
1845 
 
[The Times, 3 December]. We regret to state that Mrs. Waghorn, the wife of 
Lieutenant Waghorn, met with an accident last week by which she received a 
compound fracture of one of her legs. The accident occurred on the way from her 
residence at Snodland to Strood, in a four-wheeled carriage driven by the man-
servant, when the horse shied at a donkey in the road and started off. The servant 
begged his mistress to keep her seat, telling her he should be able to pull the 
horse up; but she became alarmed, threw herself out, and thus, unfortunately, met 
with the accident. 

 
1854 

 

[Kent Messenger, 18 July]. An inquest was held on Saturday, before Mr. Kipping, at 
the Infirmary, on the body of the boy Frank Charles Edwards, who met his death 
by an accident at Mr. Cubitt’s works at Burham. Jesse Blunden, labourer, of Wheeler 
Street, Maidstone, who worked in Mr. Cubitt’s brickyard, said he knew the boy by 
sight. He also worked at the brickyard. About 25 minutes to 9 on Friday morning he 
heard a man say there was a boy in the mill. He ran to the pug mill and found the 
boy’s father there. Witness saw the boy in the mill. He and his father helped him 
out. He looked over into the mill and saw one of the boy’s legs was off. He heard 
him tell his father that he slipped or fell in, he could not be certain which. The boy 
was employed at different things, and had been employed to push clay into this mill 
occasionally for two months. The mill was used for pipe making. When they took 
him out of the mill they put him into a chair and he was taken to the infirmary. By 
a juror—the accident could not have occurred easily, if the boy had been engaged at 
his work, as he was only required to push clay into the mill. Charles Frank 
Edwards, the father of the boy, said he was a smith, at Mr. Cubitt’s mills, at 
Burham, and that on Friday morning he was told his son was in the mill, when he 
ran there and saw his son in the hopper. The boy told him he had fallen in. He was 
got out with assistance. He did not speak again till on the road to Maidstone, when 
he said “Oh, poor father.” Witness replied, “Oh, poor son, you’re ruined.” The poor 
boy then said that he was putting some dirt in, when he slipped. The boy said several 
times that he did not get up to the hole, but he was on top when he fell in with 
the dirt. There is a place where a door opens to put in trimmings, son said he was 
on the top and not at the hole. He came with him to the Infirmary. He was ten 
years old. A man brought the stuff to him, and he only had to roll it in on the floor. 
He could put the stuff in without going nearer the hole than 3 feet. Witness did not 
think there was any danger in the employment, and had been to see the boy at work 
several times. In answer to questions by the jury, the father stated that from the 
greasy nature of the stuff the boy might easily have slipped up and might then 
have gone in with the dirt. It was a floor that he stood on, and not on a stage. Some 
who heard him at first, ran away frightened. The father had repeatedly cautioned 
him not to go near any of the machinery or holes. The father’s opinion was that it 
was the boy’s own fault, and that he must have been looking away from his work at 
the time. If a guard had been placed there the boy would have gone in head first. 
There are boys employed at the mill smaller than his son was. Mr. William Varney, 
superintendent of the pipe-making factory at the works, said the boy had been 
employed below where the accident occurred, for some time, with several other 
boys. The deceased was rather mischievous, and had thrown clay at an older boy, 



which led to a disturbance, and then witness put him where he was, that he might be 
out of mischief. The boy had only to put the clay in with his hand or his foot when 
brought to him. It was not at all dangerous work. The hole was on a level with the 
floor, and about one foot ten inches in diameter. It was a hopper, with a beam 
across. The mill was worked by steam. He was not supplied with a spade or shovel. 
The clay was in lumps. The hole was as small as it could be to admit of the clay going 
in. Anything put up as a guard would render it more dangerous. There were about 
40 mills of the same construction at work. In answer to other questions, Mr. Varney 
stated that the beam protected the boy. Only the right leg was in the mill, the body 
was lying on the floor. The hopper was about 18 inches deep. The leg had been cut 
off with one of the knives. Mr. H. C. Sedgwick, house surgeon at the Infirmary, 
that the boy was brought there on Friday morning. He was in a state of collapse, 
with his leg beside him. As there was no hemorrhage, nothing could be done for him. 
Stimulants were given him, but he never rallied. He became sensible a few minutes 
before his death, which occurred at a quarter past 3 in the afternoon. A verdict of 
accidental death was returned, and the jury expressed their decided opinion that no 
blame could be attached to any person, and that there was no carelessness in the 
however, was blowing a hurricane at the time, and this and deceased being very 
deaf prevented his hearing the approaching train, which he did not even appear to 
notice, and before the speed could be sensibly diminished the engine caught him 
and hurled him a considerable distance, causing almost instantaneous death. As 
soon as possible the train was stopped and the remains of the deceased collected 
together to await an inquest by Mr. Dudlaw, the coroner for the district. A sickening 
sensation was produced among the passengers in the train who witnessed the fatal 
occurrence. 

 
  1861 

 

[The Times, 7 February]. An accident occurred on the North Kent line, between 
Cuxton and Snodland stations, at a short distance from Rochester, yesterday 
morning, by which an old man, named John Austen, was instantaneously killed, 
having been cut to pieces by a fast passenger train running over him. The deceased, 
who was stated to be upwards of 70 years of age, was employed at the Snodland paper 
mills, and on the morning of the accident was sent on some business to Lee’s 
cement works, a short distance up the line. Before reaching his destination he 
would have to cross the railway by a public footpath, and as he was known to be 
very deaf, and the trains passed one another in quick succession, he was cautioned 
to be careful and keep a look out. The deceased was in the act of stepping on to 
the line when the 9.25 fast train from Maidstone, which is due at Strood at 9.50, 
came up at great speed. The engine-driver saw the danger the deceased incurred, 
and sounded the alarm whistle and put down the brakes. The wind, however, was 
blowing a hurricane at the time, and this and deceased being very deaf prevented 
his hearing the approaching train, which he did not even appear to notice, and 
before the speed could be sensibly diminished the engine caught him and hurled 
him a considerable distance, causing almost instantaneous death. As soon as 
possible the train was stopped and the remains of the deceased collected together to 
await an inquest by Mr. Dudlaw, the coroner for the district. A sickening sensation 
was produced among the passengers in the train who witnessed the fatal occurrence. 

 
1863 



 
[Chatham News, 25 April]. On Thursday last a lad named George Fledget was 
engaged at the Burham lime-works in shunting some wagons when he accidentally 
fell; and the wagons, which were heavily laden with chalk, passed over his right 
arm, fracturing it in two places. He was immediately taken to the West Kent 
General Hospital, where he is doing as well as can be expected, considering the 
severity of the injury. 

 
1865 

 
[Maidstone Journal and Kentish Advertiser, 27 November] Henry Cook, a lad, 
aged 13, in the employ of W. Lee, Esq., M.P., Snodland, met with a severe accident. 
It appears he was working in a chalk-pit, removing a quantity of chalk, when he 
fell from one of the waggons, and three of them passed over his legs, producing 
severe lacerations of the left leg. The right leg was also lacerated, but not so badly as 
the left. He was brought to the West Kent General Hospital and immediately 
attended to by the house surgeon. 

 
1867 

 

[Kent Messenger, 23 March].  Recently a very painful accident happened at Messrs. 
Hook's paper mill, Snodland, to a lad named Goldsmith, aged 16. It would appear 
that he was attending to the melting of some zinc when the vessel containing it 
burst, and the lad was covered with patches of the molten metal. His clothes were 
burnt through, his face extensively burnt, and both eyes were seriously injured. He 
was taken to the Kent County Opthalmic Hospital, at Maidstone, where, under the 
treatment of Mr Adams (the hon. surgeon to the institution) he is doing well. 

 
[Maidstone and Kentish Journal, 29 October]. On Thursday afternoon an inquest 
was held before J. B. Stephens, Esq., borough coroner, at the West Kent General 
Hospital, Maidstone, on the body of John Henry Simmonds, aged 18, who was 
fatally injured on Monday while working at the lime and cement works  of  W. Lee, 
Esq., M.P.  The evidence of George Crowhurst went to show that, on Monday 
afternoon, the deceased was working with him at one of the cement kilns. They were 
engaged in drawing the cement out of the kiln, deceased being at the top pitching 
it down with a crowbar, and witness was at the bottom. When they had done, 
Simmonds went inside the kiln with the intention of coming down. A rope is placed 
in the kilns to help the men to descend, but the deceased tried to come down on 
the cement, without catching hold of the rope, and the consequence was that, when 
about 6ft. from the bottom, the cement gave way and he fell. Crowhurst, who did 
not know that the deceased was coming down, went to him to render him 
assistance, but the deceased had got out of the kiln himself, and was lying on his 
back. He was taken to the West Kent Hospital. Mr. Wilson, the house- surgeon, 
stated that the deceased was under his care, and on his being brought into the 
Hospital on Monday evening he examined him, but found no fractures, or any signs 
of external injury whatever. He complained of great pain in the abdomen, and 
vomitted much, and it was evident that he was suffering from some severe internal 
injury. He died on Tuesday evening. 

