
1776 
  

6 December] On Saturday se’night, as Mr. William Craft, a bargeman, of Snodland, in 
Kent, was returning in the evening down the river Medway from Newhithe, where he 
had been to deliver nine chaldron of coals, he unhappily fell overboard, and was 
drowned. Although every possible means have been used to find the body, yet it cannot 
be found. He has left a widow and three children. 
(William Craft, aged 34, was buried at All Saint, Snodland, on 22 December.) 

  
1778 

  
6 August] A few days ago a Bricklayer’s Labourer at Snodland, near Rochester, got into 
a Boat in the River Medway, and some of his Companions pushing the Boat from the 
Shore, the Current, which happened to be very strong, carried him down the Tide, 
which so alarmed and terrified the Fellow, that he jumped out of the Boat into the 
Middle of the River, and was drowned. 
  

1846 
  

[Northampton Mercury, 22 August 1846] Peculiar effects of lightening—death of the 
horse “Schoolmaster”. A valuable hunter last week met with his death at Snodland, in 
a very remarkable manner, during the storm of the previous Wednesday. At the time 
of high water the horse approached the bank of the Medway to drink, and after reeling 
from side to side was seen to fall headlong into the current. He then plunged to and 
fro, apparently unconscious of being near the margin of the river. He swam furiously 
round and round, and maintained this circular movement until nearly exhausted. 
Boats were pushed across his course, and after various efforts a rope was thrown over 
his neck, and he was landed on shore, his teeth and mouth bleeding, and his limbs in 
fearful agitation. The coachman and hunting groom of the owner of “Schoolmaster” 
were now sent for, and they pronounced the horse to be fast dying. A musket was sent 
for, and the horse was dispatched. Not a scar, not even a singe to show the effects of 
lightening, were visible on the poor animal’s skin, but its palate and teeth showed the 
path of the destroyer. The teeth were shattered, the palate distorted, and the hoofs, 
where annexed to the shoes, appeared also disjointed, or rather as if divided into 
aminie. Had opportunity allowed, the vertebrae might probably have shown some 
strange appearances. Schoolmaster was brought into Kent a few weeks ago. He was 
well known in the hunt of Sir John Cope, and has therefore often run neck and neck 
with the Duke of Wellington’s horse “Co .” Our West Kent friends will regret the loss 
of Schoolmaster, as he was as promising a “sire” as Sir Peter, of old celebrity. He was 
the property of Mr. Jupp, of Snodland. 
[Edward Jupp was the Master of the National Schools in Brook Street from 1842 to 
1854] 
  

1836 
  
[30 April] 25th inst., at Wouldham, near Rochester, aged 31, the hon. Francis de Grey, 
youngest son of the right hon. Lord Walsingham. His death took place under the 
following melancholy circumstances. He was standing on the banks of the Medway, 
when, seeing a boat drifting down the current, he imprudently entered the water with 
his clothes on in order to secure it, although repeatedly urged by the rev. gentleman 
with whom he was, not to do so. Unfortunately, he was unable to reach the boat, when, 



becoming exhausted, he sunk, notwithstanding the most strenuous efforts of his friend 
to save him, who, in so doing, narrowly escaped sharing a similar fate. After a search 
of some hours, the body was picked up a short distance from the spot where it sank. 

