. (1347),when it belonged to the family of Vitalus, or Veles, from whom it borrowed its name, 
and seems afterwards to have been wholly vested in the family of " Veel." 

In 1209, the wife of Robert Vitalus received land in Aylesford, Ryarsh and Farleigh, from Ralph 
Camerarias. 

After the family became extinct here, it passed after some intermediate owners by sale to Mr. John 
May, whose two sons (John and William) afterwards possessed it. The latter died in 1777, when it passed 
to Mr. John May of Holborough. 

It has been within recent years considerably enlarged and improved by the Hook family. 

HOLLOWAY COURT (now HOLBOROUGH COURT). 

In the beginning of the reign of Henry III. (1216) this was owned by a Henry, who took his family 
name from the estate, and called himself Henry de Holeweye. He paid aid for this estate. 

The house stood close to the mill. There is however much which points to the Bishops of Rochester 
having a Park here, and we recall that property at Holanberges was given by the Kings in 838 and 841 to 
the Bishops, and remained in their possession even to 1798, when one part was leased to William 
Dalyson, Esq., of West Peckham. 

Also it would appear that there was a small Church at Holborough, for we read in Parish Churches of 
West Kent (page 289) that there was one dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

In the days of Edward III. (1327), the family of Tilghman possessed Holloway Court. One of this 
family, Francis Tilghman, resided here in the reign of James I., but died without surviving children. 

Our registers (commencing 1559), have many entries of this family, beginning with "1559, Richard 
Tylghman and Margaret Valentine were married 10th July" and ending with Isaac Tilghman:- 

1647, Isaac Tylghman dyed December ye 21st, and is buried under the great chancel window at the 
east end in Snodland churchyard, noaw if we can make any guess, his father, Whitenhall Tilghman of this 
parish, gent., is deposited.  He was 36 years old, and in 1678 his wife aged 58 died." 

The estate was now divided and sold, one part to Sir John Marsham of Whorne's Place, Cuxton, M.P. 
for Rochester 166o. He was made a baronet by Charles II. in 1685, and one of his descendants was 
created Baron Romney by George I.1716, and held the property. 

The other part passed to the Clotworthys, and was bequeathed to Thomas Williams, whose family 
occurs occasionally iii our registers, and in 1671, "Grace, the wife of Thomas Williams, gent., was buryed 
May 2nd." He then alienated the property to Mr. Richard Manley. He and his wife were both buried in 
Snodland, and monuments still exist in the Church to them. He died in 1684. Their son Charles sold the 
property to John Conway, and his son Thomas, a doctor, sold it to Thomas Pearce. It then passed to 
Thomas Best and the Vincents, and then the family of Mays bought it and lived here. 

Mr. W. Poynder was the next owner.  

In 1843 the estate was bought by Mr. W. Lee, through whom it descended to the present owner, Mr. 
W. H. L. Roberts, J.P. The house was demolished in 1884, and a considerable amount of the materials 
were used in the new house, which was erected on a new site. It was first inhabited in 1886. 

The old road to Upper HaIling, which passed between the Mill and the Court, was closed in 1883. 

The present descendants of the Tilghmans take a great interest in the past history of their family, and 
several members have, during the last few years, come to Snodland from America. 

And once again, after this long lapse of years, their name appears in our register, for the present 
Rector baptized three members of the family on 15th May, 1909. 



THE RECTORY. 

In the tower of the Church is a room where now stands the clock and chiming apparatus. This room is 
the Priest's chamber, and was no doubt in use for very many years. 

There are visible signs of another floor above lower than the present one, and also a fire-place. 

Certain it is that the old inhabitants of this chamber feared burglars, for there is a strong lock on the 
door enclosed in a large piece of wood and fastened very firmly by bolts to the door. Probably there was a 
squint, such as is found in many places, through which the Priest could see the altar and the Church. 

We recall that priests were not allowed to marry till the Reformation period, and so there was no need 
for a house. 

When a Rectory was first occupied here in Snodland we cannot discover, but we have a signed copy 
under date of  10th August, 1724, of a terrier of all lands, etc., belonging to the Rectory of Snodland. The 
house stood by the present pond and is thus described :-" The Parsonage House is part old, part new. The 
old contained a large hall and a small parlour over which are two chambers, and the building is of a single 
brick.  [Not a very grand house this !]  The new part is of the same two bricks and a half thick, and 
contains a kitchen, a dary (sic), and a cellar, over which are two bed-chambers and over them two 
garretts." 

It also says that there are two barns and a stable for four horses. a place for poultrie (sic), and in the 
orchard two fish ponds, and in describing the glebe, it mentions a quarter of an acre lying on the south 
west side of my Lord Rumney's field.  The churchyard was of about half an acre, and there was a quarter 
of an acre or thereabouts of Reed ground adjoining to the east end of the churchyard, where the ferry 
starts to-day. 

This Rectory house was done away with by Canon Phelps in 1814, who built an "attenuated looking 
house with two rooms one on either side of the Porch looking east; and three bedrooms over, two looking 
east and one looking north; also three attics, one over each bedroom, Behind the diningroom was the 
kitchen, and adjoining this as at present the brick-kitchen." Rev. J. G. Carey (1865) 

Dec. 1849. Several Rectories were visited by burglars, among which Snodland. Rectory. 

In 1847, Rev. H. Phelps and Mr. Luck exchanged part of glebe. The part of glebe near Paddlesworth 
being exchanged for a meadow near the Rectory. 

In October, 1865, the incoming Rector,  the Reverend J. G. Carey, finding the house much too small 
for his requirements, borrowed £700 on the living from Queen Anne Bounty, and under Arthur 
Bloomfield, Esq , the architect, the Rectory was transformed to its present condition (1914). The chief 
alterations consisted of taking down the old porch which faced east i.e. to the lawns, removing the 
windows facing the same way to the north and south, dividing the old dining-room into a small room with 
window facing north and the rest of the room added to the hall1 and a porch was built on to it. The 
drawing-room became the study, and the window was moved to look south. Also a set of rooms-one 24ft. 
by 10ft., and another 20ft. by 16ft., and the bedrooms above were added. He also altered the stable, 
making a coach-house at one end and building the front walls of brick instead of weatherboard. The pond 
in the middle of the stableyard was filled up. These stable improvements cost £55, which were nearly paid 
for by cutting down some trees mostly Lombardy poplars, also firs and a few elms, during the winter of  
1865-66. These sold for £51. 

The new Rectory was ready by April 1st, 1866. 

Mr. Carey seems to have had a great deal of trouble with his neighbours with regard to the trees on 
either boundary of the glebe, and matters had to be settled by arbitration. 

The  four  outside  rooms  for  coal-shed, fowl-house, etc., were erected in June, 1869. 

Probably Rev. J. G. Bingley was responsible for the building of the bathroom, etc. 

In 1888, after a long controversy, Colonel Holland of Ivymeath and the Rector the Rev. J G. Bingley, 
agreed to an exchange of lands. The chief result was to greatly curtail the cricket meadow on the 
Ivymeath side. Before this the meadow extended nearly to the present drive up to that house. The gate 
field i.e., the field on the right of the Rectory drive passed into the Rectory glebe, and Colonel Holland 
had to build the high brick wall which is now at the bottom of the gardens of that side of Malling Road. 

A special note was made that the fence dividing the properties should be kept up by Col. Holland and 
his successors. 

Mr. Bingley also planted many trees, especially the row next to High Street. 

In Dec., 1878, gas was introduced into the Rectory. 



The Rev. G. Jackson borrowed from Q[ueen].A[nne’s].B[ounty]. the sum of £120 to entirely bring up 
to modern requirements the drainage system at the Rectory. 

The Rev. E. D. Finch-Smith, with the permission of the Ecclesiastical Commissioners, sold to Mr. P. 
Argles the piece of glebe on which stands the Post Office and Mr. Argles' office (1908). 

The present Rector in 1909 took down the short fence and gate dividing the meadows, and built a new 
one on the Rectory side of the public path. This path was, by the way, altered at a vestry meeting (1879) 
by request of the Misses Hook. It used to run much nearer the Rectory, and across what is now the 
kitchen-garden of Ivymeath. 

In 1910, there being no Parish Room, the present Rector decided to give up to the Church the stables, 
and the whole of the inside was removed and a floor raised, leaving the old floor intact. A porch was 
added and the lower half of the west wall was removed and filled by two French-windows. Also the 
Rectory wall of the stables was cut for a door leading into the Rectory brick kitchen 

This room is capable of holding 100 persons, and has been in constant use ever since. The cost, about 
£100, was defrayed by subscriptions and the proceeds of a sale of work, and in the Summer a very 
successful fete was held. 