Witness made a post-mortem examination, and found that one of the bowels near 
the stomach had been ruptured, and this was the cause of death. The jury returned 



a verdict in accordance with the medical testimony, and considered that no blame 
was attachable to any one. They suggested, however, that in future a rope should 
always be passed round the bodies of the men when descending; that the man 
working at the bottom of the kiln should receive due notice when the man above was 
coming down; and that a fine should be inflicted in case of disobedience. The Coroner 
has since communicated with Mr. Lee on the matter, representing to him the nature 
of the expressions that fell from the jury. Mr. Lee, in answering the coroner’s letter, 
stated that he was always glad to receive and desirous of attending to any 
suggestion that might be offered for the protection of life on his works. He informed 
the coroner, however, that deceased had no business to be where he was when he 
met his death. 

 
1866 

 
[Maidstone Journal and Kentish Advertiser, 14 May] This (Monday) morning about 
a quarter past eight o’clock, and accident occurred to a youth named William Saul, 
who was employed to look after the dying cylinders at Mr. Hook’s paper mills, 
Snodland. He was standing on a stage when he slipped and fell upon the cylinder, 
burning his arm rather severely. He was conveyed to the West Kent Hospital, where 
the wounds were dressed by Mr. Argles, the house surgeon, and he is progressing 
favourably. 

 
1868 

 

[Parochialia]. On Saturday Sep. 26, 1868, a man named Cash was endeavouring to 
put a band round a shaft which was revolving 140 times in a minute, when he was 
caught by the shaft, and for a minute or thereabouts he was carried round with 
it. The machine was however, thrown out of gear, and by a miracle he was saved—
his clothes torn to pieces, but beyond a few abrasions himself unhurt. It occurred at 
the Paper Mill. 

 
1869 

 
[Kent Messenger, 24 July]. On Wednesday last, about half-past four in the 
afternoon, a boy named William Boorman, aged 12, son of Mr Boorman beershop-
keeper, Snodland, went with three other little boys to bathe in the river Medway, just 
opposite the New Cement Factory, belonging to Messrs Peters Brothers. It was low 
water at the time, and the boys having un- dressed, proceeded to walk into the water, 
when the unfortunate deceased slipped into one of the large holes, with which this 
river abounds, and disappeared. A man by the nick-name of “Blue Mantle,” who was 
working close by on the wharves, hearing the cries of the boys jumped into the water 
immediately, and dived down several times to rescue him, but could not find him. 
Boats and drags were at once procured, and every means taken by numbers of men 
to recover the body, but up to Thursday night, without success. The news was 
conveyed to the mother in a very distressing manner. One of the little boys snatching 
up the clothes and boots of the deceased ran to the village, and into the mother’s 
house, and putting down the clothes, exclaimed almost breathless—”Here, Mrs 
Boorman, here’s Bill’s clothes. Bill’s drowned in the river.” The effect produced on 
the poor woman by the sad intelligence, is better imagined than described. 
 



[Maidstone Journal and Kentish Advertiser, 27 December] John Paddick, an engine 
driver, in the employ of Messrs. Peters Brothers, at Snodland, was cleaning the 
machine when the waste which he was using caught the cogs, and his arm was drawn 
in, severely injuring it. He was conveyed to the West Kent General Hospital. 

 
1871 

 
[Kent Messenger, 25 March]. On Thursday night, March 16th, Mr. Vane, a 
shoemaker, residing at Snodland, committed suicide by allowing a train [the 9-40 
from Maidstone] to pass over him. The body was found on the line near Mr. 
Formby’s works, one of his limbs being several yards from the body, and there were 
also footmarks along the sides of the rails. ... Deceased had been in a low state of 
mind for some time past. 

[Maidstone Journal and Kentish Advertiser, 19 June] On Tuesday, Richard Wallis, 
employed by Messrs. Lee and Co., while engaged in repairing a kiln, fell a depth 
of 30 feet. Fortunately his fall was broken by a scaffold, and the poor man fell on his 
side, but when picked up was quite unconscious. Dr. White, of Snodland, was sent 
for, and immediately attended, when he found that Wallis had sustained 
concussion of the brain and spine, but he is now progressing favourably. 

 
1873 

 
[Kent Messenger, 23 July]. On Thursday afternoon last an inquest was held at the 
Queen’s Head Hotel, before H. D. Wildes, Esq., deputy coroner, and a respectable 
jury of whom Mr. Peters was chosen foreman, to enquire into the circumstances 
attending the death of Caroline Miller, wife of James.  

The jury having been sworn and viewed the body, the first witness, Thos. Kelsey, 
stoker at Snodland Mill, was called, and he deposed to seeing deceased go through 
the stoke-hole at about half-past ten or a quarter to eleven on the previous day. 
The stoke-hole was by the canal, and he saw deceased go back in about twenty 
minutes. She only walked through and did not stop. She went out on the last 
occasion the way that would lead to the creek. She was alone, and she did not speak 
to witness. She  was  a  stranger  to  him,  but  he  was  certain  it  was  the deceased. 
There were two barges and a billyboy in the creek, and any person would have a 
right to go through the stoke-hole if they were engaged on a barge lying there. He had 
seen deceased on a barge which was made fast at eight o’clock the same evening. 

James Miller, husband of deceased, and captain of the barge All Hallows, which 
hailed from the port of Rochester, said deceased was in her 28th year. His barge 
was lying, on the previous day, in the creek that led to Snodland Works. The 
barge was made fast at about one o’clock that day. They had been in the creek 
some days, but had only shifted up to their position for unloading the same tide 
as the misfortune occurred. There were two barges in the creek—the Cobham and 
witness’s—and in order to reach the shore the persons on his barge had to hatch on 
to the Cobham. They were living on board the barge—witness, his wife, and three 
children, and also his mate. He went on shore at about a quarter-past nine on the 
previous evening, and then there were only deceased and the three children on 
board. The last words he said to deceased were, “Mind you don’t go sprawling over 
the Cobham stack, or you will fall down and break your neck, or something or other.” 
He said that because he thought she might go gossiping with the wife of the captain 
of the Cobham. She replied “go on.” She had no occasion to go on shore that night as 



witness was aware of. He returned at about twenty minutes past eleven, and seeing 
his children asleep, and not his wife, he thought she had fallen overboard, and called 
to the captain of the Cobham, but the noise of the mill would not allow of his 
hearing him, and he therefore called his mate for a hook, and felt his wife, but not 
having the heart to pull her out he called the other captain, and with assistance they 
got her out and brought her to that house, and went for a doctor, who came in a 
few minutes. When he returned to the barge the tide was nearly at high water. His 
mate put the hatch across to the Cobham, but it was quite firm, as witness went 
across it several times himself. He found the hatch fallen, and that raised his 
suspicions. The barges were about six or seven feet apart, and were of the same 
build. It was the motion of the water that caused the hatch to fall. The hatch was 
fastened at one end, and therefore only one end was in the water. There was all six 
feet of water in the creek—quite sufficient to drown any man or woman. 

George Daniel Hogwood, captain of the barge Cobham, said he went on shore 
with deceased’s husband, and upon their return he heard him calling for witness. 
His (Mr Millar’s) mate told him that they had lost the missus. He got the riding lights 
to see if there was anything floating about in the water that might have come off 
deceased’s head. The children were all crying for their mother. They could not find 
anything, but with a boat-hook they found deceased’s body, which they got out 
with the assistance of Mr. Hook’s man. They could not find a policeman and they 
rang up the landlord of that house, who advised them to get the doctor who lived 
opposite. They did so and he was there in a short time. The body was warm when he 
found it. It was not the practice to make the hatches fast at both ends, and they would 
not do it at all if they were certain they would not go away. 

John Bush, mate of the All Hallows barge, said that deceased came on deck and 
got the baby to sleep, she then said she should go on shore and get some beer 
and cheese. That was about a quarter to ten, and he saw her come on board his barge 
again about a quarter of an hour after. She then took the baby up, as it cried. In 
about a quarter of an hour he went to bed, and that was the last he saw of her alive, 
but he saw her body found. He did not hear any noise as he was asleep. 

In answer to questions from the coroner, both captains said they could not be 
certain of the exact time they returned to their barges, as they only guessed at the 
time. 

The Coroner here said that it appeared to him that deceased came on shore twice, 
and she had been in the water for an hour at the least, as he thought the captains 
were later than they stated. 

The jury returned a verdict of “Accidentally drowned.” 
 