  
1855 

  
[Morning Chronicle, 17 October] Yesterday afternoon an inquiry was resumed before 
Mr. J. Lewis, coroner for Rochester, at North Aylesford Union workhouse, Strood, 
touching the death of Jacob Faulkner, a labourer, employed in the chalk pits of Mr. 
Wm. Lee, M.P., at Snodland, who came by his death from injuries received about three 
weeks ago, he having had his clothes set on fire by a fellow-workman whilst asleep in 
a building in the chalk pit. The poor fellow was admitted into the workhouse on the 
26th of September, where he has received every attention both from the surgeon, Mr. 
Langston, and Mr. baker, the master. A few days after his admission, he had an attack 
of dysentery, which according to the modest evidence, accelerated death. On Tuesday 
last the deposition of the unfortunate man was taken before Mr. R. Clements, mayor, 
and three days afterwards death terminated his sufferings. 
Mr. Richard Baker, master of the North Aylesford Union workhouse, at Strood, was 
the first witness examined: He stated that on Wednesday the 26th of September last, 
the deceased came to the union and was placed in the infirmary, and was put under 
the care of the surgeon of the union. He was in a bad state from injuries caused by 
burning. He told witness he had been burned by a man named Tilbey. He remained in 
the infirmary until his death yesterday morning. He was supplied with every necessary. 
Deceased told witness that he had been burnt on the Friday previous to the 21st of 
September. 
Mr John Langston, of Strood, surgeon of the union, stated that on Wednesday evening, 
the 26th of September, he was sent for to see the deceased. He was suffering from an 
injury apparently caused by burning. He had been put to bed directly. He found a very 
extensive mortification of the integument down to the muscles on the left side of the 
chest extending vertically from the arm pit to the lower part of the ribs, and 
horizontally from nearly the centre of the chest to the spinal column behind, and also 
inside the right arm down to the elbow. It appeared to have been caused some days 
before. In the course of a few days the slough suppurated. The sloughing and 
suppuration continued until a few days before the man’s death, still leaving the whole 
wound open. On the 3rd of October, the deceased was taken with dysentery, which 
continued up to the death. Witness said that without an internal examination of the 
body he was unable to say precisely what was the cause of death. 
The Coroner in consequence, at the request of the jury, directed a post-mortem 
examination of the body to be made by Mr. Langston, assisted by another surgeon, and 
the inquiry was accordingly adjourned until Monday afternoon. 
The following additional information was adduced:- 
Mr. Langston stated that since the adjournment he had, together with Mr. Steele, made 
a post-mortem examination of the body of the deceased; on examining the head 
witness found a serious effusion upon the surface of the brain; within the thorax he 
found the recent effects of inflammatory action, such as an adhesion of the right lung, 
especially on its right side, to the cavity of the chest, corresponding with the external 
burn. Upon examining the abdomen he found the liver rather enlarged and presenting 
the appearance that would result from intemperance. The duodenum was congested, 
and the large intestines generally exhibited considerable signs of inflammatory action. 
In his opinion death was caused from the combined effects of the burning internally 
and externally. The symptoms in the large intestines were those likely to have resulted 



from dysentery, and were not in his opinion sufficient to have caused death. 
By a Juror: The effects of the burning when I saw deceased first were very serious. 
Mr. S. Steele, surgeon, of Strood, was next examined and he fully corroborated the 
testimony of last witness. The cause of death in his opinion was the external burning 
with the internal effects of it. The dysentery might have accelerated death. 
Henry Woolmer, a boy fourteen years of age, said he knew the deceased and worked 
with him. About a fortnight ago the deceased went into a hut in a chalk pit and laid 
down on a bench to sleep. Witness heard James Tilbey say, “Let’s smoke him out,” and 
saw him look about for a piece of rag for that purpose. Tilbey then took a small handful 
of straw off the hut, and having set fire to it with a lucifer match went into the hut, and 
soon afterwards witness heard deceased call out, “I see you, Jemmy.” When deceased 
went into the hut to lay down he had only his trousers and shirt on. 
James Paris, of Upper Halling, said he worked with the deceased. On the 21st of 
September, when deceased came to his work, he was intoxicated and unfit for work. A 
short time afterwards a man at work with witness saw deceased come out of the hut, 
and called out “For God’s sake run down, there’s Jacob [meaning deceased] alight.” 
Witness hastened towards him; his shirt on the right side was in flames; witness tore 
it off as quickly as possible; deceased said Tilbey had done it, and run away. Tilbey 
afterwards said he would do all he could for the deceased, and would pay for a doctor 
for him. Tilbey was the worse for drink, but was able to do his work. Since the 
occurrence witness said he had heard Tilbey express his regret at what had happened, 
and say that he had only done it in a lark. Witness explained to the jury that it was a 
common practice amongst the men when one of them went to sleep to get a piece of 
rag to “smoke him out” as they call it. Tilbey took the deceased home with him after it 
had happened, and said he would keep him during the time he was bad. 
George Hilton superintending constable of the Malling division, said that he took 
Tilbey into custody on the 7th instant, and told him it was on a charge of setting fire to 
some straw, and thereby burning Jacob Faulkner, and causing great grievous bodily 
harm. Tilbey said, “Yes, I must go with you; they say I put an armful all round him. I 
did not do so. I only had as much as I could wind up in my hand and I placed that in 
the hut and set it alight. We had been drinking together. I did it as a lark—I did not 
think it would come to this, and I am very sorry for what I have done.” This morning 
witness conveyed him from Maidstone Gaol to Malling to be examined before the 
magistrates of that division. On his way there witness told him that Faulkner was dead, 
and he answered, “I am very sorry for it; it will be a bad job for me.” Witness said he 
had known deceased for about five years, and he was a very intemperate man. 
This closed the evidence. The room was then cleared, and after a few minutes’ 
deliberation the jury determined upon adjourning the inquiry for one week, in order 
to have the deposition of the deceased laid before them. 
(Jacob Faulkner was buried at St. Nicholas, Strood, on 21 October, ‘by Coroner’s 
Order’. He was one of twins baptised at All Saints, Snodland, on 26-12-1800.) 