THE PARISH CHURCH. 

The original Church, dedicated to All Saints, stood in Snodland before the Norman Conquest. An 
Ang1o~Saxon lawsuit in 1000 A.D., speaks of land “to the west of the Church,” some traces of “Early 
Norman” work are still to be found in the present building. This kind of architecture dates from 1050. 
Domesday Book (1086) tells us of the existence of a Church at that time. We recall that the Bishops of 
Rochester owned the land from 835 A.D., and taking all evidence and probabilities into consideration, we 
may well believe that a Church existed in Snodland long before 1000 A.D. The present building has been 
through many vicissitudes. It shows signs of natural decay, of ruthless ill-treatment, and of badly 
considered restoration some 50 or more years ago. Besides traces of "Early Norman" and "Early English” 
work, the building is chiefly "Perpendicular." It originally consisted of Nave, Aisles and Chancel only. 
The Organ Chamber was added in July 1869 and was extended in 1905 as a choir vestry. The Nave and 
Aisles had separate roofs before the present saddle-back roof was put on. The level of the floor would 
appear to have been much changed. Not long ago people had to go down into the Chancel, and when the 
floor was altered the tombstones were raised also. 

There were at least two Altars, more probably three. 

1. The High Altar under the East Window has by it an ancient Piscina. 

2. A Side Altar, with a Piscina, stood against the wall, which lately has been cut for a vestry door. 
This Piscina was found Nov. 18, 1871. Near where this Altar stood is a brass in exceedingly good 
preservation to Roger Perot 1486. 

3. Another Side Altar was probably placed under the Palmer Window. 

NOTE.—A Piscina is most frequently found in the South Wall near an Altar or the place where an 
Altar had been. It was used in the washing of the Priest's hands before be took the necessary amount of 
Bread and Wine during the Celebration of the Holy Communion. At the end of the service the water used 
for washing the sacred vessels was poured away. The Piscina had a pipe (like the Font) leading into the 
ground. 

A ROOD SCREEN, i.e. a Screen with Crucifix and figures of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. John 
on each side standing on it, spanned the Chancel Arch. The marks are clearly visible on the side pillars. 
On the South Wall are two doorways, one to the left and higher than the other. The lower one led to a 
stairway which the Priest would ascend on to the Rood Screen, where he would read the Gospel for the 
Week and preach.  The building which contained the stairway has disappeared. 

We must remember that the Church had no pews and very few seats, if any. The congregation stood 
during the sermon. The floor was covered with rushes. The stone ledges so often seen around the walls of 
old churches, or round pillars were for the feeble and aged, hence the proverb “The weakest go to the 
wall.” 

The INNER DOOR under the Tower is made from parts of the ancient screen and has E.D. carved on 
it. But evidently the letters and the date are not carved by the same hand. It has been very cleverly filled 
in with tin and painted. There are ancient figures on each side; one of the Blessed Virgin and the other of 
her supposed mother, St. Anne. 

The old entrance door was removed in 1873 and now rests against the west wall of the Porch. The 
present double-door was placed in position by Canon Carey 



What is the origin of the pieces of wood nailed into the wall no one seems to know. 

A stone let into the wall evidently had a brass on it originally. Perhaps the brass was the one spoken of 
by William [Richard] Kilburne as being placed in the Porch as an interment memorial of William 
Alisander died 1469 and “who gave a weekly stipend to the poor here for ever.” 

The WEST PORCH (now used as a Priest's vestry) dates back to about 1461, for the following extract 
has been discovered “To be biried in ye porch of ye west door of ye Church of Snodland.  Also to the 
making of the sayde Porch, iii/- [iiij] mark of money.”  Will of Thomas Benet 1461. 

In this Porch is a carving of a head with the hand over the mouth denoting “Silence on entering 
Church.” 

The FONT, now at the west end of the South Aisle, has been moved several times. From the texts on 
the wall it must have stood in the similar recess at the end of the North Aisle. In living memory it was 
placed before the door of the West Porch until it was moved to its present position. The cover was given 
by the Rev. G. H. Jackson in memory of his son Leonard, who died 1886, A.D., during his father's 
Rectorship, and is buried in the churchyard close by. 

“The Calvary” on the second pillar is an incised mural group, and is 13th or 14th century work. It was 
at some period hidden with thick whitewash and was revealed in 1870 and finally cleaned and repainted. 
It is, we believe, practically unique, and very striking in its simplicity and effectiveness. 

The following note has been found and probably refers to this Crucifix, “To be buried in ye parishe 
Church  of Snodland  before  the Crucifix”—William Tylghman's Will, 1540. 

The following from the Will of John Pole 1487, is of interest : "I will best crosse in Snodland Church 
be a mendyd on my cost" (probably the Altar Cross).  "Also I bequeyth XS to bye a Pyx for the blessed 
Sacrament in the said Church.  My Tenement Botteleis to be sold and with part I will there be bought a 
Chalesse." 

NOTE.—A Pyx is a vessel with cover for carrying the Consecrated Bread and Wine for the Communion of the 
Sick. 

The Brasses and Windows we leave for the present but add here this note by Canon Phelps. 

"Many years ago all the windows in the Church were painted complete, one whole figure in each 
division, i,e. two figures in each window, the whole of which were taken out and filled with common 
glass. This act of vandalism was committed under the pretence of making the Church lighter. Only one 
window remains, the well-known Palmer Window.  At the same time the old screen was taken down  and  
much injury done to the Churchyard." 

NOTE—We do not know what Canon Phelps's authority was for this statement. The Puritans, 
whenever they could, destroyed all ornaments and windows if filled with painted glass, but the Palmer's 
Window and one Chancel Window are both 15th century work. 

A small window in the Chancel has been filled with fragments left by the above mentioned vandals. 

Also a small figure of Our Lord holding a ball representing the world, has been inserted in a Chancel 
Window, and this probably is the oldest piece of glass in the Church. 

Canon Phelps spent £1644 over the restoration of the Church during his long incumbency. It must 
therefore have fallen into a grievous state of repair before his time. Probably high square pews blocked up 
the space in Nave and Chancel, and there was the usual gallery at the West End. A pew fastened against 
the wall ran along the North and South Walls of the Nave, the marks of which remain in the plaster. 

The faculty pew belonging to Holborough Court still retained its high sides till 1869, long after Canon 
Phelps had the rest of the pews partially cut down in 1855. 

The seating arrangements seem to have caused some amount of trouble during the last years. The 
Pews in 1891 must have been in a truly deplorable condition judging by the estimate sent in by Mr. R. 
Langridge.  His estimate, besides including much "mending and patching," included the removal of the 
Parish Church seats to Holborough Mission, and the bringing of those in that building to the Parish 
Church. These latter are still to be seen in some gardens and have a fleur-de-lys carved at the ends. They 
were bought second-hand for Holborough. A few form the Choir Stalls in the Church at Delce, Rochester. 
They were bought by Rev. E. E. Crawford, lately Vicar of Halling, then Curate in charge of Delce, from a 
builder in Rochester. Finally in 1905 the present pews were erected. 

1709. Memorandum is made by John Walwyn, Rector, in the Registers concerning the erection of a 
Pew in the Chancel by George Wray of Paddlesworth who paid for the work. 

Canon Phelps was Rector for 61 years and has left behind him the following record of the sum of 
£1644/5/0, expended by him personally over the restoration and improvement of the Church, mostly, if 
not all, paid for by himself 



1814. New Rectory built. 

1819. Chancel ceiled and paved.  Rails and steps to the Altar. Velvet cloth and gold lace, &c. 

1823. Old oak chair. 

1824. Seats in Chancel. Seats in singing gallery. 

1825. Seats altered in Chancel. Seats for Sunday School Children. 

1827. On the robbery of the Church and loss of books, velvet cloth, &c (£10). 

1828. Stone work and coloured glass of round windows given by Rev. Phelps (£17/4/-). Jupp's bill 
(£15/6/6). Mair's bill (£11/16/5). Velvet for pulpit and desk. 

1830. New Organ (£132/7/5½). 

1831. Gallery altered. 

1839. Stove. 

1840. Removing old pulpit, &c., (£43/8/4½). Giving up my pew and making another, (£9). 
Miscellaneous items (£32/13/4). 

1841.  Miscellaneous items (£10/9/6).  Mair's bill (£54). 

1844.  Tassell's bill for Chancel, and iron rails (£110/14/-). 

1845. Tassell's bill (£183/7/8½). Tiles and Workmen (£14/11/9).  Altering Cover of Font (£9). The 
East Window (£198/14/4). 