1874 
 
[Kent Messenger, 17 January]. An accident, which might have been attended by 
serious consequences, took place here on Friday last. As Dr. White was being driven 
by  Mr. Barker of the Queen's Hotel, to visit a patient late in the evening, the gig 
came into collision with a night soil cart which had been left standing for some 
time in the narrowest and darkest part of the main street. In an instant the gig was 
overset, and both occupants pitched out. The doctor got three of his ribs injured, 
with a severe sprain of the shoulder. Mr Barker was also injured, but less so. They, 
however, proceeded on their journey, the doctor suffering most acutely, to 
Pomfrey, a hamlet on the outskirts of the parish [on the hill above Dode church], 
and on reaching the hill it was found that the harnises was so much injured that 
they were obliged to walk for upwards of a mile across ploughed fields to their 



destination. His duty discharged, Dr. White returned to require in his turn the 
services of Drs. Pope and Furley, whose friendly and skilful aid enabled him to 
speedily resume his vocation, at the cost however of much suffering, from which 
he has not yet recovered. Thanks to the almost criminal folly which could leave 
such a cart in such a place, and on such a night, to recklessly imperil valuable lives. 

 

[Kent Messenger, 8 August]. On Monday last Wm. Thomas Russell, a lad of 13 
years, though a good swimmer, met with his death while bathing in the creek near 
Messrs Hook’s Mills. The body was picked up after at least twenty minutes’ 
submersion. He was then taken to the paper mills and at once placed in a warm 
bath and medical aid was sent for. Dr White was immediately on the spot and had the 
poor boy at once taken out of the bath and placed in warm blankets and rubbed dry. 
He then proceeded to try Mr Sylvester and Marshall Hall’s methods of resuscitation. 
Drawing the tongue forwards the arms were placed at the side of the body and then 
raised upwards above the head to imitate the movements of respiration. Also placing 
one arm across the chest the body was rolled over on to the face, and these 
movements were alternately practiced for three quarters of an hour, while four 
men rubbed the limbs assiduously the whole time. We regret to say these untiring 
efforts were not crowned with success. It has been decided not to hold an in- quest. 

 
[Kent Messenger, 29 August]. On Friday last John Upton, an apprentice of Mr 
Barker, was seated in one of his vans when the horse started suddenly forward and 
the boy was thrown out on to the road, one of the wheels passing over him. He was 
found to have a severe scalp wound and contusion of one of his ribs. The same 
afternoon an elderly man, William Walker, in the employ of Mr Luck, while 
engaged in marking sheep was tripped up by one of them and fell, breaking one of 
his legs just above the ankle. The following morning Sydney Kemsley, a lad in the 
employ of Mr Norman, Halling, was standing by an empty van when the horse 
suddenly took fright and set off, knocking the boy down, and one of the wheels 
passed over his hip, causing a severe contusion, but fortunately nothing more 
serious. All three are under the care of Dr. White, Snodland, and we are happy to 
say to say progressing most favourably. 

 
1875 

 

[Kent Messenger, 25 September] The discovery of a human body in the Medway just 
beyond Snodland, under somewhat suspicious circumstances, on Monday last, 
caused what the report not inaptly terms “quite a sensation” among the people living 
in the neighbourhood. Subsequent investigation, though much still remains to be 
explained, has, however, gone far towards a satisfactory solution of the mystery. 
The body was that of a man, apparently a soldier. The hands were tied, but this 
appears to be no uncommon occurrence in cases of suicides, and, from the position 
of the hands, all the witnesses who saw them were agreed that the deceased might 
have tied them himself. As to the question of identity, the evidence was conflicting 
enough. A soldier in the 3d Battalion of the 60th Rifles, names BELL, has been 
missing from Chatham since the 11th instant, and a private in the same regiment, 
who was examined at the coroner’s inquiry, said that he and BELL and a civilian 
named IVO KER were drinking together at a public house near Chatham on Saturday 
fortnight. In the course of their debauch the witness went to sleep, and when he 
awoke BELL was gone, and the civilian complained that he had been robbed. He 



recognised the jacket and badge as having belonged to BELL, but he could not 
positively identify the body. The conflicting point in the case is that another witness 
identified the trousers, boots, socks, shirt, &c., found on the body as those of IVO 
KER. The civilian, it was stated, was in the habit of changing his clothes with 
soldiers, and this circumstance may account for the incongruity of the clothing, 
though it is strange that neither of the two men have been seen since the night in 
question. The body was greatly decomposed, but so far as Dr. WHITE was able to 
ascertain, there were no marks of violence upon it, and this fact no doubt gives 
credence to the assumption that the deceased, which ever of the two men he be, 
committed suicide. The jury returned an open verdict, and in the meantime the result 
of the inquiries being made by the police may elucidate the true facts of the affair, or 
tend to confirm the conjecture of the jury and the public. 

 
1876 

 
[Kent Messenger, 12 February] Shortly before two o’clock on Wednesday afternoon 
last, a terrific explosion took place on the Medway off Burham, which resulted in the 
death of two men, several others also being injured, two of them seriously. The 
following particulars were gleaned from those who witnessed the explosion, and 
therefore may be relied upon, but some additional facts will probably be brought to 
light at the inquest. 

The steam tug Prince of Wales, belonging to Mr. Shaw, of Rochester, was in the 
Medway, a short distance from the Burham Cement Works, two empty lighters being 
attached to the tug. The barges Busy Bee and Caroline, belonging to Mr. R. Benzie, 
of Maidstone, were in close proximity, and had been or were to be taken in tow by 
the tug, on board of which there were four persons, consisting of John Stretton, 
engineer, of New-road, Brompton, a married man with three children; John Vickers, 
of Rochester; and John Wright, master of the vessel. Without the slightest warning 
the boiler in the tug blew up, with a terrific report, and the greatest consternation 
prevailed among those in the immediate neighbourhood, who were for a short 
period enveloped in steam, and several of them almost saturated with moisture. 
When the vapour cleared away the tug had completely disappeared so far as its 
previous form was concerned, but the surface of the river appeared almost covered 
with pieces of wood, varying in size from small splinters to mas- sive timbers. William 
Farrington, a waterman, with considerable presence of mind, soon collected three 
other men who were near the cement works, and put off in a boat to render 
assistance. They picked up Vickers, who was in the water clinging to a piece of timber. 
He afterward stated that those on board the tug were joking with each other, when 
he suddenly found him- self in the water. He swam to a piece of timber, and was 
after- wards picked up by the boat. He could not account for the ex- plosion. Besides 
other injuries, Vickers received a compound fracture of one ankle. At his own 
request he was conveyed to his home at Rochester. Wright was blown from the tug 
on to one of the other vessels, and although alive and without a bro- ken bone, he 
received several serious knocks, cuts, &c. He was taken on shore by the boat 
mentioned above, and then to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital Rochester. Stretton’s 
body was found in an adjoining field, but at a distance little short of a hundred yards 
from the tug, a deep indentation in the ground marking the spot where he fell. Death 
must have been instantaneous, for nearly the whole of the clothing was blown from 
his body. An old man named Henry Cheeseman states that while setting a mole-
trap in the field near to the water, he was startled by a loud report, and upon 



looking up saw the body of Stretton flying through the air at a height, he should say, 
of 12 or 14 rods. He is corroborated in this statement by another person who 
witnessed the explosion. Mr. R. Gower, of Ham-hill, Snodland, was in the marshes, 
looking after a stray goose, when he heard the report, and thinking that a powder 
barge had blown up, was hastening to the spot for the purpose of giving assistance, 
but he suddenly came across the body of Stretton, the shocking appearance of which 
much startled him. It was afterwards taken to the Ship Inn, Strood. MacGarth 
appeared to have been blown into the river, and some of those present saw him 
sink. The body had not been recovered on Thursday afternoon, by those who were 
looking for it near to where the explosion took place. His wife was confined the 
previous day. It appeared to be generally understood that he was a boy, but it seems 
he had only been on board the tug a few days, and he may have been mis- taken for 
another person. 
Some idea of the force with which the boiler blew up may be gathered from the fact 
that the explosion was heard a long distance off. One piece of timber, weighing 
about 1½cwt., was found at a distance of 80 or 90 yards from where the tug had 
been; the boiler was lifted completely out of the vessel, and it fell into the water 
about 30 yards below; a piece of iron pipe, weighing 30lbs, fell in a field 100 yards 
off, and was so imbedded in the earth that it had to be dug out; heavier pieces of iron 
were also blown ashore, several of them to a considerable distance; pieces of coal 
and fragments of wood flew in all directions, and several men who were on the 
other vessels received injuries, but not of a serious nature; both banks of the river 
were covered with the débris, and in several instances the ground had been 
ploughed up for some distance by the force with which the timber was hurled against 
it. 

The decks and hatchway of the barge Busy Bee were torn off, but the Caroline was 
only slightly injured. The tiller of one of the Medway Company’s lighters was 
broken, the cabin set on fire, and the boat smashed. A small fishing vessel which 
was near appeared to be almost lifted out of the water. 
The tug had recently been repaired under the supervision of the engineer who has lost 
his life. Mr Butler, manager of the Burham Works, lent valuable assistance, and also 
provided the conveyance in which the injured men were taken to Rochester, besides 
giving them stimulants. The body of McGarth has been recovered. 
An inquest will be opened today (Friday) at Strood, a report of which will appear in 
a later edition. 

