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In 1800 there were very few roads in Snodland: Birling Road, 
Brook Street, High Street, Holborough Road, Paddlesworth Road 
and Whitedyke leading to the Pilgrims’ Way. In Birling (now 
Snodland), there was Brook Lane, Hollow Lane and a road from 
Birling Road to the marshes (now St Katherine’s Lane and Shar-
nall Lane). 
By 1900 there were considerably more, due to the growth of popu-
lation caused by the paper and cement industries, but the greatest 
increase has happened since the Second World War and especially 
in recent years. The Parish/Town Council has continually tried to 
create road names linked with local people or places and the fol-
lowing list is an attempt to explain the origins for them. I particu-
larly thank Jerry Hayes and Anne Moloney for help with some of 
the personal names. If anyone can help further, I will be pleased to 
hear from them. Some non-local names like Kent Road, Meadow 
Walk, need no comment and more names will be needed as Holbor-
ough Lakes expands. 
 
ALMA PLACE (no longer extant)   
Eight cottages were formerly sited on the 
south side of Catts Alley as it joined 
Brook Street, roughly where the bridge 
over the by-pass is now. The name first 
appears on the 1871 census and the houses 
were demolished c.1980 prior to the build-
ing of the by-pass. One assumes that the 
name was taken from the Battle of Alma 
which opened the Crimean War in 1854, 
although this was considerably earlier. 
 
ALEX HUGHES CLOSE (Ham Hill) 
Better known as ‘Judge Dread’, Alex 
Hughes (1945-1998) grew up in London, acquiring his love of Ja-
maican music when he lodged with a Jamaican family after leaving 
school. In the sixties he worked as a professional wrestler and also 
became involved in the martial arts. Music was in the background 
of his employment as a bouncer in London clubs, as a bodyguard to 
various stars, including the Rolling Stones, and as a debt collector 
for record companies. During the late sixties Judge Dread regularly 
acquired the latest Jamaican records from the crews of banana 
boats docking at Sheppey and was a pioneer as a white man run-
ning his own sound system. This was the time when he moved to 
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Snodland, living in Queen’s 
Avenue. His own records 
proved very popular, although 
some risqué themes caused 
them to be banned by the BBC. 
Injustice and inequality were 
other topics. In his last years he 
had a series of heart attacks, 
one proving fatal at Canterbury 
on 13 March 1998. 
‘Judge Dread’: Alex Hughes 
 
ALISANDER CLOSE 
(Holborough Lakes) 
The Alisanders were the princi-
pal family in Snodland during 
the mid-fifteenth century. They 
lived at Holloway Court and 
Nashinden Farm in Holbor-

ough. William (d.1470) is documented here from at least 1449 and 
according to the charity board in All Saints left a’ weekly stipend 
of bread to the poor for ever’. No record of this is known. His son 
Geoffrey (d.1471) inher-
ited the property which 
then seems to have 
passed to Margaret 
(d.1487), daughter of 
Geoffrey’s brother Rich-
ard. She married Edward 
Bischoptre and there is a 
fine brass memorial to 
them in All Saints 
church.  
 
 
AMISSE DRIVE (Holborough Lakes) 
For some time the mill at Holborough was rented from the Bishop 
of Rochester by William Giles (d.1616) and then his son John. 
John was buried in April 1620 and his widow re-married in Febru-
ary 1628. Her new husband was John Amisse, whose own wife 
Bridget had died in January 1626. It seems that Amisse had taken 
over the mill before John Giles died, for it was he who leased it 

The Alisander brass (now lost) formerly 
in the porch at All Saints church. 
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from the Bishop’s agent for 31½ years from December 1617. He 
held a further lease of 43 acres of land for 21 years from 1631, but 
his later life is not documented and he probably died during the 
Commonwealth (1642-1660, when the parish registers were not 
kept. 
.  
ANNIE ROAD (Ham Hill) 
It is said that both Annie Road and Cooper Road were named by a 
former vicar of Birling: Annie after his mother and Cooper after his 
car – a Mini Cooper.  
 
APPLE CLOSE (Ham Hill) 
This cul-de-sac to the east of the main road was built in two stages. 
The newer part is on the site of a former orchard, so the name is 
apt. 
 
ASHBEE CLOSE (off Saltings Road) 
Mildred Ashbee (1907-1991) was the second of four daughters of 
Sidney and Hilda Smith, living in Malling Road. After training at 
Goldsmith’s College, London, she became a teacher and following 
her marriage taught at the school in Brook Street from the late 
1930s, remaining there until retirement in 1967. SHS pamphlet No. 
10 gives her early memories of life in Snodland between about 
1910 and 1939. She was also a parish councillor, serving from 
1959 and becoming chairman in later years. She retired from the 
council in 1979. 
 
BERRY DRIVE (Holborough Lakes) 
‘The Berry’ appears in documents and maps between 1471 and 
1731 and is described variously as waste ground or a ‘playing 
place’. It comprised just over three acres, most of which was sited 
on the south side of the stream close to Island cottage. 
 
 Essex, between 1858 and 1864. Bingley was Rector of St 
Leonard’s, Colchester, for the next ten years, before moving to 
Snodland in 1874. He continued the manuscript book ‘Parochialia’ 
which had been begun by his predecessor Rev, Carey, and which 
nard’s Colchester, for the next ten years, before moving to 
Snodland in 1874. He continued the manuscript book ‘Parochialia’ 
which had been begun by his predecessor Rev. Carey, and which 
gives a valuable record of the principal events during his time here. 
A brass in All Saints church gives thanks for the safe return from 
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the South African War 1899-1902 of two sons: Arthur Elton and 
Frederick Mildred (the latter born here), so he continued to remain 
in touch with the parish after he had moved to Tytherington Fal-
field, Gloucester, his final parish. He died at Torquay on 26 July 
1911, but is buried at Tytherington. 
 