1846. Tassell's bill (£39/8/8). Windows (£36). Removing steps of Cross (£1/2/-).  Tassell's bill 
(£55/15/8). 

1847.  Tassell's bill  (£39/5/10½). Windows (£57/18/6). 

1848.  Stove &c. 

1849.   Window  (£16/18/2). The  Clock (£156/2/5). 

1850. Windows (£56/8/9). Embroidery for Communion Table (£7/16/-). 

1851.  Organ work  (£13/11/4).  Towards the stoves (£15). 

1852.  Cross and buttress at the West (£24/2/6). 

1855.  Cutting down the seats in the Church. Probably high back square pews (£65). 

1856.  Cleaning of Clock (cost not mentioned). From 1845 Mr. Hawks' name appears frequently. 

A Curate's stipend to which Mr. Phelps appears to have given £100 yearly is also mentioned. 

The living in his time he reports as worth £486 less £73, Total £413 net.  (Present time £296). 

1853.  School enlarged and house for master built. 

Several items in the above are to be noted—It appears that during Canon Phelps' time the Chancel 
floor was raised, and that this floor had been below the level of the Nave. Also note that there was a 
singing gallery at the west end with the barrel organ (worked by an ancestor of the Hawks' family). 

Canon Phelps gave an organ, and, a note on the expense of moving it back is made. It was placed in 
the gallery and was a barrel organ, as there was no organ chamber in Chancel. 

The East Window was erected in 1845, and the Steps of Cross moved in 1846. This last surely means 
the steps of the ancient market or village Cross, which was by the Red Lion Inn at the beginning of Brook 
Street. The cross had disappeared and a tree grew out of the place in the steps where it had stood. In 
ancient days the fish market was held near the Cross, and the Rector received a tithe on all sold. There 
was a great dispute as to this tithe between the then Rectors of Snodland and Wouldham in 1402. Possibly 
Tassell's bills (1846-47) amounting to nearly £100 were for the beautiful cross the Canon erected in the 
Churchyard on the old steps and close to which he is buried. Only a small square stone lying flat marks 
his grave. 

Large charges which frequently appear in the above accounts are for workmen's beer. 

Canon Phelps was the victim of what might be called  murder by proxy, and the story is related thus 
by Mr. Fielding (p.140 in Memories of Malling). “The next tale is one that happened in the time of Mr. 
Phelps. The Rector was very friendly with a former Rector of Wouldham, with whom he used frequently 
to dine, and after that Mr. Phelps would walk home after dinner by the river side. He had been making 
himself very unpopular amongst a low class who inhabited Snodland at that time, by aiding the police, 
then newly established, to issue search warrants into the houses in the districts. 

Now it so happened the Rector of Snodland was a little man, and had a sidelong gait, which was also 
the case with a tailor belonging to the parish. One evening the rector, instead of walking home via 



Snodland ferry, crossed by the Wouldham ferry; the tailor, on the other hand, came back to Snodland by 
Snodland ferry, when it is supposed, being taken for the Rector in the dark, he was murdered. His lifeless 
body was found in a ditch next day, and was buried by Mr. Phelps, who looked upon him as his 
scapegoat.” 

1843.  Mr. W. Lee bought Holloway Court Estate, and from that date to the present time (1914), Mr. 
Lee and his descendants, the Roberts have been great benefactors to the Parish Church. 

The following notes are derived from some left behind by the Rev. J. G. Carey, who was made an 
Honorary Canon of Rochester (1870), and after leaving Snodland, an Archdeacon in Essex. 

“When I became Rector on the death of Canon Phelps 1865, I found a movement on foot to enlarge 
the Churchyard. In 1724 it was described as containing about half-an-acre of ground, and so it had 
remained. 

Mr. William Poynder kindly offered half-an-acre of ground additional,  on  condition  that  the 
Parishioners built a suitable wall round the piece given.  This condition was accepted at the cost of £225."  
The new ground was consecrated by Bishop Legh of Rochester, October 20th, 1867. 

A pale fence was put up at Canon Carey's cost on the eastern side near the river. 

"The gas standards fixed to the pews in the Nave of the Church were erected by Mr. W. Lee, M. P., in 
October 1865. They were at first, however used only for candles. At length in 1867 gas was introduced 
into several shops in the village, and I caused it to be conveyed, at my own expense, into the Church 
likewise.” 

Three services each Sunday were the rule, and two on Saints' days. A confirmation took place at 
Aylesford in 1868, when 60 candidates from this Parish were presented. “The Railway Company kindly 
gave us a special train to return by.” 

December 18th, 1868. The Cross on the West Gable of the Church was put up by Mrs. Ann Roberts. 

Easter 1869.  The stove pipe was carried up the side of the tower. 

July 1869.  Began the alterations in the Chancel, stripping the roof and adding the Organ Chamber and  
Vestry,  and  singing gallery removed. (Contract £234). 

September. Mr. Lee, at a cost of £51, caused the Churchyard to be planted with valuable shrubs, trees, 
etc. 

October 30th. The four buttresses on the north side of the Church being in a state of decay were rebuilt 
by Mr. W. Lee, and completed on this date. 

November 15th. The roof in the Nave and side Aisles was repaired, an entirely new deal roof being 
placed below the old plaster roof. 

The royal arms were taken down and likewise a wooden head over the west window painted with 
cherubs. 

The top of the Holborough Court faculty pew was removed and the pulpit lowered. 

The pews in the North Aisle also lowered ten inches. Those in South Aisle being too rotten to be 
touched.  (These pews were along the walls. The plaster still shows where they were). 

"THE FONT, which was till now encased with white paint, was found to consist of polished stone 
panels on a Purbeck marble base; and in the base are four holes, whence it is clear that once to an older 
Font still four pillars were in existence to support it. 

A STONE ETCHING of the Crucifixion was revealed at the same time.  We coloured it. 

THE NEW ORGAN by Bevington was paid for by subscriptions, the villagers giving £20." 

The 1870 RESTORATION (including South Aisle seats) cost £651/4/1, of which  Canon  Carey gave 
£245. This sum only includes the Chancel. The Nave, together with the side Aisles, was re-roofed and 
otherwise restored at the sole expense of Mr. W Lee. 

Many separate gifts were also presented to the Church at this time. 

February 15th, 1870. The Church was re-opened by the Lord Bishop of Rochester. The Archdeacon 
and ten Clergy were present at the service. 

Holy Week. "The Good Shepherd," and "The Angel bearing Incense" Windows in the Chancel were 
presented by Mrs. Eustace Hook (made by Hughes). 

Also an old window given by Canon Phelps was altered and placed in the Vestry at Canon Carey's 
cost. 

Sunday, September 4th, sermons and collections on behalf of the wounded.  It was the day after the 
surrender of Emperor of the French at Sedan to the Germans. 



1871.  March 22nd, Confirmation in Church. "Supposed to be first ever held in our Church." 

1871  July 3rd, Church roof stripped and re-tiled The rain descended  in  torrents. November, new 
pulpit presented by Mrs. Ann Roberts. 

November, new seats in South Aisle put in, and Piscina found. 

1872. The tiles on east wall given by Mrs. A. Roberts. 

1873. Easter—New entrance double door presented by Canon Carey. Three new bells with chiming 
table given. 

April 3rd, tiles placed in floor of Chancel at the cost of Mrs. A. Roberts and Mrs. E. Hook. 

August 28th. Nearly everyone in the village attended funeral of' P.C. May, murdered on August 24th. 
Huge congregations attended the following Sunday evening. The people overflowed into the 
Churchyard." 

FROM REV. J. G. BINGLEY'S NOTES—1874. Easter—First early Celebration of Holy Communion  
at  8 a.m. Evening collections commenced from this date. 

August. 2.  From this date Holy Communion was celebrated on the 1st and 3rd Sundays at II, the other 
Sundays at 8. 

August 11. Alms desk and Altar book stand presented to Church. 

August 20. Flagpole erected and a St. George's ensign given. 

November 15—Conflrmation. 72 candidates from Snodland, Communicants following Sunday 82. 

1875. Easter vestry, settled collections to be at every service. Two large Altar vases presented by a 
Churchwarden of Colchester. 

1877. Rev. Bingley gave Altar Cross. Now (1924) use as a Choir Processional Cross. 

1878.  A room used for services at Holborough. 

1879.  Poorbox stolen and thrown into river, found and restored to place in Church. 

At this time beautiful mural paintings on east wall and over Chancel arch presented. 