 
[Kent Messenger, 19 February] [extracts]. The Coroner ... said ... the body of the 
second man who lost his life had not yet been found, and probably it was in the 
river. The captain of the tug was in hospital, and although not dangerously injured, 
it was not certain when he would be able to give evidence. ... 
John Streton, of 42 Colman-street, Ordnance-terrace, Chatham deposed:- The 
deceased was my father. He has lately been employed by Messrs. Shaw and Sons, 
coal merchants, Rochester, as engineer of the steam tug Prince of Wales. He acted 
in that capacity up to the time of his death. His age was 47 years. I last saw him 
alive about a fortnight before the accident. I have been with him on board the tug. I 
have heard him say several times that he expected it would be his death some day. 
I understood him to refer to the condition of the tug—the bad condition of the boiler 
and vessel also. I have heard him speak about it for the past four years. I am a 
painter by trade, and do not understand much about engineering. I think Messrs 
Shaw and Sons have had the vessel for about eighteen months. 
Henry Streton, another brother of the deceased said:- I do not think Messrs Shaw 



and Sons have had the vessel so long as that. They do not know much about her. It 
belonged to Messrs Spencelaygh of Chatham before Messrs Shaw and Sons had it. 
[There followed questions from Mr. London, solicitor for Shaw and Sons, to John 
Streton, in which Streton stated he went in the tug ‘from here to Snodland, and I 
walked back.’] 

William Riney of Bull-lane, Rochester, deposed: I am captain of the barge Gundolph. 
On W ednesday last I was up river, near Burham. I was ashore. About half-past 
one or a quarter to two o’clock I saw the tug Prince of Wales coming down the 
river. I cannot say whether she was bringing down any other vessel. I was watching 
the tug and waiting to go on board for the purpose of proceeding to Rochester. When 
the tug was about 200 yards from me I saw the explosion. The tug was in mid-stream. 
I said to four or five men near me. “The old tug has blown up”. Five or six of us were 
waiting to go down to Rochester in her. A juror: You must consider yourself lucky. 
Witness: I do. I saw the debris flying in the air. We went off in a boat. Three or four 
boats went off. We found Streton on the Malling side of the marsh. He was dead. 
The body was 80 yards from the vessel. A number of pieces of timber from the vessel 
were sticking in the marsh. I believe I saw the body flying through the air, but I 
took it to be a piece of timber. I said to one of the men near me, “There goes a 
blessed great piece of timber out of her.” To the best of my belief that was the body 
of Stretton. The other men from the tug were picked up in an- other boat. They got 
Vickers out of the water. The tug blew all to pieces, and we saw portions of it floating 
down the river as we rowed out. 
[Further questioning about the condition of the tug.] 
The Coroner said that was the whole of the evidence which he proposed to bring 
before them that day. He thought they had better adjourn in order to have the 
captain present. It was also desirable that they should have medical testimony as to 
the ex- act cause of death, and scientific evidence for the purpose of showing what 
state the boiler was in at the time of the explosion. Mr Spencelaygh was an 
interested party, and he did not think they could ask him to give evidence; he would, 
therefore, suggest that Mr. Aveling be requested to examine the debris and give an 
opinion as to the state of the boiler. 

 

[Kent Messenger, 26 February]. On Wednesday morning last, W. H. Bell, Esq., 
continued the inquiry at the Town-hall, Rochester, touching the death of John 
Streton, who was killed by the blowing up of a steam-tug near Burham on 
Wednesday fort- night.-Mr. R. T. Reid watched the proceedings on behalf of Mr. 
Shaw, the owner of the tug, and Mr. Bryant (from Mr. Hayward’s) attended for 
John Wright, the captain of the boat. 
The evidence taken at the previous sitting was first read over, and John Wright then 
deposed that on the 9th February, he was in the employ of Mr. Shaw, coal merchant 
of Rochester, as captain of his steam tug Prince of Wales. He had been acting as 
such for ten days. Mr. Vickers, foreman to Mr. Shaw, appointed him. Vickers was on 
the boat at the time of the explosion. About half-past eleven in the morning of 
that day they started from the Blue Boar hard, Rochester. There were on board at 
the time besides himself, John Streton, the deceased, who was the engine driver, 
John Vickers, the foreman, and a young man whose name he did not know. They 
steamed up to Newhithe, which was about six miles up the river. The fires and 
steam were got up on the previous Monday ready to start at Chatham Intra, when 
they towed several lighters about the river. They arrived at Newhithe on 
Wednesday, at about five minutes to twelve. They stopped there for a few minutes, 
and had a drop of beer and some bread and cheese on shore. When they went on 



board again they found two lighters which they attached to the tug. They started to 
return from Newhithe about three of four minutes after twelve o’clock. All were  
perfectly sober. There was no one else on the boat besides those he had named. They 
went up the river quite safely. He did not understand machinery, and did not know 
anything about the condition of the boiler and machinery, except what the deceased 
told him. When he was off the Ship Pier that morning he was about to make up the 
fire for the deceased, when he found by the steam gauge that the pressure was 
80lbs. He then pulled the firing he had put in out, as he thought the boiler was 
making too much steam. He was about to send for deceased, when he saw him 
coming down. He first asked witness how he was getting on for steam, and he told 
him too fast. He tapped the gauge, and it flew down to 20lbs., and on tapping a 
second time it went up again. De- ceased said it had not got that steam, and he 
understood by that that the gauge would not work right. Deceased also told him 
the water gauge was stopped and he had made it work. He had often observed the 
gauges in other vessels, and knew how to read them. He had been engaged for 
eighteen months on Mr. Lee’s steam barge as captain. Up to that morning the 
gauges had worked properly. There was no vent for any steam to es- cape, the safety 
valve being out of order. He had never been on board a vessel with the machinery in 
the state this one was, and he called deceased’s attention to it. He replied that he 
had worked it in that condition before. Witness believed deceased was master of 
his work. He had heard him say the boiler was getting queer. He told deceased he 
did not think it was fit to work, but he said it was alright. Witness was satisfied 
with the answer. If there was anything out of order it was for the engine driver to 
report it. He had never reported to Mr. Shaw that the tug was unsafe, and was never 
present when the deceased did. After they left Newhithe they got within sight of 
Burham to the reach, and were about to pick up another lighter in addition to the 
two they had. He was at the wheel, Vickers was walking the deck, he having come to 
superintend the picking up of the lighters, the third hand, named, he thought, 
McGarth, was standing by his side, but he could not say whether deceased was in 
the engine-room or sitting on the hatch-way. He did not remember anything of the 
explosion, nor any more until he found himself at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital. He 
could not tell at all how the explosion occurred. He had heard deceased say they 
would have a mess some time or other, but nothing more. He understood by that 
he was afraid they would have a blow-up, not that they would run ashore. -By the 
jury: The tug could not do her work easily, and they had to get up an extra pressure 
of steam to do it. He was not afraid for  himself, as he knew the  tug had worked 
for years, and he thought it would do so again. When the steam gauge stood at 80 
it did not blow off at the safety valve as it had not got that amount of steam. 
By Mr. Bryant– I asked Streton whether we should rake the fire out and let the tug 
lay, but he replied that that would be neglecting their duty. The boiler was not 
inspected while I was captain, but it was cleaned out on the previous Friday, 
Saturday, and Monday, by one of Mr. Spencelayh’s boys. 
By Mr. Reid– The steam gauge did not act at all after it flew back to 80 in the 
morning. No one was left in charge of the tug while we went away for refreshment, 
but the door of the furnace was left open. The safety valve was screwed down for 
extra work, and we had practically no safety valve that morning. It would have been 
quite easy for any of us to have unscrewed it. John Henry Hutchins, medical 
practitioner, stated that he went to view the body of deceased at the Ship Inn, 
Strood, on the Saturday following the accident. The common integuments or skin 
about the abdomen and chest were very much burnt. A very large scalp wound 
existed on the left side of the head about twelve or fourteen inches in circumference. 
[...] 
John Smith, labourer, said he had been captain of the Prince of Wales steam tug for 
ten months. The gauges and valve always worked right while he was in the tug as far 



as he knew. He had no fear at being on board. They drove the tug at about 40 or 50 
lbs. pressure, the latter being the highest he remembered it being worked at. He 
had seen the gauge stand at 73, but they would lower it before working. He believed 
the gauge registered correctly. He was not present on any occasion when deceased 
told Mr Shaw the boiler was in bad condition. 
By Mr. Reid.– There was a new safety valve supplied about three months before 
the accident. 