BIRLING ROAD 

Mildred Ashbee (front row, second from left) and Bronwyn Hendy 
(front row, far right) - see Hendy Road—at the retirement of nurse 
Sheath. 
 
BERRY DRIVE (Holborough Lakes) 
‘The Berry’ appears in documents and maps between 1471 and 
1731 and is described variously as waste ground or a ‘playing 
place’.  It comprised just over three acres and was sited on the 
south side of the stream close to Island cottage. 
 
BINGLEY CLOSE 
John George Bingley (1834-1911) was Rector of Snodland be-
tween 1874 and 1895. He was the son of Henry, a JP and a civil 
servant with the Royal Mint, and Hannah. The family had five 
servants. John George and his sister Elizabeth were both born at 
‘The Royal Mint’. JG briefly worked as a civil servant at the Mint 
before studying at Brasenose College, Oxford, receiving his BA in 
1857 and MA in 1859. He was ordained deacon in 1858 and priest 
in 1859, becoming assistant curate of Margeretting and Springfield, 
Essex, between 1858 and 1864. Bingley was Rector of St 
Leonard’s, Colchester, for the next ten years, before moving to 
Snodland in 1874. He continued the manuscript book ‘Parochialia’ 
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Naturally this is the road to Birling. But until 1825 it was the only 
road south out of the village and anyone wishing to go to Ham Hill, 
Lunsford or Larkfield would then fork left into Hollow Lane.  
There was no direct road to Leybourne, so it and West Malling 
would be reached by travelling through Birling as far as the main 
road we call the A20. The other southern route was past Lunsford 
farm to East Malling. 
 
BOOTH CLOSE (Holborough Lakes) 
‘Billy’ Booth (1928-2014) was a well-known Snodland character 
for much of his life, although he was not born here. He achieved 
considerable fame as a runner in marathons until well into his sev-
enties. The village/town also remembers him as a very kind and 
helpful person, always willing to assist others. 
 
Billy Booth, celebrating after completing a half-marathon aged 70 
in 1998. 
 
BRAMLEY ROAD 
The road was still being built at the time of the 1891 census, so 
then had no name. Walter Coulson, QC, (1796-1860) acquired sev-
eral properties in Birling, including Sandhole Farm, Austen’s Farm 
and Rookery Farm. After his death 
they were bequeathed to two nephews, 
Rev. Thomas Borlase Coulson (1831-
1895), vicar of Bramley, Surrey, and 
Hon. Canon of Truro Cathedral. (He 
was born in Penzance.) His estate was 
valued at over £72,000. The Bramley 
name thus comes from Coulson’s par-
ish (and not the Bramley in Yorkshire 
which we have previously assumed to 
be the one, because many Coulsons 
also came from there). Originally the 
name also applied to what is now Rec-
reation Avenue. 
 
BROOK LANE (Ham Hill) 
The ancient road in the hamlet, leading to the meadows and marsh. 
Several small-holdings and farms were situated here. 
 

Brook Street 
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BROOK STREET (no longer extant) 
The road to the Brook – where was the common pasture on which 
parishioners could keep their cattle and horses. It was one of the 
ancient roads of the parish and also gave access to the footpath 
leading across the marshes to New Hythe and on to Maidstone. It 
joined the High Street at the Red Lion and ran to a position slightly 
beyond East Street before giving way to the Brook itself. The by-
pass caused its closure and demolition. 
 
BULLFIELDS 
Villages traditionally kept a bull to help maintain stock, so the 
name Bull Field is a common one. A small estate comprising Bull 
Fields, Chapel Road and Portland Place was built here in the years 
around 1875. 
 

BUSBRIDGE ROAD 
John Busbridge (d.1980) was a former parish councillor from 23 
May 1961 to 1976 and also served on Malling Rural District and 
then Tonbridge and Malling Council. He was also a bell-ringer at 
All Saints church. 

John Busbridge 
CANTIUM PLACE 
For many years this area was used for village events such as fetes 



 7 

 

and sports. It belonged to the Queen’s Head Hotel and later became 
a sports ground for Townsend Hook. At one time there was a foot-
path running through it and under the railway. In 
2007-8 the field was the site of a major archaeo-
logical excavation following the discovery of a 
pot containing some 3,600 bronze coins from 
the later Roman period. The excavation showed 
that the Roman villa complex spread to this area, 
so it is good that the estate now on the site has 
the Roman name for Kent: Cantium 
 
CATTS ALLEY 
The name now applies to the road to the surgery 
from the east side of Malling Road, but original-
ly it was used for the other end of the public 
footpath (see Alma Place). The route, which 
once traversed allotments and fields between 
Malling Road and Brook Street, was modified 
after Saltings Road and Rocfort Road were built. 
William Arthur Catt (1874-1942) and his wife 
Louisa lived in Alma Place with their son Her-
bert (b.1917). During the First World War William was a naval 
stoker. 
 
CEMETERY ROAD 
The Cemetery was created by the newly-formed Parish Council 
and was opened in 1896. But the route is ancient, forming part of 
Whitedyke Road which separated the manor of Veles from the 
manors of Pottyns and Paddlesworth. 
 