1880. Wall of churchyard greatly restored by Mr. Lee. 

1881.  MR. BINGLEY WRITES—July 11—”At two o'clock in the afternoon of this day there was a 
fire at the barn at Mr Peter's wharf. The flame soon obtained the mastery, and then as the wind was high, 
very soon spread to the Parish Church, as the distance was only some 15 or 20 yards. 

The greatest anxiety now prevailed, as the wooden shutter window in the belfrey was on fire. The bell 
chamber floor covered with burning straw, burning straw on the roof, and the notice board on the Church 
burning and charred. 

Thank God, however, in His mercy, He blessed the noble efforts of the many brave men who came to 
the rescue of the Parish Church. The mill men worked bravely with their engine on the burning barn, the 
others carried water up belfrey stairs in buckets, and in the end danger was over, but the trees and 
churchyard were much injured and some small damage done to the Church. The Rector and congregation 
publicly returned thanks on Sunday, July 18th, 1881.” 

1882. Nov. 17th, the iron Mission Church at Holborough presented and opened by Major Roberts. 
(Christmas) Surplices first used by the choir. 

1884.  Roof of Chancel repaired. 

1886. Mission  held by  Rev. W. Scott of Boughton Monchelsea. Altar candlesticks given by Rector. 

1887. The Vicar of Meopham requiring the Communion Vessels lent by him to Holborough, a new set 
(flagon, chalice and paten) was given to the Rector for use in Holborough Church by certain worshippers 
there. 

1890. Mural  decoration  over Chancel arch restored. 

1891. Restoration of Church commenced about August, finished about January to February, 1892. 

The tower was generally repaired—scaffolding was erected all round and to the top—the shaky parts 
of walls and embattled copings were pulled down and re-built and the copings and embattled parapet 
copings, were carried out almost in all cases in new rag stone The stone string courses and quorn stones 
were renewed in many cases, and the stonework generally was repaired as required—the whole of the 
walls were flushed up and pointed in cement. 

The old decayed and worn out lead was removed from the flat at top of tower, the timbers repaired 
and renewed as required, the whole being covered with new 8lbs sheet lead. 



The external stone walling and stonework to windows of Nave and Aisles were repaired in many 
places. 

The roof tiling to south side of Nave was stripped, timbers repaired, relathed and retiled and roof tiling 
repaired generally. The ventilators were also put in roof at this time. 

Internally—Stonework to columns and windows was repaired in many instances and a large portion of 
the walls was hacked off, repaired and plastered in stucco finish—the other portions being cleaned down 
and repaired. 

The above work was carried out by Mr. R. Langridge under the direction of Mr. Hubert Bensted, 
Architect of Maidstone. 

In 1892, following on to the above, almost the whole of the Nave (not Aisles) was fitted up with 
second hand seats. These seats not being long enough, were cut asunder and lengthened as required, fitted 
to columns and generally repaired, the ends having fleurs-de-lys ends, had a very smart appearance after 
being touched up and varnished. 

The above seats were removed when re-seated in oak in 1905. 

1892.  April 20th, Rev. Bingley's cheque for £10/8/9 for Kneelers. Chancel arch decorations restored 
at the cost of Drs Palmer and Minchington. 

1892. September 30th, Rev. Bingley's cheque £50/10/0, Snodland Church Roof, &c. 

1893. October and November, work repairs and renewing, walling, timbers, lead to turret and tower. 

1893. November 4th, Rev. Bingley's cheque £32/1/1. 

1894. February 23rd, Rev. Bingley's cheque £2/9/6, Church windows. 

1895. Rev. J.  G.  Bingley  resigned,  and Rev. G. H. Jackson became Rector. 

1900. Mission conducted by Canon H. Pollock and Rev. A. W. Coates.  Daily Matins started. 

1905. Restoration under Rev. G. H. Jackson. 

1905. September to  December, enlargement of Organ chamber. Re-seating Nave and Aisles. Old 
seats and platform on which they stood removed. The old sittings numbered 259. The present ones 288, 
plus children's seats and Chancel and Faculty pews. Hacking off old plaster, cutting and straightening 
walls generally—replastering new stone bases to column—repairing bases generally to columns. 
Generally hacking off the columns, repairing, stopping and pointing in cement. New bath stone circular-
moulded base to respond at S.E. of Nave. Repairing and renewing and enlarging tile pavings—preparing 
and altering and making good and putting in square of cast plate glass, east end of south Aisle looking 
into vestry.  Memorial stone in new vestry-work to doorway and ancient window into organ chamber, 
£512/13/0. 

1905. December, hacking off old plaster, cleaning and pointing stonework and replastering walls at 
west end of Church-tablet cleaned and refixed, £9/15/0. 

1905. December, cleared away panelling, curbing, flooring, &c., of the Holborough Pew—repaired 
walls and replastered—new wood block floor with concrete and floated bed-new stone base to respond at 
N.E. of Nave,Holborough Pew—altering and adapting seats, cleaning tablets and rewriting, £18/13/7, 
paid for by Mr. W. L. H. Roberts. 

December 19. Rev. G. H. Jackson resigned. 

May, 1906.  Rev. E. D. Finch-Smith became Rector. 

1907.  Altar hangings placed in memory of Dr. White. 

1909. January 10. The Rev. E. D. Finch-Smith died in London. Beautiful Brass Lectern presented by 
Mrs. Finch-Smith in memory of her husband. 

May 3. The Rev. C. de R. Wall inducted; having been instituted by Bishop Harmer of Rochester on 
the previous Good Friday. 

May. New organ by Dalladay dedicated by Archdeacon of Rochester. The cost was covered by sale of 
old organ, half cost given by Mr. Carnegie and by subscriptions. The new exit from choir vestry filled 
with oak doors by Miss A. Spink, in memory of Robert and Elizabeth Allender. 

1909.  Disused west end porch, brought into use as a Priest's Vestry. 

1910. Many gifts were presented to at this time; also a Litany desk and book presented by parishioners 
in memory of the late Rector, Rev. E. D. Finch-Smith. 

1912. Thorough cleaning of the Church. 



1913.  The Altar  raised three steps and hangings lengthened as a Thank Offering by the Rector. Water 
laid on to the Church. 

October 20th. Cemetery Extension Consecrated. 

1914. June: Church Tower Clock restored and repaired at a cost of £27/10/0. Paid for by public 
subscription. 

1914.  Services: Daily Matins and Evensong. Two celebrations of Holy Communion each Sunday, 
Choral at 11 a.m. once a month, and Daily Weekday Celebrations. 

THE GLASS IN THE WINDOWS. 

N.B.  The writer  of these notes has been helped on this subject by two most distinguished experts—
F.G. and F.C.E. [= F. Grant, Archdeacon of Rochester, and F. C. Eeles of the Victoria and Albert 
Museum] 

“The Churches in the Medway Valley largely retain their painted glass up to the Restoration period, 
much of the Snodland work shows the Canterbury influence.”  (G). 

The East Window was erected by Canon Phelps, 1845. 

“Regarding the subject I would rather say nothing-but the execution is on right principles of the art.”'  
(G). 

“It is true that the glass in the East Window is very crude and ugly, but one has seen worse, and it has 
a certain value and interest of its own in the curious incongruity between the inscription at the bottom and 
the vesting of the figures.”  (E). 

THE CHANCEL—was lit originally by 6 small windows, and the East Window. One made way for 
the very large one, and another when the wall was cut to make room for the organ chamber. 

NORTH SIDE—“The glass on the North side of chancel is also of great value.”  (E). 

1. Window, near East end, quite recently restored, 19 new pieces had to be put in. The old parts are 
15th century work and are excellent. In the centre is a very grotesque face of a man. 

2. “Quarrywork with a stalk and leaf and double and completely surrounded outlinery, thick and thin, 
dating about 1305, “when natural foliage was coming in.”  (G). 

The rest of the work is made up of fragments of broken windows. 

3. “There is a quarry ground and bordure 14th century, with simple roses in the cusped area. Later 
14th century work is a figure of our Lord in act of blessing, having the double curvature as if in motion.” 
(G). It contains in one light the Arms of Eleanor of Castille, wife of Edward I. Notice the play on the 
“Castille” by insertion of “Castles” in the shield, and in the other the Lions of England of the period. The 
lines in this window are somewhat rare. The top little window is the picture of the face of a Royal Lion, 
14th Century. 

“All these windows are excellent.” (F.E.) 

SOUTH SIDE—“An Angel offering Incense” and “The good Shepherd” windows presented by Mrs. 
Eustace Hook, (made by Hughes). 