  
1858 

  
[Daily News, 15 January] At the Rochester County Court, held yesterday, an action 
was brought by C. Rigg, Esq., M.D., a medical practitioner at Rochester, against the 
South Eastern Railway Company, to recover damages for an accident sustained by the 
plaintiff, through the alleged negligence of the railway company, in not providing 
sufficient lights at their stations. The damages were laid at £60, and the case was tried 
by a jury. Mr. Addison, the barrister, stated the case, from which it appears that on a 
Sunday evening in November, the plaintiff was sent for to visit a patient at a village 



called Snodland, about six miles from Rochester. He at once proceeded there by 
railway and alighted at the station. The night was very dark, and there were no lamps 
at the station, the consequence of which was, that as the plaintiff was proceeding along 
the platform to deliver up his ticket he missed his footing and fell from the platform 
on to the rails, a depth of between four and five feet, by which he received very serious 
injuries, and was prevented from following his profession for several days. On 
remonstrating with the station-master for not providing lamps, the latter excused 
himself by saying they had no oil, but had sent for some. The plaintiff having been 
examined, the judge told the jury that the company was bound to furnish proper lights 
to prevent accidents happening to passengers using their line. The jury gave a verdict 
for the plaintiff, damages £20. The railway company allowed judgment to go by 
default. 
  

1861 
  

[Kentish Gazette 12 November]  On Thursday morning early a serious accident 
occurred to a young man named William Kemp, aged 19, employed in the Paper Mills 
here. Kemp was about to place the roller in the machine when it (the roller) being hot 
he lost his hold and it came down on his right hand, which was frightfully smashed. 
He was as quickly as possible removed to the West Kent Infirmary, where amputation 
was resorted to. He is at present going on favourably. 
  

1862 
  

[Maidstone & Kentish Journal, 13 May] On Tuesday afternoon last a quarrel arose 
between two men, named Thomas Roots and Samuel Fletcher, both employed at the 
limeworks of Messrs. Lee, Smith, and Son, respecting some beer which had been 
spilled. An attempt was made to pacify them, but Fletcher persisted in fighting, and at 
the fourth round he received a blow on the right temple which knocked him down, and 
he almost immediately expired. On Thursday afternoon an inquest was held at the 
Black Boy Inn, Upper Halling, before J. N. Dudlow, Esq., and a respectable jury, of 
whom Mr. Bateman was foreman. The following evidence was taken:- 
Edward Beadle, foreman in the employ of Messrs. Lee and Smith, deposed—On the 
6th instant, between twenty and thirty men were at work in a chalk-pit at Snodland, 
and I heard some wrangling going on between Roots and Fletcher. They were talking 
of fighting. I caught hold of Roots and said, “You are not going to fight on the works.” 
He replied that he did not want to fight, and said he was going to his work. Fletcher 
said, “I will see it out—now come on.” I again told Roots to go to his work, and he 
walked away to do so, when Fletcher again challenged him to fight. They then both 
went up the bank, and hearing they were fighting, I went up to stop it. I got up just in 
time to see the last round, when Fletcher was knocked down by a blow on the right  
side of the head, and after breathing two or three times he died. 
Samuel Efford, one of the workmen, gave similar evidence. Fletcher’s brother-in-law 
tried to keep him (Fletcher) back, but could not. Then they went up the bank, and I 
heard Fletcher say, “We will go up here and have a hit or two.” They pulled of their 
shirts and went at it; and after the first round I heard Fletcher say, “All fair, mate; no 
foul play,” and he turned himself round and went at it again. They had four rounds 
altogether. Fletcher went down every time, and the last time he appeared to be hit very 
heavily. 
   By a juryman.—They both went down together in the first two rounds. Fletcher 
seemed to go down first, but I don’t think Roots fell upon him. 