CHAPEL ROAD 
In the 1881 census there are eight houses in what was called 
‘Bottom Row’. The name ‘Chapel Road’ does not appear in later 
censuses 1891-1911, where ‘Bull Field’ is used. The Methodist 
Chapel was built in 1878, but was closed in 1976 when the Meth-
odists joined the Congregationalists in the High Street chapel. It 
has since become commercial premises, currently Claremont Cor-
vette. 
 
CHARLES CLOSE 
This is one of several road-names in the town which derive from 
the Hook family, in this case CHARLES Townsend Hook (1832-
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1877), owner and manager of the paper Mill. The area was former-
ly made into allotments and a village tennis court. 
 
CHURCH FIELD(S) 
The ancient footpath from Holborough to All Saints church still 
exists, although the route was adjusted following the construction 
of the railway in 1856. Church Field was at the southern end, near 
the church. The road was not built until the first houses appeared in 
the 1870s. 
 
CLOCK TOWER MEWS 
Built in the mid-1990s, the name clearly derives from the clock 
tower, erected in 1878 in memory of Charles Townsend Hook by 
his sisters. 
 
CONSTITUTION HILL 
The name is frequently found in English cities, but seems to derive 
from that in London. It is said that Charles II used to walk for his 
‘constitutional’ and that is how the name evolved. It appears in 
print for the first time in 1724 for the road between Buckingham 
Palace and Hyde Park Corner. Maybe Snodland felt that the name 
would be apt for anyone walking towards Paddlesworth and the 
hills. It first appears in the 1861 census, where houses are in 
‘Constitution Road’ as well as ‘Constitution Hill’.       
 
COOMBE CLOSE (off Saltings Road) 
William Coombe was a well-loved doctor in Snodland from the 
1920s until the 1950s. He came from Scotland and was trained at 
Edinburgh. He was a keen sportsman and can be seen in several 
photos of football teams and bowls matches from the 1920s and 
1930s. 
 
COOPER ROAD (Ham Hill) 
It is said that both Annie Road and Cooper Road were named by a 
former vicar of Birling: Annie after his mother and Cooper after his 
car – a Mini Cooper.  
 
CORONA TERRACE (Ham Hill) 
The reason for this name is currently unknown 
 
COVEY HALL ROAD 
Covey Hall farmhouse (nos 25-27 Holborough Road) was the an-
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cient ‘Home Farm’ for Snodland, with con-
siderable land to the west and on the eastern 
side of the main road. The name may have 
originally been CONEY HALL (coney = rab-
bits) which exists on an eighteenth-century 
map for a house once near the present ceme-
tery. The dual incursions of chalk excavation 
on the west and house-building on the east led 
to the demise of the farm in the mid-twentieth 
century. 
 
COX’S CLOSE 
Richard Cox (1766-1845) was a horticultural-
ist who bred apple varieties like the Cox’s 
Orange Pippin and it is said that farms which 
grew that variety took the name from him. It 
is an alternative name for Woodlands Farm. 
 
CROSSFIELD WALK 
John Crossfield served as a parish councillor to 1970 and was 
headmaster at St Katherine’s School for many years. His wife was 
also a teacher. 

Delamere House, built 1867 
 
DELAMERE GARDENS 
DELAMERE ROAD (Unadopted) 
The Gardens are on the site of Delamere, a house built for Eustace, 
the youngest child of Samuel and Anna Maria Hook, at the time of 
his marriage in 1867. In later years it was the home of his daughter, 
Marion, and her husband Douglas Law Freeland, the local doctor. 
He died aged only 40 in 1908. The house was extensively damaged 
by the land mine which fell near-by in 1941 and the ruins were 
pulled down after the war. Townsend Hook acquired the land and 
built the houses now on the site. The drive to the house is still ex-
tant next to the by-pass. It was usually called Delamere Road and 
at one time several houses were built on it. 
 
DOWLING CLOSE 
Dr. Jeremiah Dowling (d.1974) was a much-loved doctor from 
Ireland who, following his registration in 1927, came to Snodland 
and served the community until 1970. He also led the British Le-
gion at the Remembrance Day services. His wife Freda was a JP  

William Combe 
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Jeremiah Dowling (right) and his wife, Freda, with his medical 

partner Alexander Dhul MacCowen (left) 
and served on the parish council for a time from 1952. 
 
DRYLAND ROAD 
During the reign of Edward I [1272-1307] a judge, Solomon de 
Rochester, who lived in Snodland, was fined and imprisoned for 

corruption. Shortly afterwards it was alleged he was poisoned by 
Gwynand/Wynand de Dryland, parson of Snodland. (Solomon died 
a fortnight after they shared a meal!) Wynand was charged with the 
murder, but, with the Bishop’s help, he was eventually freed after a 
period of penance at Greenwich. He was an Official of Rochester 
(required to perform various administrative tasks) and certainly 
witnessed a document on 8 July 1295. The Dryland name also ap-
pears at Faversham around this time. 
 