In the Vestry is an old window given by Canon Phelps and placed in Vestry at Archdeacon Carey's 
cost. 

NORTH AISLE—THE SO-CALLED PALMER WINDOW—Top—“An angel in a foiled window 
having a delicate hatched leaf ground work. The yellow tone being peculiarly fine.”  (G). 

(E) gives date 1380—says it is good and represents St. Matthew. 

The two lights “have delicately deviced quarries, relieved by a figure with shell in head-gear in the 
one case and another in Bishop's robes in the other. The quarries completely outlined, the bordure pieces 
having been cut to the curves of the cusping instead of having been as usual painted specially for their 
situation. The one is regarded as S. James the great [the other unknown, but may be S. Matthew, or S. 
James the first Bishop of Jerusalem]. The bordure pieces are relieved with blue and ruby.”  (G). “A good 
deal of this ruby colour is modern, as also part of the Bishop's cope.”  (E). 

Of the glass in the three small top windows (E) says 

I. S. Mark—Modern. 
2. S. Luke—Old and Modern. 
3.         S. John—Modern. 

2. Window in two lights representing the crucifixion and the Ascension.  It is in memory of Capt. W. 
H. Roberts, R.E., 1840. 



3. Window treating of the Crucifixion and the Resurrection erected by public subscription to the 
memory of Archdeacon Carey—formerly Rector of this Parish for 8 years.  Window made by Heaton and 
Butler). 

4. Window presented by four ladies of the Poynder family. 

5.  “Most of the plain glass in the window near the Font is old and very good indeed.” 

IN BAPTISTERY—Two-light window-representing an angel in each, and holding a shield with 
words, one referring to Holy Baptism, and in the other to the Blessed Trinity. 

LARGE WEST WINDOW—of three lights restored by Mrs. Hyde 1892. 

SOUTH WEST WINDOW—Two yellow lights with the words “Let the people praise Thee, O God,” 
etc. 

SOUTH AISLE—”Window filled with plain glass, very little is old.” 

2. Window representing S. Peter with the keys and S. Paul with the sword. This was originally the 
South East Window. “There is however a good deal of modern glass in it.” 

3. Window showing beautiful pictures of the six acts of Mercy. It was placed (as the Brass shows) in 
memory of Ann Roberts who died, May 18th, 1881. 

4. SOUTH EAST WINDOW—Tracing is very good indeed—when a faculty was sought to remove 
the window, as the Organ Chamber was to be built, the then Bishop refused his permission because of its 
beauty. The lower portion however has had to be cut away when the present organ was built, as otherwise 
the choir had no exit from the Vestry. 

The two little round windows over chancel are modern. The roof of the chancel was at one time higher 
than at present. 

NOTE ON PALMERS OR PILGRIMS:- 

S. Jerome (350 A.D), living in Bethlehem states that many Britons came on religious journeys to the Holy Land. 
The Crusades were military Pilgrimages. Local Pilgrimages were undertaken yearly by parents, so Archbishop 
Cranmer writes—"Thinking that God would hear their prayers in that place rather than in another place at the Shrines 
they offered candles, ymages of wax, rynges, beades, gold and and sylver abundantly. 

Pilgnmages were undertaken. (1) As an act of deep devotion to God. (2) To pray for someone in trouble or on a 
journey. (3) Often in fulfilment of a vow made in time of need or danger; or (4) Sometimes as an act of deep 
repentance. 

From the place of Pilgrimage a pilgrim brought back some special token.  At Canterbury it was a leaden Ampulla 
(flask) marked containing a little water in which the holy relic had been dipped. 

But he who went to the Holy Land brought back a palm branch, hence he derived the popular name of a Palmer. 
This name clung to him throughout his life and after became his family name. 

We must not forget that the Pilgrimage was a deeply religious act, and began in the Parish Church 
with personal confession of personal sins, and ended on return by first visiting his Parish Church to return 
thanks and there he hung up his staff and scrip. “The Sign” of his pilgrimage was usually buried with him 
or her. A Pilgrim usually received a certificate, which entitled him to free board and lodgings en route. 

Brasses and other Memorials. 

Under this heading will be found two separate accounts—First those now in the Church. 

Latin inscriptions on brasses are often difficult to make out on account of abbreviations and the 
curious Latin. The words in brackets and italics are the proper form of the Latin words. We will go round 
the Church, starting up the South Aisle. 

Pray for the soules of William Tilghman, the elder, and Isabell and Joan his wives, which William 
decssyd the xxvii. day of August, anno domini MCCCCCXLII., on whose soules Jesus have mercy. 

As you are so was I, and as I am so shall you be.  

Below is the family Crest, which is identical with the one the family use to-day. 

ON FLOOR by Choir Vestry door, a Brass in excellent preservation—The figure of a man with a 
scroll issuing from mouth, and the words: Jesu mercy, Jesu mercy, Jesu mercy.  Below is—Orate pro 
anima Rogeri Perot, qui obiit xvii. die mensis Septembris, anno domini  MCCCCLXXVI. cujus  anima  
propitetur Deus. Amen. [The date should be 1486: an ‘x’ is missing from Rev. Wall’s transcription.] 

[Pray for the soul of Roger Perot, who died 17th day of the month of September, in the year of the 
Lord 1476, on whose soul may God have mercy.]  Amen. 

The figure is dressed in the fashion for laymen which lasted only for a short while. John Perot was 
Rector at this time. 



VESTRY DOOR—Brass—stating the doors were erected in memory of Robert and Elizabeth 
Allender 1909. 

THE CHANCEL—Brass of thanksgiving for the return of the Rev. J. Bingley's two sons from the 
South African War 1899-1902. 

On sedilia wall a Brass recording fact of the erection of a window to memory of Archdeacon Carey. 

Ancient Brass on S. Floor outside Communion rail of a man, full face in civil dress, and his two 
wives, sideface, in veil, head-dress and gowns. circa 1530.  Nameplate wanting. 

On N. floor, stone, date 1712, Armorial Bearings and Crest of John Walwyn, 31 years Rector of this 
Parish. 

Above this grave, on the wall, are two fine Brasses, evidently taken from a grave and placed here in 
modern times. 

(1) A headless figure of a man in civil dress. 

(2) This inscription 

Hic jacet johns (johannes) filius lancastris heraldi Regis amor (armorum) qui obiit Xo die mens 
(mensis) Junii A0 (Anno) Dm (Domini) MilloCCCCXLI. Eus (ejus) an (anima) priit (propititur). Amen. 

[Here lies John, son of the Lancaster Herald King at Arms, who died l0th day of the month of June 
1441.  May God have mercy on his soul.  Amen.] 

Richard Brigge (or Brugg) appointed by Henry IV. was the only Lancaster Knight at Arms ever made. 

IN THE NORTH AISLE—A stone Memorial—Here lyeth ye body of Martha, eldest daughter of John 
Baynard., late of Shorne, in ye County of Kent, gent. First married, etc. She was afterwards married to 
Richard Manley of Holloway Court in this parish, Esq., by whom also shee left issue surviving her. Shee 
died ye 29th of March A.D. 1682, and in ye 58th yeare of her age. 

Her husband's memorial has disappeared, but it appears to have been a Brass. 

Richard Manley, armiger, qui objit vigesimo nono die Aprilis, anno salutis 1684. [Richard Manley, 
Knight, who died the 29th day of April, in the year of salvation 1684.] 

A stone shield recording death of Sam Lee, Aug.15, 1852, aged 26 years. A Brass J. † M.  (Jesu 
Mercy) 

William Lee of Holboro' Court, J.P. and D.L. for the County, for 17 years M.P. for Maidstone. Died 
Sept. 29th, 1881, aged 80. 

Also Christiana, his wife, died Dec. 14th, 1871, aged 70. This Brass is placed in loving remembrance 
by their only surviving child, Sarah Smith, The Gleaning, Rochester, and her eldest son, Samuel Lee 
Smith, Larkfield. 

IN THE AISLE—Brass—Orate p (pro) mabus (animabus) Edwardi Bischoptre et Margarete ux (uxor) 
ei (ejus) q' q'dem Edwardus obiit pmo (primo) die mes (mensis) sptis (septembris) et dea Margareta obiit 
xvi. die mes Novembris Ao dm MCCCCLXXVII. quorum mabs propititur Dues. Amen. [Pray for the souls 
of Edward Bischoptre and Margaret his wife, which same Edward died on the first day of September, and 
the lady Margareta died 16th day of November A.D. 1477, on whose souls may God have mercy.  Amen.] 

The man is in civil dress and pouch; the woman in butterfly head-dress and close fitting gown, both 
side face. 