   By the coroner.—From what I saw of it, it was a fair stand-up fight. 
   James Gladdish corroborated the evidence given by the last witness. They were both 
sober. 
   Mr Pope, surgeon, of Malling, said—I saw the deceased on Tuesday evening, at about 
eight o-clock, at the Black Boy, at Halling, quite dead. The only mark of injury I 
perceived was a severe bruise over the right eye. On examining the body, I found blood 
extravagated under the scalp, over the right temple. On removing the skull I found the 
vessels of the brain and its coverings gorged with blood, and a large quantity collected 
at the base of the skull, from rupture of a large vessel, occasioned by a blow or fall. The 
rupture of that vessel was the cause of death. 
   After a short consultation, the jury returned a verdict of “Manslaughter” against 
Roots, and he was accordingly committed on the coroner’s warrant. 
On Friday, Thomas Roots, 22, single man, was brought up at the Magistrates’ Clerk’s 
Office, Town Malling, before J. Savage, Esq., charged with the manslaughter of Samuel 
Fletcher, aged 23. George Coulter and Henry Orpin, who acted as seconds during the 
fight, were charged with aiding and abetting. The evidence was similar to that taken at 
the inquest, hough one of the witnesses, a man named Lancellay, said that Roots first 
offered to fight Fletcher, and the latter at once accepted the challenge. In defence, 
Roots said that deceased began the quarrel, and when he offered to shake hands and 
make it up, Fletcher refused saying, “No, I am your man—now come on.” Coulter and 
Orpin both denied having acted as seconds, though they admitted that they picked the 
man up once or twice. The three prisoners were committed for trial, but admitted to 
bail. 
  

1864 
  

[Newcastle Courant, 23 September] Sept. 20th. The screw steamer Sentinel, from 
Newcastle, in coming up the river [Thames] yesterday came into collision with the 
barge Snodland of Rochester, loaded with lime, off Duke shore, and to prevent her 
sinking in the channel, she was got ashore near the Perseverance Wharf. Shortly 
afterwards the same steamer again got into collision with the barge Thomas and 
Sarah, Mitchell, loaded with bricks, off the Irongate stairs, and sank her. 
(The Snodland, no. 44618, belonged to William Lee and Son and was built at Halling 
in 1862.]  
  

1866 
  

Burial at All Saints: 12 April: Matthew Allen of Snodland, aged 52. Fell into a Chalk Pit 
on Sunday night. 
  
[Kent Messenger] April 1866: The intelligence of the failure of the petition to unseat 
Messrs. Lee and Whatman, M.P’s for Maidstone, was received at Snodland with 
universal rejoicing. At 20 minutes to five o’clock a telegraphic despatch was received 
at the station, and the fact was announced by the firing of guns, the display of blue 
flags, and other demonstrations. The inhabitants turned our en masse to receive Mr. 
Lee, and the horses were taken out of his carriage, which was then drawn in triumph 
to Holboro’. The most enthusiastic manifestations continued till midnight. 
Unfortunately, a man who was firing the cannons, threw the torch behind him, and it 
reached a bag of powder, which exploded, and three or four persons were rather 
seriously injured. 

1870 



  
Burial at All Saints: 4 February 1870: John Paddick of Snodland, aged 38: Accident at 
Mr Peters works. 
  

1874 
  
[John Bull, 30 May] At East Malling near Maidstone, a number of men in the employ 
of Mr. Charles Arkcoll, at Maidstone, were engaged in a game of cricket against the 
Mackling Club, and after a few overs had been bowled rain out a stop to the play. The 
party took shelter in a scoring tent, and soon afterwards a shock was felt, two men 
within the tent exclaiming that they were hurt. But this, unfortunately, was not the 
worst. On emerging from the tent a warehouseman named William James, fifty years 
of age, who had been for a long time in Mr. Arkcoll’s service, and a boy from the 
neighbouring village, named Hales, were found dead beneath a tree twelve paces 
distant, under which they had taken shelter. The tree had been struck by a current of 
lightening, and the bark was stripped off for a considerable distance down the trunk. 
The two other men, who appeared to be internally injured, were removed to 
Maidstone. 
[11 July] John Sallis, an aged farm labourer, of Wouldham, near Rochester, died lately 
at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, Rochester. A fire broke out in some farm buildings in 
which he slept, and he was fearfully burnt. He died after a few hours’ suffering. It is 
not known how the fire occurred, but from an exclamation of deceased—”I wish I had 
never smoked!”—it may be conjectured that by smoking in the place where he slept he 
set it on fire. 
  