Robt. Taylor stated that he was in the employ of Mr Shaw as foreman of all his 
floating property. Smith was steerer, and Streton engine driver of the tug. Streton 
had the sole control and management of the boat. He had faith in his skill as an 
engine driver, having known him for years. After the boat was handed over to him 
he sent for deceased, and asked how everything about the boat was. He replied in 
very fair order, and witness said, “That’s good; but understand that whatever you 
want, don’t wait for an order, but take it to Spencelayh’s and have it done.” He said 
this to save time. Deceased had never told wit- ness he was afraid to go in the boat. 
He did not know anything about the boiler and left the matter entirely with deceased. 
He believed deceased would be able to say if he examined the boil- er what condition 
it was in. 
By Mr Reid.– I give the same directions to every tug, the reason being to save time. 
Deceased never complained to me about the way in which the work was done. 
Samuel Brain, living at 8, Heath-road, Rochester, stated that he was in the employ 
of Messrs Spencelayh and Company as fore- man of engine and boiler makers. He 
had superintended repairs on the tug at different times since Mr Shaw held it. 
Whatever Streton asked to be done they did, but nothing more since Mr Shaw had 
had it, but before he always did what was necessary. To the best of his recollection 
it was six years that spring since the boiler was commenced to be made. Before Mr 
Shaw had the tug the boiler would always be inspected whenever they could get 
at it, and it was in good working order. The boiler was tested when made by hydraulic 
pressure to 120lbs., intended to work at 50lbs. It had not been tested by cold water 
pressure since. 
By a juror– I have seen the pressure gauge since the boiler was repaired, and it then 
worked all right. I think it was about six months previous to Mr Shaw having the 
tug that it was inspect- ed. He had know boilers in boats for eight or ten years. 
Samuel William Shaw said he was the owner of the steam tug, Prince of Wales, at 
the time of the explosion, having purchased it from Mr Spencelayh, who told him it 
was in good working condition. The day he purchased it he wrote to the Boiler 
Insurance Association at Manchester to have it inspected, and he had a letter from an 
officer of that association stating that they had examined the boiler, and were willing 
to ensure it against explosion for £300, covering consequences of explosion to that 
amount. Streton never complained that the boiler was unsafe or he should have 
stopped the working of the tug. 
William B. Spencelayh, engineer, stated that he sold the Prince of Wales tug to Mr 
Shaw, and told him it was in good working order as he was satisfied of it from Streton. 
Witness had warned him of driving at too high a pressure. On one occasion since Mr 
Shaw had it, he asked him what pressure he was working at. He replied sometimes 
60, sometimes 70. Witness said he supposed sometimes more, to which deceased 
said “yes, it depends on what we have behind us.” Witness told him he would make 
a mistake one of these days, as she was tested when new at 50. By looking at the boiler 
now he considered he was safe to work at 50 and his opinion was that it did not 
explode at 100. 
The inquest then adjourned for luncheon, and upon their return they proceeded to 



view the remains of the boiler, which were lying at the end of Land’s wall. 
Upon their return, Wm Duffle, engineer, in the employ of Mr. Spencelayh, said he 
had been with deceased on the tug frequently, both before and after it was sold 
to Mr Shaw. The working pressure of the boiler was 50lbs., which the deceased 
knew well, but on one occasion last summer he had seen it be- tween 75 and 80. It 
was a common occurrence for him to see it worked at 60lbs. pressure, but he had not 
seen it above that only on one occasion. He had twice cautioned deceased that the 
pressure was too high, when he remarked that she would stand it alright. Witness 
did not consider it unsafe to work the boiler at 60lbs. His caution was because 
deceased was working at a higher pressure than he was ordered to. On the Saturday 
previous to the explosion he had the safety valve taken off and the joint re-made. It 
was then in working order, but he did not see the steam on. On the Monday before 
the accident he had the plug of the water gauge taken out and re-ground in, and 
there was at the time a clear water passage. Both gauges were in good order when 
the tug left his master’s yard on Monday. About five months ago he had the steam 
gauge off and tested it, when it was about a pound light. That not being important 
was not corrected. 

Wm. Spencelayh, son of the late owner of the tug, stated that he knew the deceased 
well. He had overheard him telling a man that he had had a race with a tug called 
the Spray, and beat it by about two miles. 
The witness Brain here stepped forward, and said that he had seen it in the papers 
that there had been nothing but boys sent to repair the tug. He was prepared to say 
that there had never been a boy on board to do more than carry rivets, and clean the 
boiler. There had only been first class journeymen on board the tug to do the repairs. 
In answer to one of the jury, Mr Spencelayh said the tug often towed billybuoys up 
the river as he had received the money from so doing. 
This concluded the evidence to be brought forward that day, and the Court was 
then formally adjourned, after a sitting of over six hours, till Monday afternoon, 
when Mr Fletcher, the inspector of the Boiler Company, will give in his report as 
to the condition of the boiler, both before and after the explosion. We may mention 
that no trace has yet been discovered of the body of the third hand McGarth although 
every endeavour has been made to do so. 

 
1876 

 
[South Eastern Gazette, 30 Sept. –abridged] An inquest was held at the Black Boy 
Inn, Upper Halling, om Thursday last, on the body of Jesse Pring, aged 27 years: … 
the deceased was an engine driver in the employ of Messrs. Lee, Son, Smith and Co., 
at Holborough. The engine was used for the purpose of drawing chalk out of the pits. 
Deceased began to oil the crank while the machinery was moving, but his foot slipped, 
and he fell into the crank pit, the crank striking him and drawing him under. Wit- 
ness [John Beadle] at once stopped the engine, and with assistance Pring was got 
out. He bled very much from the mouth and ears, and he died about an hour 
afterwards. Deceased had been employed at the work eighteen months and 
thoroughly understood his duties. 
 

1878 
 
[Kent Messenger, 26 March]. On Monday night last Robert Bennett, a labourer 
living at Birling, was found at a late hour by William Fissenden, a labouring man 



living in Birling Road, Snodland, in the garden at the back of his son’s cottage in 
a senseless condition with the greater part of his clothes burnt off him, it is supposed 
from the ashes of his pipe, he having laid down to sleep in this place. Mr. Fissenden 
kindly took him into his house and sent for Dr. White, who found him suffering 
from extensive burns of the abdomen and thighs, and who has had suitable 
applications and medicine administered to him. As he was a single man, it was 
thought better to have him removed to the Union Hospital, which was accordingly 
done a few hours after. The poor man has since died from the exposure to cold after 
these severe injuries. 

 

Kent Messenger, 11 May]. An inquest was held at the Queen’s Hotel, Snodland, before 
J. N. Dudlow, Esq., coroner, on the body of Samuel Mercer, lighterman of 
Rochester, who was found drowned near Burham church on Saturday last. Samuel 
Thomas Mercer deposed: The deceased was my father. I am myself a waterman 
residing in Taylor’s-lane, Strood. The deceased was a bargeman by profession, and 
about 60 years of age. He left home on Saturday morning, 27th April. I last saw 
him alive on Sunday, 28th ult., when he had been to Tovil, and was then coming 
down  the river through Maidstone bridge. The deceased was seen at the lock at New 
Hythe at about four o’clock p.m., on Thursday, the 2nd inst., in the lighter George, 
belonging to Mr W. P. Hennesett, of Rochester; the lighter was empty. On Friday the 
3rd inst., I went up the river to look for my father, having heard of a cap being found 
answering the description of the one worn by him, and likewise of the lighter being 
found with no one on board. When I found the lighter Thomas Merrett was on board. 
I have no doubt that the deceased met with his death from having slipped overboard 
whilst in the act of propelling the craft, as the boom was missing. My father was 
what I should consider a fairly temperate man, and none the worse for liquor when 
he left Strood, or when I saw him after- wards at Maidstone bridge. Edward Jessup, 
waterman of New Hythe, deposed: I saw the deceased proceeding down the river on 
board the lighter George at about four o’clock p.m. on Thursday last. I saw no one on 
board at the time but himself, and he was sitting by the boom for the purpose of 
keeping the lighter in mid-stream. The deceased then to all appearance was sober, 
though I did not speak to him. I was afterwards at New Hythe on Friday when I 
heard of the deceased being missing. When I reached Burham church I fancied I saw 
a bubble in the mud. I thereupon put out my boat hook, and after doing so once or 
twice the hook caught in the shirt of the deceased. I made the body fast to my boat, 
and made for Snodland, when I sent for the policeman. I saw no marks of violence 
upon the body. P.C. Jabez Fowle, 105, next deposed: On Saturday at about 9 a.m. I 
proceeded to Burham church where I found a boat and deceased fastened to it. 
We brought the body to Snodland ferry, and upon searching it I found 9½d and a 
tobacco box. There were no marks of violence upon the body. After a few remarks 
from the coroner, the jury returned a verdict of ‘Accidentally drowned.’ 