Five “Charity Boards” 

1. referring to John May's gift for Church School. 

2. concerning his annual gift for ever of £20 for Overcoats for the three Parishes of Snodland, Halling 
and Birling. 

3. gift of Bread by W. Alisander, 1469. 

NOTE—No record of this can be traced. 

4. "1661. Edward Goddin, gent, left by will, land lying in Ive Church, Romney Marsh, to put out poor 
children apprentices, half to this Parish and half to Birling." 

5. "Mary Gorham gave to the Parish Church Council of this Parish £500 to be invested by them. The 
interest to be distributed through the Council to deserving cases in the Parish of Snodland and Lower 
Bir1ing—1921." 

Miss Gorham [died aged 99¼ years] also gave £100 to the restoration of the Churchyard.—1920. 

II. A list of Brasses, now lost, but which were in the Church before 1631, in which year John Weaver 
published his hook on "The Ancient Funeral Monuments of England." Evidently these brasses 



disappeared in the Civil War. [Rev. Wall, in error, transcribed many brasses from Northfleet church , not 
reproduced here.] 

8. Here in the church porch lyeth buried William Alisander, who gave a weekly stipend of bread to the 
poor for ever and died 1469. 

9. Here lyeth John Pole sonne of Henry Pole of Hartington in the County of Darby who deceased 
1487. 

10. Here lyeth  . . . Palmer of Otford, esquire (died 1407). 

12. “Fisher” says that there was a Brass with crest shield above in the Chancel to the memory of 
Thomas Dalby, Rector 1453. 

In BAPTISTERY WALLS are two sets of Texts cut in stone, illustrating Holy Baptism. 

ON WEST WALL—A Brass relates how the West Wall and Windows were re-decorated—As a 
special thanksgiving to Almighty God, Whitsuntide 1890. E.A.H. (Mrs. Eustace Hook). 

THE WAR MEMORIAL BRASS. 

IN THE PORCH-Two Oak Boards- 

(I) Sidell Tylghman of U.S.A. gave liberally to the cost of these bells in memory of his ancestor, 
William Tylghman, of Holloway, Court, Holborough. April 1920. 

(2) referring to the Church War Memorials. 

AD MAJOREM GLORIAM DEI, and in thankful remembrance of all Snodland men who fought in 
the Great War (1914-1918) the five bells in this Tower were restored and rung for ringing. 

To the glorious memory of those who died for their Country, a sixth bell was added, and a brass 
Tablet with their names was erected in the Nave of the Church. 

Charles de Rocfort Wall, Rector. 
Frank S. Dedrick } Churchwardens April 1920. 
Harry Norman 

Note—On E. wall the marks of a small brass with shield. Is this where the Alisander brass was? 

Also on floor behind W. cupboard a piece of Purbeck marble with rough edges, with a raised carved 
floriated cross—probably part of the top stone of a grave in the Church, date about 13th century. 

Outside the West Porch is a top stone of another grave with the marks where the brass used to be. 

Further Notes by " F. C. E." 

"This Church is an instance of an almost complete 13th Century Church in which later windows have 
been inserted, some just before the middle of 14th Century, and some shortly after. At the latter time the 
CHANCEL ARCH was renewed and enlarged and the FONT also dates from this period. It has marks 
showing its OLD cover was locked. The TOWER appears to be somewhat later, belonging to the 15th 
Century. The Church possesses features of peculiar value and interest besides the windows, and the 
remarkable Calvary on one of the S. Pillars. The ARCADES or Arches of Nave are 13th Century work. 
The SEDILLA—stonework good, especially corner pieces—stone seats modern and very thick. The 
remains of the SCREEN, made into an inner porch door, good. The top pieces of the ancient screen are 
fixed to the sides of the Porch wall.—Rich colour has lately appeared. The figures of B.V.M. and S. Anne 
on either side of screen door are foreign, Belgian, and 14th Century." 

Originally 12 crosses were cut on different parts of the walls for the Bishop to touch with holy oil at 
the Consecration of the Church. 

Found—(1) on left side of interesting old door with very fine iron handle and braces. The door leads 
to the staircase up the Tower. 

(2) on 3rd. stone left side of window by Memorial War Brass. 

(3) left side of S. Window by Altar—a rough circle, representing God, enclosing the letter X with a q 
the 3 first letters of the Greek word Christ. 

We fear the cross on left side wall by entrance door is a “forgery.” Plaster probably hides the other 
Crosses. 

The Crucifix 

behind the pulpit was given by the girls of the Church School in memory of all Snodland men who fell in 
the War. 

THE OAK CHEST—for the money offerings of “the Pilgrims.” Note:- the thickness of its wood-the 
money slit and the three padlocks, also the curve at back, showing it stood near a pillar. 



TOWER, First floor—The Priest's chamber. The rafters crossed where stone is marked. Note:- 
Fireplace, some glass in windows, hinges for shutters, lock on door embedded in heavy piece of wood, 
two heavy oak benches. 

The Altar Vessels. 

It is not known what has become of the former Vessels. The present ones date from 1841 and are thus 
inscribed 

“Given to the Church of Snod] and, and dedicated to the service of Almighty God, by the Rev. Henry 
Dampier Phelps, A.M., and the Rev. Thomas Prankhard Phelps, A.B., nephews of the Rector of 
Snodland—July 22nd, 1841.”  

The FLAGON also of silver—”Given to the Church of Snodland by the Family of Thomas Poynder, 
Esq., in gratitude for his recovery from severe illness. Presented to the Church, and dedicated to the 
service of Almighty God, July 5th, 1841.” 

There is also the small set mentioned earlier. 

THE HOOK FAMILY 

have been great benefactors to Snodland.  Among other gifts are 

The British Schools 

(now called "Hook Schools") 

in the  Holborough Road are unsectarian in character and supported entirely by Miss Hook and the 
government grants. It appears that some member of the Congregational Body desired to have a School 
other than the Church School, and a small School was started under Miss George. 

The rapid increase of the population of Snodland and the necessary provision of more School 
accommodation brought about the enlargement of the Schools. Mr. Joynson, paper manufacturer of S. 
Mary Cray, built the Schools in 1857, and he presented them to the inhabitants of Snodland, but 
unfortunately omitted to place them in the hands of a legal Trustee. 

The working of the Schools would appear to have been unsatisfactory for a lengthy period, and 
eventually Mr. Joynson put up for sale the whole place and School materials and Mr. C. T. Hook bought 
them.  The School rapidly entered into “efficiency.” 

On Mr. Hook's death, Mrs. Hook and the Misses Hook continued to support and to manage the 
Schools. In Sept. 1886, when the Free Education Act came into operation this School was placed under its 
provisions. It was enlarged by the inclusion of the Congregational Chapel (1887) which became the 
Infant's School and in 1906 the master's house was also included. 

There are about 600 children on the books. 

The Clock Tower 

in the Holborough Road was erected by Mrs. Hook and the Misses Hook in memory of Charles 
Townsend Hook who died February 11th, 1877. The dials are 6 ft. in diameter and the striking bell 
weights 4 cwt. The clock is fitted with an adjustable lighting apparatus and was endowed by the donors. 

The Almshouses 

in Waghorn Road, were erected by Miss M. M. Hook in memory of her brother, Mr. Eustace Hook. They 
were opened on December 27th, 1893. One house is for a member of the New Jerusalem Church; one for 
a member of the Church of England nominated by the Rector, and the third tenant is elected by  the 
general body of Nonconformists. 

A second building divided into four tenements, was erected by the late Miss A. D. Hook, in memory 
of the late Miss Drummond. It is not endowed but the tenants live rent free. 

The Technical School 

also in Waghorn Road was erected in 1893 by Miss A. D. Hook. Here lessons in Woodwork are given to 
the senior members of the two Snodland Boys' Schools. A very picturesque old Cottage had unfortunately 
to be destroyed to make room for this School. 

The Devonshire Rooms 

were erected by the Misses Hook in 1895. They have passed into the hands of the New Jerusalem Church. 
The Parish Council meets here, and the large room upstairs is frequently hired for entertainments and 
other meetings. 

 

 



The Fire Station 

the site of which was given by Miss M. Hook erected in 1923 by a loan on the Rates. Architect was Mr. 
John Mason. The whole business was carried through by the Parish Council, Mr. C. Godfrey being 
chairman of the Council. 

The Institute 

was erected by the late William Lee, Esq., M.P., on January 9th, 1887 [1877], and contains reading and 
billiard rooms, library and a large concert hall, etc. The membership averages about 200 men. 