1876 
  

[Kent Messenger, 5 August] On Tuesday, the 25th inst., James Baker, secretary to the 
Burham Branch of the Agricultural Labourers’ Union, while employed at work in the 
Burham brickfield, in stepping from a barge to the shore, the plank being slippery, fell 
with violence to a considerable depth and injured his arm most severely. He at once 
repaired to Snodland, to the residence of Dr. White, the surgeon to the Union for the 
neighbouring district, who on examination, found he had sustained a fracture of the 
forearm close to the wrist joint. This was at once reduced and the case is progressing 
favourably. 
  
[Kent Messenger, 16 September] An inquest was held on Monday evening at the 
Waterman’s Arms, Wouldham, , kept by E. T. Baker, before T. Hills, Esq., coroner for 
the County, touching the death of Edward Raynor, who was drowned in the Medway 
off Snodland, having fallen from the barge Seagull, on the morning of Tuesday on the 
6th inst. George Day was chosen foreman of the jury, and the jury having viewed the 
body the following evidence was taken:- William Bowman, Shoeburyness, Essex, 
master of the barge Seagull, Greys, Essex, stated that the deceased was his nephew 
and sailed with him as third hand; he was the son of Edward Raynor, of Eastwood, 
Essex. He was serving under indentures to witness. On his last voyage he went to 
Snodland paper mills dock, arriving there on the 3rd inst., he left there in the morning 
of the 5th, soon after midnight. Witness, his mate, and the deceased were the only 
parties on board the vessel. They put the vessel out of the dock stern first, and the tide 
took the stern up the river, but they wished to go up the river to load bricks at Burham, 
and to get the barge round they were obliged to set the mainsail. Deceased was at the 
tiller and witness told him to put the helm hard down to fetch her round, but before 



her head came round she struck against the wharf and the sudden jerk jarred the tiller 
out of his hand and caused him to fall overboard. Witness did not see the deceased fall, 
but he saw him come top the top of the water shortly afterwards, and he got into his 
boat and made for the spot as soon as possible, but he had sunk again and they saw no 
more of him. They afterwards dragged for him, but did not pick him up. The jury 
returned a verdict of ‘Accidentally drowned.’ 
  
[Kent Messenger, 16 September] On Saturday last a little boy named Fairman, residing 
with his father at Whornes-place, struck a match and threw it near to two large corn 
stacks, which set fire to them and burned them to the ground. The boy is under seven 
years of age. 
  
[Kent Messenger, 30 September] On Thursday evening last a coroner’s inquest was 
held at the Black Boy Inn, Upper Halling, near Snodland, before G. Winch, Esq., 
Deputy-coroner for Rochester, touching the death of Jesse Pring, aged twenty-seven, 
who was accidentally killed early on Thursday morning last, while attending to a steam 
engine, on Messrs Lee, Smith and Company’s cement works, in the parish of Snodland. 
The body of the deceased man was lying at the cottage occupied by his parents, to 
which it had been removed, and here the jury, of which Mr. J. P. Simmons was chosen 
foreman, viewed it.– John Beadle, residing at Holborough, in the parish of Snodland, 
deposed that he was a stoker, employed with the deceased, who was an engine driver, 
at the cement works. Witness went to work at a quarter past five o’clock, and the 
deceased arrived a few minutes after six. The deceased went to his engine, which was 
used for the purpose of drawing chalk up out of the pit. The steam was up and the 
deceased started the engine. He took his oil can, and the moment he stooped for the 
purpose of oiling the crank his foot slipped and he fell down into the crank pit. The 
crank struck him, an drew him under with it. Witness immediately stopped the engine, 
called for assistance, and the deceased was got out of the pit. He bled very much from 
his mouth, nose, and ears. A surgeon was sent for, but the deceased died before his 
arrival. He lived for about an hour after the accident occurred, but he was not 
conscious. He had been engaged about eighteen months at the engine, and perfectly 
understood his work.– In reply to the Foreman of the jury, the witness said he did not 
think a guard round the engine would be of much use in preventing accidents in future. 
It was slippery where the deceased had to place his feet.. If anything could be done to 
prevent accidents in future he knew Mr. Lee would do it. A guard round the engine 
might prevent a person from falling into the crank pit on any future occasion.– Mr. 
Edward Beadle, a foreman on the works, corroborated the last witness, and deposed 
to assisting in getting the deceased out of the pit.– In reply to the Coroner, the witness 
said he did not think it was necessary to have a guard round the engine, because it was 
not usual to oil it when in motion.-The Foreman of the jury: Do you think it was 
careless on the part of the deceased?-Witness: Oh, no; it was done without a thought. 
Messrs Lee and Co. would do anything they could to prevent an accident in future.-
Mr. William Alexander Fitzgerald, a surgeon practising at Snodland, gave it as his 
opinion that the injuries sustained by the deceased were such as would have been 
caused by being dragged under the crank in question. He saw the deceased after death, 
and although he was not bleeding then, there were indications that much blood had 
flowed from the mouth, nose, and ears. The body was covered with clotted blood.-The 
jury returned  verdict of accidental death.– Daniel Pring, a brother of the deceased 
man, afterwards thanked the witness John Beadle for his promptitude in stopping the 
engine, remarking that the deceased would have been torn to pieces but for this. Pring 
was a very steady single young man, and the main support of his aged father and 