EAST STREET 
The street was built in the 1860s by Charles Townsend Hook as 
part of his plan to provide houses for his workforce. There were 14 
houses on the south side and five on the east (the latter now re-
placed), with two large houses at the east end for the senior engi-
neer and paper maker at the mill.  
EDGELER CLOSE 
Gerald Edgeler (1910-1997) was the son of Ernest and Faith. He 
was always very proud that his mother was a daughter of Tom Hil-
der, headmaster at the National Schools in Brook Street (1866-
1882), who eventually became the parish clerk. Gerald had two 
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main passions: local history and a love of the natural world. His 
photographs form the foundation of Snodland Historical Society’s 
collection and were acquired throughout his life (at a time when 
few had that interest). He also had a keen memory for local people 
and events. Until incapacitated late in life he made daily walks 
around the parish, feeding the birds, and was quick to protest if 
some aspect threatened to disturb the natural world here. With his 
father he ran a small-holding and established a Trust to encourage 
wild life to flourish in the grounds. 
 
EDWARDS CLOSE 
Derek and Jenny Edwards established the Melanie Ann Trust in 
March 1989. The objects are ‘to provide residential accommoda-
tion in the local community for young people between the ages of 
16 to 25 years who have been assessed as being developmentally 
delayed and having a severe learning difficulty, and must have one 
or more sensory handicaps, and may also have a physical handicap. 
Each young person must also be residing in the South East Thames 
Authority Area.’ One to one care is provided and the home in 
Snodland. 
 
FREELANDS ROAD 
This name was made in error and should have been ‘Friezelands’. 
In 1804 it comprised 10 acres of pasture owned by John May as 
part of the Holloway/Holborough estate and was sub-let to Edward 
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Wickham. In the 1841 tithe apportion-
ment it is identified as part of Lad’s 
Farm, occupied by Solomon Brice, 
but split into three smaller parts. It is a 
field sited to the west of the Pilgrims’ 
Way, next to the footpath running 
along the bottom of Happy Valley/
Crookhorn. There was also a small 
holding of about 22 acres in Halling 
and Snodland which belonged to the 
Fryland family of Halling and it 
seems likely that the Friezelands 
name derives from one of them.  
 
GASSONS ROAD 
Gassons was (and perhaps still is) an 
unidentified house on the Holborough 
estate. In 1800 John May granted a 
yearly rent charge of £20 ‘issuing out of a messuage or tenement 
called Gassons, with the lands thereto belonging, containing 15 
acres in the Parish of Snodland’ to pay for great coats for poor per-
sons in the parishes of Snodland, Birling and Halling. Three possi-
ble buildings for ‘Gassons’ have been identified. Payment contin-
ues to be made by the cement company, who assume it is their re-
sponsibility. Mary, wife of Thomas Gason, died on 1 June 1740 
and he re-married. He himself died on 16 June 1754, described as 
Thomas Garson, a labourer, and it is believed that the house name 
is taken from him.  
 
GODDEN ROAD 
Edward Godden (1600-1662) was a son of Thomas, farmer at Pad-
dlesworth. He prospered as a Citizen and Haberdasher in London 
and by his will of 8 February 1662 devised 20 acres in Ivychurch to 
be paid yearly to the churchwardens and overseers of Snodland 
‘£10 on trust with £5 thereof to put forth one poor child male or 
female apprentice to some honest trade or calling.’ The charity still 
exists today and young people who are apprenticed may apply to 
the trustees of either Snodland or Birling.  
 
GORHAM CLOSE 
Several road names, including this one, are intended to record char-
ities established in the parish. In 1921 Miss Mary Gorham gave 
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£100 towards the restoration of the churchyard of All Saints and 
£500 for a charity to be invested by the Parochial Church Council 
‘the interest to be distributed through the Council to deserving cas-
es in the Parish of Snodland and Lower Birling.’ 
Other members of the Gorham family were of considerable stand-
ing here. William Gorham (1759-1820) bought Woodland Farm in 
1808 and was uncle to Thomas Fletcher Waghorn (q.v.). His son 
William (1791-1868) was the first officer here to administer the 
new Poor Law. 
 
THE GROVES 
is part of Birling Road, but takes its name from Grove Farm, for-
merly on the boundary between Birling and Snodland. The bounda-
ry actually went through the middle of the house and in 1693 
Snodland paid Birling £4. 10s. for the right to claim it as being in 
Snodland. (It still often appears in Birling censuses though!) It 
seems probable that this was one of the most ancient properties in 
the area and may have originally have been a meeting place for 
local chiefs and communities. It was demolished in the 1950s. 
  
HAMBROOK ROAD (Holborough Lakes) 
Alfred Nethersole Hambrook (1876-1955) was a printer and sta-
tioner whose shop was at 34 High Street. It is possible he served 
his apprenticeship with Charles Sprowson, who first had the shop 
(built c.1890). Hambrook took over in 1901 and ‘A. N. Hambrook 
Ltd.’ was still there in 1953 when he advertised in the Coronation 
brochure. His postcards of the village and elsewhere in Kent are 
well known and date from 1904 to around 1950. His printing works 
(now a house) was in May Street. 
 
HAM HILL 
‘Ham Mill’ is the name given in the earliest Ordnance Survey map 
of 1797 and the mill house is still extant in Brook Lane.  
 
HAMILTON CLOSE. (off Hollow Lane) 
John Baird Hamilton (1919-2009) was an Irishman who came to 
Snodland during the Second World War, serving in the RAF 
among those responsible for the storage of ammunition in Lee’s 
pit. He met his wife in the village, and they married and settled 
here. ‘Hammy’ worked for the British Transport Police, but was 
also very active in local affairs. For many years he was the organis-
er for the British Legion here and served as Parish Clerk from 1980 
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to 1984. 
George and John Joseph Hammond 

 
HAMMOND SQUARE 
George Hammond (1856-1934) was a dairyman, succeeded by his 
son John Joseph and then grandsons Jack and Ron. They had a 
smallholding in Brook Street and their cows used two fields near 
the site of the present square, which was next to the former Recto-
ry. John Joseph served with distinction in the First World War and 
was awarded the Military Medal and it was he who brought the 
cows into the enterprise. Both he and his son Jack were church-
wardens at Christ Church. Jack and Ron founded and played in the 
Snodland Community Cricket Club. 
 