 
1878 

 

[Souh Eastern Gazette, 1 April] On Saturday Alfred Cook, a smith, employed at 
Messer. Lee and Co’s works, accidentally got entangled in the iron rope used in 
the tramway and was dragged by it several times round one of the drums before 
he could be extricated. As he was found to be very much injured, Dr. White, of 
Snodland, was sent for, who on arrival, finding him in a shattered and exhausted 
condition, had him removed to his home nearby. On examination there he found in 



addition to an extensive scalp wound, that he had fractured both thighs, one of 
the fracture extending into the knee joint. One ram also was broken, and the elbow 
joint injured, and covered with bruises and slight wounds. After a few days he was 
recovered sufficiently to be moved to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Chatham. 
 
[South Eastern Gazette, 14 September] A serious accident occurred a few days since 
at Messrs Lee and Co’s works. It appears that the foreman blacksmith, a man 
named Baker, was coming from his forges and had to pass one of the inclines where 
the chalk is shot down from the waggons. As he passed in front of this, a load 
containing nearly two tons of chalk was shot, completely burying him beneath it. He 
was quickly dug out, but was insensible, and it was found that he had sustained a 
dislocation of the left ankle, fracture of the right hand, fracture of several ribs, and a 
contused wound of the head, with several other injuries. The poor man, though badly 
hurt, is progressing very favourably. 

 
1881 

 
[Kent Messenger, 8 July]. On Wednesday last, a man named Gunner, employed 
on Champion’s Farm, at piling a hay stack, was sent to gather some cherries and 
while so engaged he was fired at by a man named Hawkes, who mistook his black 
billycock hat for a rook. The charge took effect in the poor fellow’s arm and face, and 
he now lies in a dangerous condition. 

 
1882 

 

[Kent Messenger, 7 January]. On Saturday last, John Mew, a labourer, residing at 
Upper Halling, whilst riding on a wagon belonging to S. Day, Esq. Holly-hill, 
accidentally fell in front of the vehicle as it was coming down a steep incline near 
Birling, the wheels of which passed right over him. He was picked up and conveyed 
in a hand-cart to Dr. White’s of Snodland, who, on examining him, found him a 
complete wreck, having sustained the following severe injuries:- a dou- ble fracture 
of right leg, one communicating with a lacerating wound, fracture of right shoulder 
joint, also of left elbow joint, together with several ribs, and other less severe injuries. 
All these were promptly attended to, after which he was carefully conveyed in a van 
to his home. At first the poor fellow rallied well from the sock of so fearful an injury, 
but inflammation of the lungs setting in soon proved fatal, and he quietly expired on 
Monday night. 

 
1883 

 
[Kent Messenger, February] An inquest was held at the Queen’s Hotel, Snodland, on 
Wednesday, before the coroner for the district (J. J. Rogers, Esq.), on the body of 
George Coppings, aged 28, of Egerton, who met his death on the railway. The 
deceased had been drinking at a public house in Snodland, on Saturday evening, 
and he started to walk down the line of railway to New Hythe. Subsequently he was 
found dead, with serious injuries on the head, and it is supposed that he was knocked 
down by a train. The jury returned a verdict of “Accidental death.” Dr. White 
observed that a large part of the road leading to New Hythe was under water during 
a considerable period of the winter months.  Persons were therefore obliged to go 
along the line for a distance of a mile, as he himself had done several times, or to 



take another route which was several miles longer. This state of things, he thought, 
ought to be remedied, an opinion which the jury endorsed. 

 
1887 

 

[Kent Messenger, 16 May]. On Monday afternoon last, Mr. T. Buss, coroner for the 
district, held an inquest at the Queen’s Head Hotel, under the foremanship of Mr. 
George Corney, touching the death of Mr. George Randall, aged 71 years, who met 
with his death on the previous Saturday, in the Snodland Paper Works.—It 
appeared from the evidence produced that deceased had been in the employ of the 
firm for upwards of 22 years, and recently did odd jobs on the works. On Saturday 
morning he was instructed to tighten a belt on the machinery, which had recently 
been put on, and which had stretched so much that it was necessary to have it 
tightened. There was a bearer or “bat” used in removing the belts from the fast 
pulleys, but instead of making use of this, it is supposed that he ventured to remove 
it with his hands, and consequently was taken over with the belt, which caused his 
death. The machinery was at once stopped, and deceased was removed to the 
machine-room pending the arrival of Dr. J. H. Smith, who pronounced life to be 
extinct. The medical gentleman afterwards made a post-mortem examination, and 
found that deceased’s neck was broken, the spinal chord severed, and the wind-
pipe injured.—The jury returned a verdict of “Accidental death,” and exonerated 
the firm from all blame in the matter. 

 
1895 

 

[Kent Messenger, 26 January] On Saturday afternoon an accident befell Mr. Archie 
Deacon, eldest son of Councillor Deacon, a well-known tradesman of Snodland. 
Mr. Deacon, and a friend, had been shooting snipe on the Brook during the 
afternoon, and were just ending their sport—both being thoroughly accustomed to 
the use of firearms—when it is supposed Mr. Deacon’s companion slipped, and 
his gun went off. The charge of shot was fired into Mr. Deacon’s leg, below the 
knee—the wad even entered the flesh—and spreading frightfully shattered the limb.  
He was carried home and a doctor called, but it was at once seen that amputation was 
the only thing to be done, and accordingly the injured man was conveyed with all 
speed to the West Kent Hospital, Maidstone, where the operation was immediately 
performed. The sufferer had lost such a quantity of blood that his life was at first 
despaired of, but we are glad to state that there is now every prospect of a fairly 
rapid recovery. The other leg was also shot, but not seriously damaged. The affair 
has called forth many expressions of sympathy to- wards all who are directly 
affected by the accident, for Mr. Deacon is held in high esteem by his neighbours and 
associates. He was to have appeared in an entertainment on Monday, and his absence 
naturally interfered with the complete enjoyment of the evening. Mr. Deacon’s friend 
has been in a very distressed state since the deplorable occurrence, constantly 
mourning because he was the blameless cause of such dire hurt to one whom he 
described as “a good man.” [Kent Messenger, 2 February]. We regret to announce 
that Mr. Arch. Deacon, who met with a gun accident at Snodland, on January 19th, 
died at the West Kent Hospital, Maidstone, on Monday. The inquest was held at the 
Hospital, on Wednesday, before Mr. Coroner Tatham, Mr. Stapley being foreman of 
the jury. The following evidence was taken:— Alfred Parker, of 37, Upper Frant Road, 
Maidstone, identified the body as that of his son-in-law, who was 29 years of age. 



Alfred Thomas Foreman, a farm bailiff out of employment, living at Snodland, said 
that on Saturday afternoon, January 19th, shortly after four o’clock, he and deceased 
started off to shoot on Snodland Marshes. The tide was coming up, and when they got 
on to the flats, walking became a very slippery exercise. Both loaded their guns, and 
a conversation followed as to the kind of shot they were using. As a result of this, 
witness paused to change a cartridge which was in his gun, and which contained No. 
8 shot, for one charged with No. 6. Whilst this was being done, deceased went a 
few steps ahead of witness, who put his weapon under his arm, and proceeded to 
overtake his companion. Just before he got to deceased, by some unaccountable 
means the gun went off, and the charge lodged in Deacon’s left leg below the knee. 
He cried out, “God, old man, you’ve shot me.” Witness immediately bound up the 
wounded limb as tight as he possibly could above the knee, and putting Deacon upon 
his back carried him with all haste to the nearest surgery, whence he was afterwards 
taken to the hospital. 
Questioned by the Coroner, witness said he had been used to shooting since he was 
about 14 years old. The gun which did the mischief was a comparatively new one, 
with hammers about the ordinary pull. So far as he knew, there was nothing the 
matter with it. It was customary to fully cock one’s gun immediately on reaching 
the Brook, as birds were likely to rise at any minute. He imagined that the button of 
his mackintosh, or a loop where a cape button had formerly been, caught the trigger, 
and caused the discharge. He was certain the gun did not go off while he was handling 
it. 
By a juror: I do not think I made a false step, although the spot where the accident 
happened is a very bad one. 

Dr. Travers said deceased was admitted to the hospital about twenty minutes past 
seven on the evening of the accident. His leg was very much shattered, the whole 
charge having entered it, smashing the bone—and amputation through the knee joint 
was performed as soon as the necessary preparations could be made. Deceased was 
in a very collapsed state when he arrived, and there was some discussion as to 
whether he would stand the administration of the anesthetics. He recovered from the 
effects of the ether and chloroform, but shortly afterwards began slowly to go down 
hill, and died on Monday from exhaustion, a great deal of blood having been lost. 
Only a very few of the many who enquired after him were permitted to see deceased, 
and their visits did not seem to affect him for the worse. 
A verdict of “Accidental death” was returned. We under- stand that Mr. Deacon 
was insured against accident of £500, which sum will be paid to the widow. Only 
one premium had been paid. Two days before the accident a local agent 
endeavoured to get him to ensure in a life office, but Mr. Deacon said there was 
plenty of time. 