mother with whom he lived. The old people, who are respectable cottagers, have not 
enjoyed the best of health recently, and much sympathy is felt for them. It is a 
somewhat remarkable circumstance that the deceased man’s brother was killed about 
two years since on the same works, where he was accidentally run over by several chalk 
trucks. A new clock at the works, which had kept going before, stopped at the very 
moment when the accident occurred. 
  
[Kent Messenger, 30 September] An inquest was held at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
Rochester, on Monday afternoon, before W. H, Bell, Esq., deputy coroner for the city, 
touching the death of a lad named George Thorpe, aged 12 years, who on Thursday last 
was run over by two loaded chalk trucks on the tramway of the Wouldham Cement 
Company, and died on Saturday at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital from the effects of the 
injuries received.-George Thorpe, of Perrin’s Cottages, Wouldham, stated that he was 
horse-keeper to the Wouldham Cement Company, of which Mr Carlton Baynes was 
manager. Deceased was his son.– William Clifford, horse-driver at the Wouldham 
Cement Works, stated that on Thursday evening he was driving two horses attached 
to four trucks up to the chalk-pit, when the deceased rode up on the trucks into the 
chalk-pit; witness was returning to Wouldham factory, but did not know that deceased 
was on one of the full trucks, until he heard the boy Gage call out for him to stop as the 
deceased had fallen off. He knew Gage was on the waggon. Witness stopped the horses 
as soon as he could. The horses were walking. The moment he stopped the horses he 
ran back to see what was the matter, and found the boy run over. It was on level 
ground. The boy was quite sensible; he had had his right leg run over. Witness sent at 
once to the boy’s father. They had no particular rules as to boys getting on the trucks, 
and as the boy Gage was in the employ of the firm he did not say anything to him. It 
was safe for boys to ride on the trucks if they kept quiet.– Joseph E. Clayton, assistant 
house surgeon, stated he received the deceased at the hospital at about twenty minutes 
to nine on Thursday night. He found a compound fracture of the right leg. He gradually 
got worse, and died on Saturday morning. He had made a post-mortem examination, 
and found that the left hip-bone was broken and a quantity of blood in the abdomen. 
Deceased died from the effects of the shock to the system caused by the injuries 
received.- The Coroner proceeded to review the evidence. He referred to the danger of 
allowing young children to ride on these trucks. He thought that the drivers should not 
under any pretext be allowed to permit boys to ride upon the trucks.– The jury 
returned a verdict of “Accidental death,” and it was agreed to bring the danger 
attending boys riding on these trucks and the prevalence of the practice under the 
notice of the company. 

  
1877 

  
[Reynolds Newspaper, 18 February] Mr. Alexander Marsh Flint, writes from Prospect 
House, Snodland, near Rochester, Feb. 12th:—“In illustration of the paramount 
importance of the above [communication with the guard], allow me to say that I was a 
passenger on Monday evening by the 4.18 express-train from Cannon-street to 
Maidstone, and while running through Lee Station felt a sudden jerk in the first-class 
carriage I occupied, and a great oscillation afterwards. Being convinced something was 
wrong, I touched the communicator, with which, fortunately, all the South-Eastern 
trains are provided, when , in less than a minute, the train was brought to a standstill, 
and the guard discovered that the mainspring of the carriage was completely severed. 
To the great efficiency of the South-Eastern Company’s precautions and the extreme 
vigilance of their servants I am persuaded it is owing a most serious accident was 



averted. 
  