HEGARTY COURT (off Cemetery Road) 
John (‘Pat’) Hegarty was elected to the Parish/Town council in 
1981, eventually becoming chairman. He also served on the Ton-
bridge and Malling Borough Council from 1991, keeping both 
posts until his death in 2001. He was very active  in campaigning 
for the Community Centre. 

Pat Hegarty 
 

HENDY ROAD (Churchfields) 
Bronwyn, wife of Charlie Hendy, was parish clerk from 1 January 
1966 to 1980 and also a trustee of the almshouses 
 
HIGH STREET 
Originally called Burgate Street (from burgh = a town, and ‘gate’, a 
street, = town street) 
 
HODGSON CRESCENT (Covey Hall 
estate) 
William Hodgson lived in Snodland for 
many years and established a Trust, be-
queathing £300 to Snodland so that 
pound notes could be given annually to 
five elderly men and five elderly women. 
He was a parish councillor for a time 
from 1916.  
 
HOLBOROUGH ROAD 
The road to Holborough, but a postcard 
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of 1908 shows ‘Rochester Road’ as a sign attached to the Bull Ho-
tel. It was originally called North Street. 
 
HOLLOW LANE 

This was the original road to Lunsford and Larkfield before 
Malling Road was built. ‘Hollow’ suggests the name is of great 
antiquity, recording high banks on either side of the road, as is 
common throughout the country. 
 
HOOK ROAD 
Samuel and Anna Maria Hook came to Snodland in 1854-5. Samu-
el (1797-1866) and his son Charles Townsend (1832-1877) owned 
and managed the paper mill, while the daughters Edith, Agnes and 
Maude were great benefactors to Snodland.  
 
KENT ROAD 
LAKESIDE (Ham Hill) 
LAKEVIEW CLOSE (Ham Hill) 
These two cul-de-sacs run off Brook Lane: Lakeside to the south 
and Lakeview Close, at the far end, to the north. The lakes were 
formed in the 20th century from gravel extraction and are on the far 
side of the by-pass relief road. 
 
LAMBE CLOSE (Holborough Lakes) 
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John Lambe was a miller at Holborough in 
the seventeenth century. Then there were 
45 acres attached to the mill. Nothing more 
is known about the family, not surprising 
when the sad evidence of the parish register 
is seen. Four wives of ‘John Lambe’ were 
buried in 1662, 1663, 1664 and 1666, alt-
hough at least one of these was his daughter
-in-law, wife of his son John, himself bur-
ied in 1665. The elder John Lambe died in 
1667. 
 
LAMBERT MEWS 
Edward Lambert bought the yard and premises in Queens Avenue 
from Joshua Wilford, who had built them in 1897. Houses were 
built in the yard in the 1990s. 
 
LEE ROAD 
William Lee (1801-1881) was the son of a Lewisham builder, Hen-
ry, and in 1826 was sent by his father to manage a cement works at 
Burham. In 1846 he bought the Holborough cement works begun 
by Poynder and Hobson and moved into Holloway Court. He be-
came an MP. 
  
LEWIS MEWS 
was built in 2003 and is named after Mr. Norman M. Lewis, a long
-serving teacher at Snodland Central School (later Holmesdale). 
Even earlier he had taught at the Hook School at the clock tower. 
His special subjects were PE and gardening and his pupils had 
great success with local athletics tournaments. He married Miss G. 
Nora Lusty, the domestic science teacher and later became deputy 
headmaster. He was absent on war service between 1939 and 1945. 

 
LINNITT ROAD (Holborough Lakes) 
For many years Basil Linnitt was the Chief Executive Officer of 
Malling Rural District Council and had much to do with planning 
and other work for Snodland over many years. He also represented 
Tonbridge and Malling District on the Kent County Council. 
 
LUCAS ROAD 
Stan Lucas was a Parish Councillor in the 1960s. 
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MALLING ROAD 
was built in 1825/6 as part of the Strood to Malling Toll Road. Pre-
viously traffic had to go via Birling Road and Hollow Lane to Ham 
Hill. There was a toll-gate at the cross-roads where the bakery now 
is, where the toll keeper collected the tolls, and a bar across the 
road at Ham Hill. No houses were built in Malling Road until after 
tolls ceased and the toll-gate was pulled down in 1878. 
 
MANLEY BOULEVARD (Holborough Lakes) 
Sir Richard Manley became the owner of Holloway Court in the 
mid-seventeenth century. He had married Martha Faunce at St 
Brides, Fleet Street, London, on 7 June 1660. Little about him ap-
pears in the records, but he was a churchwarden here and a Justice 
of the Peace. His wife died in 1682 and expert opinion believes her 
memorial in All Saints church to be by Arnold Quellin (1653-
1686), who between 1681 and 1683 worked in partnership with the 
famous woodcarver Grinling Gibbons, specializing in the commis-
sions in stone. Richard Manley’s memorial is a simple stone slab 
on the floor nearby and was partially revealed in 2002 when a 
trench was dug for the central heating. It is in Latin and reads: 
“Richard Manley, knight, who died 29 April 1684. Their daughter 
Frances married Dr. Robert Conny of Rochester, who succeeded to 
the estate. 
MARY LAST CLOSE 
Mary Last (1931-2000), neé Capon, 
was a PE teacher at Holmesdale school 
for many years. She was also active at 
Christ Church and married Jack Last, a 
Lay Reader there.. 