[Kent Meseenger, 9 February] On Tuesday afternoon, the last act of the lamentable 
tragedy of January 19th, which put an end to the genial and valued life of Mr. Arch. 
Deacon, the eldest son of Mr. Joseph Deacon, was completed by the committal to 
the grave of the earthly remains of the luckless sportsman. The event was productive 
of an unusual demonstration of respect and sympathy on the part of hundreds of 
friends, acquaintances and neighbours of the man who has gone. Mr. Deacon’s 
house is only a little over a hundred yards from the parish church, and there was 
no need for the employment of funeral conveyances, and the body was borne on the 
shoulders of stalwart men. It was followed by the mourners and a large company 
of the tradesmen and other residents of the town. Every place of business and 
residence in the locality bore signs of mourning. At the porch of All Saints the 



procession was met by the Revs. J. G. Bingley and Blow, and the surpliced choir. 
The sacred building was speedily filled with a reverent congregation, who appeared 
to join in the service with unassumed sincerity. Mid-way through the impressive 
choral ceremony the rector said a few words expressive of the general feeling of 
poignant sorrow at the loss of such an esteemed and thoroughly worthy man, and as 
the coffin was taken to the grave Mr. Hilder, the organist, played the “Dead March” 
in Saul. Around the place of sepulture, a devout crowd participated in the final 
obsequies, which Mr. Bingley conducted in a manner which plainly indicated that he 
was deeply touched. Among those to whom the hearts of all went out in honest fellow 
feeling (and of whose trouble much was afterwards spoken) no one was the object of 
more commiseration than the unhappy, yet blameless man who stood somewhat back 
from the foot of the grave, and watched with mute, but too evident grief, the descent 
of the casket to its ultimate resting place. The polished elm coffin bore the 
inscription:—”Arch Deacon, died January 28th, 1895, aged 29 years.” The mourners 
were Mr. J. Deacon (father), Mr. Allen Deacon (brother), Mr. F. Mas- ters (cousin), 
Mr. Field (step-brother), Mr. P. Masters, Mr. Drake, Mr. A. Parker, Mr. E. Parker, 
Mr. G. H. Cole (Port Victoria) Mr. A. Hawks, Mr. E. Hollands, Mr. A. Norman, Mr. 
E. Norman, Mr. J. Langridge, Mr. F. Ware, Mr. W. Ware, Mr. C. Warren, Mr. 
L. Peters, etc. Floral tributes, many of them of exceeding beauty, were sent by the 
widow (“To my dear husband”), “Father and brother Allen,” “Allen and Addie, to 
brother” “Sister Ruth,” “Ada and Willie,” “Albert and Katie,” “Uncles,” “Uncle John 
and Rose,” Mr. W. Gooding, Walter Wright, “A few Maidstone Friends,” “his three 
friends, Bert, Ted. and Eb,” Mr. And Mrs. H. Masters (Tunbridge Wells), the 
Misses Hook, Mr. and Mrs. J. Langridge, Mr. and Mrs. Thompsom, Capt. and Mrs. E. 
H. Haymen, Mr. Thomas Seaton, Mr. and Mrs. Cole, Mr. and Mrs Hunt, Mr. W. 
L. H. Roberts, Mr. and Mrs. Owen, “Tradesmen and friends,” Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Way, Mr. and Mrs. Ayres, “Mrs. Gowar, Ella and Florie,” Snodland Cricket and 
Hockey Clubs and Hook’s Football Club. 

 
1897 

 

[Chatham News, 2 January]. Percy Morton, aged 19, a chalk labourer, met with 
shocking and fatal injuries while at work in a chalk quarry at the West Kent Cement 
Works, Burham, on Wednesday. He was running a heading into a chalk bank, when 
about four and a half tons of loose chalk fell and crushed him against a railway 
truck, which was standing close by, inflicting terrible internal injuries. He was at 
once conveyed to St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, where he died the same evening. 

 
1903 

 

[Kent Messenger, 19 September]. A sad fatality occurred at the new military baths 
at Canterbury, on Thursday in last week. For some years past the reservoir on the 
hill forming the border of the Old Park, beyond the Military Hospital, has been 
disused, and a proposal was made lately that as a swimming bath for the use of 
the soldiers in the garrison was much needed, the reservoir should be used for 
that purpose. The proposal was agreed to by the authorities, the bottom was 
concreted, and a fence erected round the bath, and on Thursday in last week the 
bath was declared to be open and available for the men. Lance-Serjt. Hamilton, of 
The Buffs, was placed in charge, and at 2 p.m. he unlocked the gate. The first men 
to enter were Lance-Corpl. William Burgess and Pvts. Bush and Lang, of The Buffs. 



The sergeant showed the rules which had been drawn up to the men, and asked each 
if he could swim, and they replied that they could. Pvt. Bush was the first in the 
water, and was soon followed by Lance-Corpl. Burgess, who, after undressing, had 
a run round the bath and then dived in from the spring board at the deep end, the 
water there being about nine feet deep. Bush noticed that Burgess seemed in 
difficulties directly, and swam towards him, and Burgess gripped him by the 
throat. Lang, who was undressing, also noticed the trouble, and jumped in to his 
comrade’s help, but although he and Bush did their utmost, they were unable to save 
Burgess, and they (especially Bush) were almost exhausted with their efforts when 
Bush was able to grasp a line thrown to him by Sergt. Hamilton, who dragged him 
out in an unconscious state. Lang was then got out by the same means, but the 
body of Burgess could not be got out for over an hour. Bush was very bad, and it was 
at first feared that he would not come to. Artificial respiration was tried, and he was 
carried on a stretcher to the  Military Hospital. Lang, although much exhausted, 
was able to walk, and both men were treated by Dr. Knaggs. Lang was able to leave 
the Hospital the same night, and Bush on the next morning. 

Lance-Corpl. Burgess, who was only 18 years and 3 months old, belonged to 
Snodland. He bore an excellent character, and was very popular with his comrades. 
The sad event, happening at the opening of the bath, has been greatly deplored in 
the regiment. 

From the evidence given at the inquest it seems probable that he struck the water 
with his chest, and that that, with the shock of the cold water (Thursday being a very 
cold day), was the cause of his sudden distress. 

The inquest was held at the Military Hospital on Saturday morning, by Dr. T. S. 
Johnson, the Canterbury City Coroner. 

The jury returned a verdict that deceased was accidentally drowned, and they 
added a recommendation that ropes, ladders, handrails, buoys and drags should be 
provided, and expressed the opinion that the bath ought not to be used again 
until they were provided. 

The Coroner concurred. 

THE FUNERAL 

The interment took place at Canterbury on Monday afternoon with full military 
honours. The procession was headed by a firing party of the Buffs, followed by 
the regimental band playing Funeral Marches. The coffin, covered with the Union 
Jack, had several beautiful wreaths upon it, and was carried on a gun carriage drawn 
by two horses. Every available N.C.O. and man of the regiment followed to the 
Cemetery, where the burial  service  was  conducted  by  the  Rev.  H.  A.  Darnell, 
garrison chaplain, the usual volleys being fired at the conclusion of the service. 

 
[Kent Messenger, 10 October 1903] An inquest was held on Wednesday afternoon 
at the offices of Messrs. Trechmann, Weekes, & Co. Ltd., Halling, by Mr. W. J. 
Harris, Coroner for the Sittingbourne District, on Walter Allen Beadle, 46, of Malling-
road, Snodland, an engine driver employed at Messrs. Trechmann, Weekes and 
Co’s Cement Works, whose body was found in a washmill at the works on Mon- day 
night. Mr John Edward was chosen foreman of the jury, who viewed the scene of the 
accident as well as the body. 
Mr. H. T. Beadle, brother of the deceased, having given evidence of identification. 
John Francis, ganger of the washmill gang, was called. He deposed that about 7.45 
on Monday night, the deceased came to him as he was working close to the 
washmill and spoke about not being able to obtain sufficient water for the boilers. 



Witness turned his head for a moment, and on again looking round missed deceased, 
and concluded that he had returned to the engine room. 
In reply to Mr. J. E. Harston, Inspector of Factories, witness stated that there were 
four lights burning at the washmill, and that it was a bright moonlight night. 
Ernest Pearson, a cement labourer, employed at the same works, deposed that, 
having heard that deceased was missing, he, with others, commenced searching 
for him, and about 10.15 the same night found the body in the washmill under one 
of the harrows. It was lying face downward, with the right arm at liberty, and the left 
hand clenched to one of the harrows. From certain marks in the clay chute he was of 
opinion that the deceased must have slipped backwards down the chute into the mill. 