Census Returns for Parish of All Saints, Snodland. 

The Civil Parish of Snodland now includes the two Parishes of All Saints and Christ Church, Lower 
Birling (except Ham Hill district). 

The Census of 1921 gives 4,998 as the total population for All Saints and Lower Birling (with Ham 
Hill). 

The Snodland Brook or Common. 

There are some 70 acres of marsh land in the Parish managed by Committee of Parish Council. A 
large part is let to Messrs. C. Townsend Hook & Co., and the proceeds go to the expense of lighting the 
civil Parish of Snodland. 

Vestry Books 

A very few notes from the Minutes of the Vestry Meetings from 1838 till the Parish Council began. 

Up to 1863 only election of Wardens, Overseers, Surveyors and J.P.s are notified—also Church Rates. 

A great deal of time and worry seems to have been taken up in the management of  “The Brook” and 
the many criticisms, etc., concerning it. 

1863. High Street widened on North side -15 feet from centre of Road. Paid chiefly by public 
subscription. 

1867. The Village Pound removed. 

1868. The last Church Rate made. Church Accounts begin with items paid to Messrs. Hook & Co. for 
Gas. 

1879. Mr. Lee gave new Warming Apparatus for the Church. 

1880. Mr. T. Hilder elected Assistant Overseer by poll. 

1887. Lighting Act adopted. 

Hook & Co. become a Limited Company. Gas Company founded—21 lamps in use. 

The Church Bells. 

In 1873 it was found impossible to ring the three existing Bells; the Tower floor was not then safe for 
ringing and one Bell dated 1664 was cracked. This Bell was exchanged in part payment for a new one. 
The balance being paid by Canon Carey. At the same time Mr. W. Lee gave two Bells. These five were 
placed in a wood frame along one side of the Tower and were fixed so that they could only be chimed by 
means of a simple apparatus. A sixth Bell was added April 1919 with the following inscription 

Alfred Bowell made me and hung us all. AD GLORIAM DEl, and in memory of the men of Snodland 
who fell in the Great War 1914-1918. 

At the same time the Bells were arranged in a steel frame and hung for ringing by Messrs. Alfred 
Bowell, Ipswich 

No. IV. 1589 is year after the Armada and is the work of “Gylles Rive.” 

Messrs. Mears and Stainbank were responsible for the work done in 1873. 

PARISH CHURCH WAR MEMORIAL 

A CONCISE STATEMENT 

Receipts 

  £  s. d. 
Subscriptions 256 19 3 
Entertainment, etc. 148 9  0 ½ 
Interest on Deposit 2 19 0 
 408 7 3½ 

Payments 
Bells 260 0 0 
Brass Tablet 66 6 3 



Tower repairs (interior) 39 8 6 
Porch Tablet (A) 4 1 8  6 
Porch Tablet (B)  — 
Other Expenses 25 10 5½ 
Balance to Bell Repair Fund 11 5 7 
 408 7 3½ 
N.B.—Tablet (B) was privately given. 

 

Lieutenant Waghorn, R.N. 

was the most notable person of modern times to throw lustre on Snodland It was at "The Lodge" that 
he worked out the overland route to India A wonderful door still exists there, and the materials for which 
he brought from abroad. The government did little for him or for his widow. 

He lies buried in the Churchyard by the Choir Vestry door. 

The very fine statue to his memory near the road bridge at Chatham is well known. 

The following Tablet in stone is on the South Wall 

To the memory of 

Thomas Fletcher Waghorn, lieu. R.N. who by extraordinary abilities and self-devotedness became one 
of the greatest benefactors to his country, by exploring and bringing to perfection the short overland route 
to the East Indies. 

He entered the Royal Navy at the age of 12 years, and served as midshipman in the “Bahama," under 
Capt. Wilson. 

He was afterwards engaged in the Bengal Pilot Service. 

This first suggested the utility of the overland route, and enabled him to acquire the knowledge 
necessary for bringing this great undertaking to perfection, which ho did under circumstances of peculiar 
difficulty and discouragement in the year 1841. 

Nothing could exceed the perseverance, energy and untiring vigilance of this high-spirited officer 
when on duty; or his warmth of heart and most kindly feeling in private life. 

He died January 7th 1850, aged 49 years. 

The Church Schools 

were founded by John May of Holborough in 1800 for the free education in reading, writing and 
arithmetic of 20 poor children of Snodland, and 10 from each of the Parishes of Halling and Birling. 

The Schoolmaster was to receive the princely sum of £20 yearly and a house rent free, but he was to 
keep this in repair to the satisfaction of the Trustees. 

In 1836 the property of the School consisted of a good dwelling house with two schoolrooms, a barn, 
oast house and 4 acres of land, and a right of common for two cows, also 20 acres of salt marsh. 

The history of the School from the beginning, outside the Teaching part, consists chiefly of pulling 
down in order to re-build larger and better premises.  Thus more recently, 1853 and 1868, 1871, 1877, 
saw new buildings, and now in 1925 new plans are before the Managers to adapt the buildings to the 
requirements of a Junior School should the Central School be erected. 

The important Sale of Land took place in 1867, when- 

(i) About 2¾ acres in front of Queens Hotel were sold for £2,402, on most of which May Street was 
built (named after John May). 

(2) 16 acres by the River were sold for £500. To-day, Church Fields and the Factories rise on that 
land. 

The expense of all this building, together with the sums of money demanded by the Commissioners by 
which the capital sum might be replaced in 30 years at compound interest, swallowed nearly all the 
property of the School, and when the present Rector arrived in  1909 the income was 18/7 quarterly, out 
of which the School buildings had to be kept in repair.  The debt was then nearly £100 and quickly rose in 
1916 to £236.  Fortunately, by the clever investment by the Commissioners the capital was replaced about 
that time—five years before the time—since when the School enjoys the annual income of some £70. 

Mr. Tom Hilder came at Easter 1866, and was followed by Mr. Charles Godfrey in 1887, who retired 
March 31st. 1925, Lieut. H. Deuchars being appointed in his stead. 

 

 



Christ Church, Lower Birling. 

The Brook in its wanderings divides Snodland into two Church Parishes.  When houses began to be 
built on the Brook, Sunday School and occasional Services were held in an iron room in Oxford Street. 
This Room during the day was used as a private School, and is now the Headquarters of the Salvation 
Army. 

A site for a permanent building was given by the Rev, Canon Colson, and the Church was erected by 
voluntary subscriptions. The foundation stone being laid by the Hon. Mrs. Ralph NevilI, April 30th, 1892.  
It was consecrated October I892 [1893] as a Chapel-of-ease to Birling. 

In April 1897, the year of Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee, the Victoria Room was opened as a 
Parish Room. 

The next step was taken in January 1911, when by an Order in Council, Christ Church was made into 
a separate Parish including Ham Hill district and some outlying  hits  of  Snodland  Parish especially 
Grove Farm. The Patronage was placed in the care of the Church Patronage Aid Society. 

The Rev. A. P. Williams, who had been Curate. in-charge from Nov. 1908, was in May  1911 
inducted as the first Vicar. 

Finally an excellently placed and well-built Vicarage was erected in 1916. 

1927. Autumn—Organ greatly enlarged at total cost of £260. Mr. C. Butcher, Organist. 

Heating Apparatus restored at cost of £96. 

Oct. 6th—Te Rev. A. P. Williams resigned, and became Vicar of All Hallows,  Hoo. 

Dec.—Harold J. Howden instituted. 

The Roman Catholics 

used occasionally to hold services in the Institute, their nearest church is S. Joseph's Church, Maidstone. 

Some account of Congregationalism in Snodland. 

Congregationalism was begun in Snodland in the year 1822 by agents of the Chatham Congregational 
Itinerant Society.  Mr. Joynson, who at that time ran the Paper Mill, converted two cottages into a room 
large enough to hold 200 people, and placed it at the disposal of these Christian workers. A community 
was gathered together, and for some years was a branch of the Ebenezer Church at Chatham. In 1836 this 
community became a separate Church under the pastoral care of the Rev. John Dorrington.  In 1855 
Providence Chapel was erected in the Holboro' Road at a cost of £500, much voluntary work being given. 
A subsequent enlargement was made as the needs grew.  In 1887 the Holboro' Road Chapel was sold to 
the Misses Hook for School purposes, and the present Church was erected, and opened on Nov. 28th, 
1888, by the Rev. Charles Haddon Spurgeon. 

Through the years this Church has fluctuated, but has ever been supported by a faithful band (if small) 
of men and women. 

In 1892 the Manse was built. 