Mary Last 
MAY STREET 
John May (1734-1805) was born in 
Birling. His father, also John (d.1760) 
married a lady from a wealthy family 
and built up a considerable amount of 
cash, securities, leases and stocks. He 
died in 1760 and his estate was be-
queathed to his two sons William and 
John. William received the Court 

The marriage of Mr Lewis and Miss Lusty 
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Lodge estate, including the paper mill and the Red Lion, and John 
had the Holborough estate, where he lived. William died in 1777 
when his property passed to John. The latter died unmarried and his 
estate was divided between four trustees. He established two chari-
ties in 1800, one from the rent of a tenement and land called Gas-
sons [see above] ‘to divide the same between the parishes of 
Snodland, Halling and Birling, one third part to each … for the 
purchase of great coats for poor persons, being inhabitants of the 
said several parishes.’ The other was to pay for free school places 
at the National School, Snodland, 20 from Snodland and ten each 
from Birling and Halling. 
 
MEADOW WALK 
 
MIDSUMMER ROAD 
The name is taken from Maude MIDSUMMER Hook (1841-1930), 
youngest child of Samuel and Anna Maria Hook, who owned the 
paper mill. She outlived her siblings by 27 years and both with and 
after them was a great benefactor to Snodland. Among her own 
gifts were equipment and helmets for the village volunteer firemen, 
a £50 donation to the fund established after the mill fire of 1906, 
land for the fire station (now the museum) in Waghorn Road, and 
support of the almhouses and their residents. After she died the 
bulk of her estate was given to the Swedenborgian church, to which 
she was devoted. A fine window in her memory, made by William 
Morris & Sons, remains in the former Swedenborgian church in the 
High Street. 
  
MILL LANE (unadopted) 
This was originally the drive to a house called Meadow Villa, built 
by William Kingsnorth (1802-1882), after he retired from being the 
victualler at the Red Lion. The house was demolished around 1919 
when the paper mill bought it and in its place the six houses were 
erected which are there today. 
 
MORHEN CLOSE 
Kenneth Morhen was a leading figure in helping and promoting 
local sport and ran the Snodland Football Club in the 1950s and 
‘60s. 
 
NEVILL ROAD 
The name derives from the Nevill family, Lords of Birling from 



 19 

 

1442 and still active in Birling parish 
today. 
 
NORMAN ROAD 
The Norman family were well-known 
in Snodland from the 1860s as builders 
and as shopkeepers. Edgar/Edward 
Baker Norman (c.1870-1949) built 
houses in the High Street and Church-
fields. His son Basil Henry Norman 
was a parish councillor from 1930. 
 
ORCHARD WAY 
 
OXFORD STREET 
The reason for this name is unknown, but Joshua Wilford gave all 
his properties names. He seems to have built those in this road, so 
may have chosen it. 
 
PADDLESWORTH ROAD 
Paddlesworth was formerly a separate parish and was only joined 
to Snodland in 1888.  
 
POLLYFIELD CLOSE 
Pollyfield comprised two seven-acre fields which were formerly to 
the north of Lee Road and behind the Covey Hall farmyard. It ap-
pears in the 1844 Tithe apportionment. 
 
PORTLAND PLACE 
Cement had been manufactured in this area for some time before 
Portland Cement was invented. 
 
POUT ROAD 
James F. Pout was a railway clerk, serving as a parish councillor 
from 1949 to 1970. Because he moved from the parish, regulations 
meant that he had to resign from this post, but he could continue to 
represent Snodland on Malling Rural District Council, which he 
did until it was dissolved in 1973. 

James Pout 
POYNDER DRIVE 
Three generations of the Poynder family were connected with 
Snodland. In 1819 the Holborough estate bequeathed by John May 
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to Edward Wickham was sold to Thomas Poynder [I] (1751-1837) 
and William Hobson, coal and lime merchants. Thus began the 
cement industry in the parish. Thomas [II] (1814-1856) came to 
live at Holloway Court with his wife and family to supervise the 
works; his youngest daughter Frances was baptised at All Saints in 
1829 and his four daughters bequeathed a window to the church, 
which unfortunately was destroyed by a land mine in 1842. After 
Thomas senior’s death in 1837 two sons took over: Thomas looked 
after the Northfleet works, and Snodland by his son William Hen-
ry. When William Lee purchased the Holborough estate in 1846 
William Henry stayed in the village for some years. He was Lord 
of the Manor and received rents. Thomas I died in 1837, Thomas II 
in 1856 and William Henry in 1880.  
 
PRIDMORE ROAD 
Charles Rascen Pridmore (1903-1979) was trained at the London 
College of Divinity. He was ordained to be a deacon at All Saints, 
Crowborough, at Chichester cathedral on 21 December 1933. He 
was Instituted as vicar of Christ Church, Lower Birling, on 25 Feb-
ruary 1938 and served the parish for more than forty years. He was 
the first clergyman to be in charge of both All Saints and Christ 
Church from 1968 until his retirement to his home town of Ton-
bridge in 1975.  