1881 
  

[Reynolds Newspaper, 16 January] At Maidstone on Tuesday, a county court jury 
awarded an agricultural labourer named Day £160 damages for the loss of an eye. In 
February last the defendant, Mr Gower, a publican of Snodland, was shooting with a 
party on the Burnham Hall Farm, and the plaintiff was walking on the roadway near. 
The defendant fired a gun, and the shot struck the plaintiff in the eye. In order to 
prevent total blindness in both eyes, the right eye had to be removed. The defence was 
that the defendant did not fire the shot which struck the plaintiff. The claim was for 
£1000. 
  
[? 19 June] On Saturday morning a bargeman named John Walter Hymes, aged 19 
years, living at 13 Mill-road, Snodland, near Rochester, was removed to St. Thomas’s 
hospital, suffering from a fearful wound on his head, having slipped from a barge. In 
falling into the water the man’s head came into contact with the sharp edge of the 
bilwarks, and he had a narrow escape from being drowned. 
  

1883 
  

[Reynolds Newspaper, 14 January] The county-court judge at Maidstone on Tuesday 
awarded a sum of £100 to a boy named Hayes, who brought an action under the 
Employer’s Liability Act against Messrs. Townsend Hook, and Co., paper 
manufacturers of Snodland, for compensation for the loss of his right arm whilst 
working at a machine in the mill. The case for the plaintiff was that the machine was 
not properly guarded, and that a plank upon which he went was not securely fixed. 
  

1887 
  
[Lloyds Weekly News, 19 June] At the Sittingbourne county court, on Thursday, 
William Standen, who was in the employ of Messrs. Charles Townsend Hook, and Co., 
papermakers, Snodland, brought an action against the firm under the Employers’ 
Liability Act for damages for injuries sustained by him last June through the explosion 
of an oven at the works, whereby he was severely burned by the liquid which escaped, 
and lost the use of one of his arms and one of his legs for a considerable time. The jury 
found a verdict for the plaintiff, with damaged £200. 
  
[Lloyds Weekly News, 4 September] On Friday a married man named Henry Major, 
aged 54, working in Snodland paper-mills, was drawn into the machinery and 
frightfully mangled. His legs were torn from his body, and both arms were crushed. 
When extricated he was quite dead. 

1891 
  

[14 July: The Strand Magazine: ‘Royal Humane Society’] On Tuesday, the 14th July, 
1891, some boys were bathing in a place called the ‘Salts’ on the ‘Brook’, Snodland, 
Kent, when William Hodges, aged eleven years, got out of his depth. It being evident 
that the boy was drowning, one of the party ran for assistance, and fortunately soon 
met Charles Wickenden, a lad ten years of age. Wickenden, without the slightest 
hesitation, plunged into the water, and after a severe struggle, during which he was 
pulled under twice, succeeded in bringing the unfortunate boy to land. He was 



unconscious, but the other boys held him head downwards to get rid of the water and 
rubbed him, and fortunately succeeded in bringing him back to consciousness again. 
He was afterwards taken to Dr. Palmer, who gave it as his opinion that the boy had had 
a narrow escape. The conduct of Wickenden, who bravely, at great peril to himself, 
attempted successfully to save the life of a playmate, cannot be too highly 
recommended. 

  
[21 October] Henry Palmer, aged eight, a bright, intelligent little fellow, who resided 
with his parents at Ryarsh, near Maidstone, has met with a shocking death. He was 
playing with a number of other children in a large sand hole, when without warning a 
huge mass of sand fell and buried him up to his neck. His youthful companions, not 
one of whom was more than eight years old, although in the greatest danger 
themselves, immediately attempted his rescue, but while they were busily engaged in 
scraping away the sand from his body another quantity of earth fell and completely 
buried Palmer, his brave companions escaping with the greatest difficulty. When the 
deceased was dug out, half an hour afterwards, the clenched hands and agonized 
appearance of the face showed how terrible had been the struggle for life. 