The present Minister (1925) is the Rev. Joseph Wardle. 

The Primitive Methodists in Snodland 

In 1873 preaching was begun in Snodland by members from Maidstone. At first this work was done in 
the open air, but eventually Mr James Rand, Brook Street, lent his house. 

The appointment of the Rev. C. Harrison as Minister in 1886 caused such rapid growth in the 
membership that the present site was bought and the Church built at an inclusive cost of about £1,000. 

In 1899 a new School was erected at the back at a further cost of £500; the then Mayor of Maidstone, 
Alderman Vaughan, laying one of the memorial stones. 

The building has seating for about 225, and the School accommodates 125 children. 

By the enthusiasm and self-denial and thrift of the members (nearly all artizans) the very heavy cost of 
Church and Schools has been cleared away. 

The Church of the New Jerusalem. 

The members of this body, who are followers of the Swedish philosopher and theologian, Emanuel 
Swedenborg (born Jan. 29th, 1688, and died March 29th, 1772); first met in Snodland in a room 
belonging to the Hook family at their residence, Veles, High Street, which may be seen still in the front of 
the house next to Brook Street. The Society is the direct descendant of a small Society originally founded 
by the same family in Chalford, Gloucestershire. The present building in the early Gothic style was 
erected in 1882 as a Memorial to the late Mr. and Mrs. Hook and their son, Mr. Chas. Townsend Hook, 
the founder of the Paper Mills, and was dedicated on June 27th, 1882. 



The resident Minister occupies a house given to the Society by the Misses Hook. The Rev. W. T. 
Stonestreet, D.D., F.R.S.L., is the present Minister. 

The Baptists 

first held Services in the Institute, but now have a very nice Iron-room in Church Fields. 

The Salvation Army 

have their Headquarters in Oxford Street. The Officer-in-charge resides in Queens Road. 

Parish Council. 

LIST OF CHAIRMEN SINCE INAUGURATION. 

 1894.  George Corney. 
 1899 Wm. Robinson Hodgkinson. 
 1901 John Mason. 
 1903 Henry Thomas Beadle. 
 1905 Joshua Wilford. 
 1907 James Henry Burke. 
 1909 Joshua Wilford. 
 1910 Charles Godfrey. 
 1912 John Fletcher. 
 1915 Richard John Parris. 
 1917 Robert Hearne Smith. 
 1919 Wm. Robinson Hodgkinson. 
 1921 James Henry Burke. 
 1922 Charles Godfrey. 
 1923 Alfred Josiah Penny. 
 1924 Walter W. May. 
 1925 James George Coleman. 
 1926 Alfred J. Monk. 
         1927  C. de Rocfort Wall. 
         1928 

Burial Urns. 

Roman tiles in large quantity in the Church Walls keep ever before us the remembrance of the Roman 
dwellers in Snodland and of their houses along the River between Church and gasometer. 

Lying back some 200 yards or so and near the Holborough Road two large earthenware cooking pots 
were found by accident in 1923.  They each contained the burnt ashes of some old Roman—sandal nails 
and the chain length of a girdle were found in them.  Unfortunately they were left lying about within 
range of the schoolboys stones—one however has been very fairly put together by Mr. Tom Hilder, Junr. 
and presented with part of the chaingirdle to the Rector.  It is 16 inches high diameter of opening about 10 
in. and largest circumference 48. inches. 

PADDLESWORTH AND DODE. 

Paddlesworth, a mile and half from Snodland Station is now in Snodland Parish; Dode a further mile 
and more, as the crow flies, is only just outside that Parish. 

Yet it is nearly impossible to write of one building without thinking or referring to the other. Of the 
two Paddlesworth is certainly the more interesting, seeing it never fell into utter ruin as Dode did. Yet the 
latter, very carefully restored by Mr. G. M. Arnold and his wife in 1905-06, helps us to understand what 
Paddlesworth was like once upon a time. 

Moreover the inside measurements of the buildings are all but identical. 

 Paddlesworth Dode. 

Total length of building 45 ft. 9 in 44 ft. 8 in. 

Walls (about) height 17 0 17 0 

 thickness 2 10 2 10 

Nave- length 28 9 27 2 

 breadth 16 8 17 1 

Chancel- length 14 2 14 8 

 breadth ii 9 11 6 



In neither case are the angles of the walls right angles and therefore the walls are not parallel, also the 
chancel of Paddlesworth leans towards South and that of Dode to the North. 

Now near Snodland are the remains of two similar buildings. One, at Upper Halling, which was 
dedicated to S. Lawrence, is opposite “The Black Boy.”  It has helped to build an house Another is at 
New Hythe and can easily be seen from the Railway. This is a much better preserved building and has 
been made into two cottages. 

All four buildings were originally Norman parochial and rural Churches. It is quite possible that the 
Snodland Church of that period was like them too.  For it is a well known fact that large Churches and 
even Cathedrals were built round a smaller original building. To-day we find the old Parish Church of 
Truro has become part of the lately built Cathedral and is its lady chapel: the separating wall having been 
removed. 

The dedication of Paddlesworth is to S. Benedict but there is so far no trace of the dedication of Dode. 

Both Churches, but for a house or two, stand quite isolated—yet Dode is half-way along the old route 
from Trossley to the Cathedral and the Bishops spent much time at the former places. 

In considering ancient Churches isolated such as these, we must recall the terrible and staggering 
desolation caused by the Black Death (1349). Hamo of Hythe, Bishop of Rochester, living chiefly at 
Trossley "lost through the Black Death from his small household 4 priests, 5 gentlemen, 10 serving men, 
7 young clerks and 6 pages, 50 that not a soul remained who might serve him in any office." Dode then 
ceased to be used as a Church about 1349 and fell into ruin being used to shut up sheep and of late years a 
donkey was housed there. The walls became all but hidden by vegetation and so remained till 1904 when 
all this was cleared away from what remained of the ancient walls. 

Paddlesworth on the contrary was in use till as late as 1678, if not later—yet it appears that the Church 
was ordered to be disused in 1599.  Henry VIII had seized what property belonged to it, with the result 
that it brought in nothing to the Rector. To-day Paddlesworth is part of the legal title of the Rector of 
Snodland and it still augments his income by that large sum!   

In Snodland Churchyard, E. of the Tower, is a table tomb in memory of certain members of the Wray 
family who lived about 1700. They were evidently a family of some importance and are often mentioned 
in the Registers.  

Let us add a few particulars of Paddlesworth as it stands to-day—July 1926. 

It is used as a barn chiefly, but lately a family have curtained off the chancel and used it as a house! 
There is a very fine old red-brick fireplace where the Alter stood. 

It is greatly to be desired that the strong ivy tree at the East end be rooted out or it will cause great 
damage. 

The outside walls have been so often repaired that nothing can be learned from them. The large 
doorway on the North near the pond has been robbed of its stones and door.  Hussey writes "The N. porch 
has been removed and a door opened in S. wall." Across the pond is a stable—its doorway is believed to 
be made of the ancient stones of the N. Door. It is a well made and finished stone doorway (6 x 4 inside) 
with a heavy flat cornice. 

On entry we notice immediately that without doubt we are in a Church. The fine chancel arch of 
Ashdown forest sandstone with its ends carved in near life-sized human heads dates from the middle of 
the 14th century-only the noses of the faces are at all damaged.  This chancel arch took the place of an 
earlier one. In the side walls are marks of the ancient Rood. 

At the same period the walls were replastered and  curiously  decorated  with  small  circles irregularly 
placed and varying in size, many of them enclosing arcs of circles and forming a cross. 

The walls on the inside tell a story—what caused the builders to build in three distinct stages? Was it 
lack of materials or money? The stages are there however. 

1st. The first 7 feet from the ground-built of flint with Norman mortar, light brown and bits of chalk or 
badly burnt lime, all evident to the naked eye. 

2nd.  Next 3 feet-smaller flints and some Tufa, grey mortar and bits of chalk—but better mortar. 

3rd. Thin Kentish ragstones and small admixture of flints.  Some Caen stone used to finish heads of 
openings of windows. "These last stones finely faced with the axe and finely jointed give date of middle 
Norman period, second decade of 12th century." 

There was an aumbry in South side (North side at Dode) of the Chancel but it has disappeared and 
only a hollow remains. There is, however, another aumbry in the South nave wall near the Chancel arch. 



One foot either way.  It is thought that the Rector lived in a room built in the west end of roof and at one 
time in a house close by and to the S.E. 

The roof would originally be thatch. The present one was placed in 1845, as the date and initials on 
one beam show T. S. 1845. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