Charles Pridmore 
 

QUEEN’S AVENUE 
QUEEN’S ROAD 
The Queen, of course, was Victoria and both roads were begun at 
the end of her reign. Queen’s Road came first, with much of the 
housing on the south side completed by 1897; the north side terrace 
dates from 1903. The first houses in Queen’s Avenue are dated 
1901. These, and many other near-by properties were built by Josh-
ua Wilford, who created his builder’s yard on the bend in Queen’s 
Avenue in 1897.  
 
RECREATION AVENUE 
This road was originally part of Bramley Road, but when the Rec-
reation Ground was established in 1932 it was re-named. 
 
RECTORY CLOSE 
RECTORY DRIVE 
The rectory which Henry Dampier Phelps built in 1814 was sited 
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near where Rectory Close is today. It was demolished in 1969 and 
Rectory Close was opened had its official opening in 1970. The 
drive from the High Street to the Rectory was a single lane with a 
circuit at the Rectory end; today it is the car-park where the market 
is held on Fridays. 
  
RITCH ROAD 
A mis-spelling! This is named after Mrs Ivy M. Rich, parish clerk 
to Snodland for many years. By her will she gave 
£1000 to Snodland Parish Council ‘upon trust, to 
invest in the same … and to distribute the income 
arising therefrom at Christmas to such old age 
pensioners resident in the parish of Snodland as 
such council shall in it absolute wisdom think 
fit.’ 
 
ROBERTS ROAD 
William Lee’s daughter Anne married William 
Henry Roberts on 3 September 1845 at St Nicho-
las, Rochester. Sadly he died aged only 31 on 25 
July 1848, but their son William Henry was born 
on the previous 9 January. When William Lee 
died in 1881 he took over the cement business 
and also inherited a considerable fortune from his father-in-law. He 
was a friend of the Prince of Wales who visited Holborough on at 
least one occasion. They both enjoyed yachting at Cowes. William 
Lee Henry Roberts, WHR’s son, set up his own cement factory at 
Holborough in 1923.  
 
ROCFORT ROAD  
Charles de ROCFORT Wall was rector of Snodland from 1909 to 
1930. He had a keen interest in the history of the village and his 
collection of articles for the parish magazine was revised as a book 
in 1928: Snodland and its History, published by A. N. Hambrook.  

 
Charles de Rocfort Wall 

 
ROMAN ROAD 
There are many Roman remains in Snodland which have been 
known about and excavated intermittently from around 1800. 
 
SALTINGS ROAD 
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A former salt marsh – land subject to over-
flow from the river from time to time. 
 
SHARNAL LANE 
Henry de Sharnale and others of that name 
may have lived here in mediaeval times. 
Margaret Collins discovered that as a place
-name Sharnal means ‘Dung-Spring’ or 
‘place near a dung heap or midden’. 
SIMPSON ROAD 
Mr. Simpson was Malling Rural District 
Councillor for Birling until it was dis-
solved in 1973. He lived in Brook Lane, 
Ham Hill. 
 
ST BENEDICT ROAD 
The little church at Paddlesworth is dedicated to St Benedict, alt-
hough I have never seen the name used in historic documents. 
However, it is true that the Benedictine monks at Rochester are 
among the earliest named rectors at Snodland in the 1200s, so one 
may also have been allocated to Paddlesworth too. 
 
ST KATHERINE’S LANE 
This was formerly called Bedlam Lane in the parish of Birling. St 
Catherine’s Bank, on which Christ Church is built, and St Cathe-
rine’s cottage, both with a ‘C’, are presumably the source of the 
name. The cottage was very isolated and may once have served to 
house the mentally ill; later occupants from at least 1700 were all 
sane! 
 
TAYLOR ROAD 
Norman R. J. Taylor was appointed to the Parish Council in 1946 
and served as chairman from the 1950s to 1970, when, because he 
lived outside the parish he was forced to retire. He continued to 
serve on the committees  administering charities. 

Norman Taylor crowning the  
Queen at the Coronaition Carnival 

 
THOMSON CLOSE 
The Thomson family came to Kent from Aberdeenshire in 1887 
and Charles Thomson established himself at Gighill, East Malling. 
Three of his brothers also became farmers here. The eldest, Daniel, 



 23 

 

took the farm of Westfields, Addington, while in 1896 Alexander 
rented Covey Hall, and in 1903 David rented Woodlands. Alexan-
der (1869-1939) gave Thomson Close its name since it is built on 
the site of his farmyard. His granddaughter emphasises that all the 
Thomsons ‘made an impression on the local population’ because 
their particular opinions were often at odds with local traditions. 
They were non-conformists, held Liberal political views, and gen-
erally felt that Kentish farming methods and education were inferi-
or to those they had left in Scotland. Alexander married Daisy Col-
lins from West Malling in January 1897 and they had seven daugh-
ters – not ideal for a farmer hoping for strong young men to help 
and succeed him. His non-conformity led him (and others) to rebel 
against the Education Act of 1902 which allocated part of the pub-
lic rate to enhancing instruction in the Anglican doctrine. He was 
not put in prison (as happened to Snodland’s Congregational minis-
ter), but a calf and sewing machine were seized and put up for pub-
lic auction, which ironically was held in his 
own barn! Alexander served as a parish 
councillor in Snodland from 1907 to the mid-
1930s. The farm was rented from William 
Henry Roberts, whose new cement factory of 
1923 led to the gradual disappearance of the 
farm land after World War II. The farm in-
cluded a dairy herd ‘which he, with the aaid 
of a farm hand, milked twice daily by hand. 
The milk was then sold direct to customers at 
the back door, again twice a day; they 
brought their own jugs or milk cans to collect 
it in.’ In later years older parishioners will 
remember that Alexander’s daughters Cathe-
rine and Mary continued to supply milk, 
making their own rounds. 
 