It transpired that the washmill had been searched twice previously before the body 
was discovered. Alfred Woolmer, a stoker, employed with deceased, deposed that he 
last saw him at 7.40 on Monday night, when deceased asked him to look after the 
engine room for a minute whilst he went to see about the water. He never returned, 
and witness stopped the engine at 7.50. 
Dr. Bourne said he was called to the scene of the accident about eleven o’clock, and 
saw deceased. He was of the opinion that death must have been instantaneous. 
The Coroner having summed up the evidence the jury returned a verdict of 
“Accidental death”. 
Mr Harston, in reply to the Coroner, stated that he was thoroughly satisfied with the 
arrangements made by the Company for fencing the washmill. 
Mr. A. O. Trechmann, the manager of the works, who was visibly affected, expressed 
the regret of the Company for the sad occurrence, and their sympathy with the wife 
and relatives. He paid a high tribute to the deceased, saying that during the 9½ years 
of his employment at the works he had been ever ready and willing to do all that 
he could for his employers, and he (Mr. Trechmann) had grown to look upon him as 
a personal friend, and one of nature’s gentlemen. Mr. J. Edward also expressed, on 
behalf of the jury, their recognition of the really good qualities of the deceased, who 
was well known to all of them. 

 
1905 

 
[Times, 2 August] Gravesend, Aug. 1.– Collier MID SURREY, for Tyne, came into 
collision early this morning with barge TRICOLOR, of Rochester from Snodland. 
cargo paper, anchored off Grays. Latter vessel is damaged in port bow and has 
sprit carried away; she was put ashore below here with a quantity of water in her 
hold 

 
1914 

 
[Kent Messenger, 31 October] We much regret to record the tragic death of Mr. 
Henry Thomas Beadle, of Alma Villa, Snodland, which occurred at Town Hill, 
Malling, on Wednesday afternoon. 
Mr. Beadle had attended the meeting of the Malling Board of Guardians in the 
morning, and during an interval in the business chatted with his daughters, who 
said they would wait for him on their bicycles at the bottom of the hill. Later, Mr. 
Beadle left the Union on his bicycle to attend a meeting of the Kent Insurance 
Committee at Maidstone, of which he was a member, and about one o’clock the 
members of the Board were shocked to hear by telephone that he had been killed. 
It transpired that while cycling round Town Hill corner—a dangerous spot which was 



improved two years ago—Mr. Beadle had come in contact with a motor car, which 
was travelling in the direction of London, death being instantaneous. It seems Mr. 
Beadle evidently struck his head violently on the back wheel of the car (which was 
conveying an invalid lady from Folkestone) for his skull at the back and side was 
shattered. The screen of the car was smashed and the silver handle of the door was 
knocked off by the collision while the bicycle was buckled up and looked as if it had 
been run over. The road bore gruesome traces of the terrible accident. 
The body was removed to the George Hotel to await the inquest. 
The death of Mr. Beadle will be greatly deplored in a wide district. He was a 
prominent resident of Snodland, taking an active part in all public matters, which 
affected the civil life of the parishioners, and his place will be difficult to fill. Of a 
cheery nature, he always had a pleasant word and smile for everyone. A keen 
Radical, he was always chivalrous and courteous to his opponents. Therefore he was 
greatly respected and liked and his death has cast quite a gloom over the town. 
Among the various offices he has filled, may be mentioned the following: 

Member of the Parish Council since its formation and for 
two years an excellent chairman; Member of the Burial 
Board; Ex Captain of the Fire Brigade; 
Secretary to the local Court of Foresters, having filled all the offices; 
A member of the Grand Council of England A.O.F.; Agent to the Prudential 
Insurance Co.; 
Member of the Kent Insurance Committee as a representative of the Foresters; 
A Manager of Hook’s Schools; 
One of the representatives for the parish on the Board of Guardians and 

District Council; 
A Special Constable; 
A member of the Belgian Relief Committee; Interested in the Lifeboat 
Institution; 
A member of the Malling Committee for Relieving Widows and Orphans; 
A past member of the Snodland Parish Choir, etc. 

It is obvious therefore that his was a most active life, and he had in a very large 
measure the confidence of the public. On all sides are heard expressions of sorrow 
at his untimely end, and deepest sympathy for the widow and family. 

 

[Kent Messenger, 7 November 1914] The funeral of the late Mr. Beadle took place 
at Snodland Cemetery on Monday afternoon [2 November], where there was a 
remarkable demonstration of sympathy and respect. Business was temporarily 
suspended, and at practically every house along the route taken by the procession 
the blinds were drawn. Heading the cortege were Snodland Fire Brigade, under the 
command of Capt. B. Lambert; the West Malling Fire Brigade, with Capt. A. B. 
Mittell; and the Halling Fire Brigade. Next came the funeral car, with the coffin 
almost hidden beneath the lovely floral tributes. Similar offerings were also placed 
upon the five carriages containing the family mourners. Brother G. Bishopp, Lydd; 
G. Cheeseman, Mereworth; G. Bishop, Birling; R. Leonard, Maidstone; W. J. 
Chapman, Tonbridge; W. Harridge, C. Cornell and T. Smith, Rochester and 
Medway District A. O. F., attended as pall bearers. Following was a very large 
number of representatives of various public bodies and organisations with which 
deceased had been associated. These included many Foresters from different parts 
of the county wearing black sashes, the Courts in the following towns and villages 
being represented: Maidstone, Ashford, Lydd, New Romney, Rochester, Chatham, 



Gillingham, Aylesford, Snodland, Halling, Mereworth, Tonbridge, West Malling, 
Birling, Plaxtol and Tudeley. 
The mourners were: Mr. P. Beadle, Mr. H. Beadle, sons; Mr. E. W. Beadle, Mr. F. C. 
Beadle, brothers; Mr H. Gates, son-in-law; Mr. T. Moore, Mr. C. Birch, brothers-in-
law; Mr. J. Birch, Mr. T. Birch, Mr. T. Beadle, nephews; Mr. Horace Beadle, Mr. Har- 
ry Homewood, cousins; Mr. Richards, Mr. Prall, Mr. W. Skelton and Mr. Alfred 
Collier. 
There were also present; Mr. Bernard Champion (vice chair- man), the Rev. D. F. 
Stammers, Messrs. J. Benjamin, A. Joy, W. Knight, J. H. Burke, F. J. Allison (clerk), 
W. Marshall (surveyor), C. Souter (sanitary inspector), F. J. Bryan (workhouse 
master), on behalf of the Malling Board of Guardians and Rural District Council; 
Messrs. J. Fletcher (chairman), R. J. Parris (vice- chairman), C. Godfrey, J. Kemsley, 
W. R. Hodgkinson, A. M. Smith, A. Thomson, J. Gammon, A. Hopper, J. H. Burke, 
H. Hawks and T. Hilder (clerk), Snodland Parish Council; Mr. G. R. Porter, Snodland 
Brotherhood; Mr. E. A. Haswell, Mid Kent Liberal Association; the Rev. C de R. Wall, 
Rector of Snodland; the Rev. Reese Jones, minister of the Congregational Church; 
Mr. F. F. Webb, the District Superintendent of the Prudential Assurance Company, 
with which Mr. Beadle had been connect- ed as an agent for 32 years, was 
unavoidably prevented from attending, but the Company was represented by 
Messrs.  E. Robins (assistant superintendent), W. Gooding, F. Hailes, F. P. Churchill, 
T. W. Brooker, S. C. Smith, N. Peters, of the Snodland section; Messrs. F. Simmons 
and G. H. Monk, Maid- stone, Mr. C. E. Wynn, Loose; Messrs. G. Smithers and T. 
Shilling, West Malling. The large attendance of Foresters was due to the fact that Mr. 
Beadle had held many important positions in connection with the Order, and at the 
time of his death he was Secretary to the Kent United District and to the  Snodland 
Court Fountain of Friendship. In addition to the brethren al- ready mentioned, 
there were present: Bros. Crouch, Chief Ranger, Kent United District, Ashford; A. 
Darton, Ashford; J. Henley, Tonbridge; W. Lewis, A. Baldwin, C. C. Seager, F. 
Grills, W. Richards, H. Parnell, W. T. Baldwin, A. Burgess and Hobart, Rochester 
and Medway District; T. F. Peters, C. R., T. Fever, H. Hawks, J. O. Bennett, W. J. 
Wallis, J. A. Penny, D. Henman, Fountain of Friendship, Snodland; F. N. Watts, 
J. Norley, West  Malling; F. Coomber,  Tudeley;  H. Kemp, W. Baker, Mereworth; 
W. Knight, S. F. Watts, L. Waterman, Plaxtol; and many others. Messrs. A. Norman, 
Betts, A. N. Ham- brook, T. Rogers, F. Gammon, D. Thomson, B. Smith, E. 
Withers, A. Monk, W. Gower, A. Burgess, A. Greenfield (Aylesford) and J. Brooks 
(Ryarsh), were also among the large concourse of people who assembled. 
The Rev. A. P. Williams, Vicar of Christ Church, Birling, conducted the service, and 
Bro. T. F. Peters, C. R. of the Snodland Court, read the Foresters funeral oration. 
The interment took place in an earth grave, in close proximity to the last resting 
place of the remains of several of Mr. Beadle’s relatives. 

 
 