TILGHMAN WAY 
Two Tilghman brothers lived as neighbours in Dowle Street, 
Pluckley, in the fifteenth century. One was William (d.1494) who 
became Clerk of the Privy Council, and the other was Thomas. 
Both houses still survive. William bequeathed to William, son of 
Thomas (who was also his godson), lands in Snodland, Halling, 
Birling and Paddlesworth, so the younger William (d.1540) moved 
to live at Holloway Court at Holborough. His son Richard died in 
1518, so it was his grandson William (d.1593) who succeeded to 
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the property. This William had four wives in succession and there 
was an extended court case between Edward, his eldest son from 
wife I, and wife IV with her son Whetenhall (taking her maiden 
name), both of whom claimed a piece of land at Holborough. The 
outcome is unknown, but Whetenhall Tilghman was the last to live 
in Snodland, dying around 1650. Two Tilghmans emigrated to 
America where the family is still flourishing. 
 
TOM JOYCE CLOSE 
Tom Joyce (1951-1986) was a Snodland resident and athlete who 
played a large part in organising the first Kimberley Clark Maid-
stone Marathon in 1983. He it was who measured the course and 
himself ran in it, although already suffering from the cancer which 
was eventually to kill him. Proceeds from the 1983 event paid for a 
germ-free room for cancer and leukaemia at Maidstone Hospital. 
He also helped organise an annual competitive sporting event be-
tween Maidstone and its twin town of Beauvais which still contin-
ues, as does the Marathon and Half-Marathon. 
 
TOMLIN’S COTTAGES/TOMLIN CLOSE 
A brickmaker, John Roots began building houses on Constitution 
Hill and in Birling Road in the early 1850s, but was declared a 
bankrupt on 21 April 1855, his loss arising from a heavy fall in the 
price of building materials just after he had bought a considerable 
stock. His place was taken by John 
Tomlin, a builder from Wrotham (and 
later Maidstone), who in the next few 
years built 55 of the houses, many still 
extant. One row of 14 houses ran west 
from Birling Road and was called 
Tomlin’s Cottages. This was demol-
ished and the back gardens of Tomlin 
Close are now on the site. Tomlin 
Close is set back from Constitution Hill and replaced the original 
15 houses and a shop on the south side.   
 
TOWNSEND ROAD 
Townsend was the maiden name of Anna Maria Hook (1803-1881) 
who married Samuel Hook on 19 April 1830 at Bures St Mary, 
Suffolk. It was also given to their son Charles TOWNSEND Hook 
(1831-1877) and became part of the name of the paper mill in 
Snodland which they owned and managed. 
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VAUXHALL CRESCENT [?Another car?] 
 
VELES ROAD 
The Manor of Veles ‘alias Snodland’ was the 
principal manor of the parish. It is not clear 
whether it was always under the control of the 
Bishop of Rochester and it seems to have had 
at least some independence from him. The 
Vel/Veel/Vitalus family home was beside All 
Saints church and they are among the earliest 
parishioners for whom we have names. Certainly they owed alle-
giance to the Bishop of Rochester as shown in many documents 
dating between 1242 and 1346. In the nineteenth century the Lord 
of the Manor was William Henry Poynder, so by this time the 
Bishop had relinquished his ownership of Veles. The Hook family, 
on moving to Snodland in 1854, named their house in the High 
Street as ‘Veles’. The old manor house by All Saints was destroyed 
in a fire in 1881. 
 
WAGHORN ROAD 
Thomas Fletcher Waghorn (1800-1850) was born in Chatham, but 
his grandparents (and later his mother) lived at Holborough. He 
built ‘The Lodge’ in the High Street around 1841-2, which was his 
principal home for the last ten years of his life. He achieved fame 
during the 1830s-40s as the man chiefly agitating for speeding 
communication between England and India and himself set up a 
successful mail service through Egypt. In his last years competition 
from larger enterprises like the emerging P&O Company and indif-
ference from the Government led him into debt and he died a bro-
ken man. [See Pamphlet No. 12 for an account of him.] 
 
WATTS ROAD 
Many generations of the Watts family lived in Snodland through-
out the 16th and 17th centuries, but exactly where is not known. 
Certainly John Watts (d.1618) occupied Mark Farm and his son 
Thomas later lived in North Street (Holborough Road), probably in 
the house next to Willowside which more recently was called Pro-
spect Place. 
 
WHITEDYKE ROAD 
One of the most ancient roads in the parish it separated the manor 
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of Veles from the manors of Paddlesworth and Potyns so was al-
ready in place in Saxon times. 
 
WICKHAM ROAD 
Edward Wickham (1772-1831) was one of four trustees appointed 
to deal with the estate of John May (q.v.) in 
1805. The Wickham family lived at Birling and 
one son of Edward and Elizabeth was named 
John May Wickham (d. 1837), no doubt after 
his benefactor. Edward had charge of the Hol-
borough estate until 1819, when he sold it to 
Poynder and Hobson the first cement manufac-
turers here. 
 
WILLOWSIDE 
 
WOODLANDS AVENUE 
The adjacent farm was often called 
‘Woodlands’ is the nineteenth century and the 
name is taken from there. The road and houses 
were built in the 1930s before the Second 
World War. 
 
WYVERN CLOSE 
This was named after the car owned by the builder! 
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