1898 
  

[Daily News, 4 June] Mr. T. Buss, one of the coroners for Kent, last evening held an 
inquest at Snodland, on Mary Ann Money, aged 34, wife of a master mariner, who was 
drowned in the Medway under very extraordinary circumstances. 
The evidence showed that the deceased attended an outdoor festival at a neighbouring 
village, and was under the influence of drink when she returned. Her husband and two 
sons remained silent when she entered the house, and she then enquired, “Is no one 
going to speak to me?” to which reply was made “You’re drunk, how can any one speak 
to you.?” The deceased thereupon flew into a violent temper, and a police-officer was 
called to quiet her when she commenced to smash the crockeryware. Leaving the house 
surreptitiously some time afterwards, the woman seems to have proceeded straight to 
the ferry and deliberately walked into the river. An alarm was raised by persons who 
witnessed her, and two members of the Chatham Rowing Club swam out and 
attempted to save her. It was dark at the time, and the woman’s struggles frustrated 
the efforts of her would-be rescuers, who narrowly escaped being drowned themselves. 
Her body was recovered the next day. 
The Coroner spoke very highly of the gallantry of the Chatham men, and the jury 
returned a verdict of “Suicide during temporary insanity”. 
  
[Illustrated Police News, 12 November] Mr. Buss, coroner for Mid-Kent, held an 
inquest at Snodland relative to the death of a young woman named Botten, aged 
eighteen, the daughter of a local tradesman. 
According to the evidence, the deceased had been engaged to a young baker name 
Frederick Clifford for some months. She confided to intimate friends her 
determination to put an end to her life if Clifford jilted her for a certain rival, a 
barmaid, adding that she preferred death to shame and disgrace. She was with Clifford 
the last time she was seen alive, and apparently on parting with him went direct to the 
River Medway and threw herself in. The body was not recovered for several days. 
Clifford gave evidence at the inquest, but, whilst admitting that he had lately been 
trying to “shake the girl off,” emphatically denied that he had previously seduced her. 
The medical testimony showed that deceased was enceinte. 
The jury, in returning a verdict of temporary insanity, expressed the opinion that 
Clifford was morally responsible for the girl’s death, and stigmatised his conduct as 



“cowardly, infamous, and unmanly.” At the jury’s request the young man was severely 
censured by the coroner. 
(Ellen Kate Botten, daughter of Frank and Ann, was buried at the cemetery on 7 
November 1898.) 
  

1899 
  

[Whitstable Times and Herne Bay Herald, 30 September] An Inquest was held on 
Friday by Mr. R. J. M. Steadman, City Coroner, on the body of George Swan, a 
shipwright, aged 49, and lodging at Rose Cottage, Malling Road, Snodland. Deceased 
cut his little finger with a penknife while cutting a rose in his allotment garden on the 
evening of the 7th inst. He subsequently got some dirt in the wound, and his death 
resulted from pyaemia. The jury returned a verdict of “Accidental death.” 
  
[Illustrated Police News, 21 October] A shocking accident happened on Rochester 
Bridge to Miss Lewis, a young lady belonging to Snodland. She was riding on a bicycle, 
and accidentally collided with a baker’s van. She was violently thrown from her 
machine and fractured her skull. Death was almost instantaneous. 
(Agnes Lewis, was buried at Snodland cemetery from Chatham Hospital on 17 October. 
Memorial at NE A 2.) 
  
Eli Masters: accident at Wouldham Hall cement works; died 17 June 1890 
  

1903 
  

[Tamworth Herald,  4 April]  The Kent County Coroner on Saturday held an inquest 
at Ham Hill, Snodland, on the newly-born child of Violet Blanche Edmeades, domestic 
servant. It was stated that a woman names Sarah Jane Hicks, the keeper of a coffee 
tavern, with whom Edmeades lived, on being questioned by the police, admitted that 
Edmeades had given birth to a male child, and stated that it was born dead and that 
she had buried it in the flower garden, where it was subsequently discovered by the 
police. Dr. Gash gave evidence that the child was fully developed, and in his opinion 
was born alive. He thought that death was due to suffocation, caused by pressure on 
the nose and mouth. Mrs. Hicks who was elected to give evidence, said the child 
appeared to be dead when born, and as Edmeades had no money to bury it, witness 
dug a hole and buried it in the garden. The jury returned a verdict of wilful murder 
against Edmeades and Hicks and the coroner committed both women for trial. 
(Sarah Jane Hicks was the wife of George, and was born at Poona, India, in 1852. They 
and Violet Edmeades were living at the Coffee Tavern, Ham Hill, in 1901. Violet had 
been in the Malling Union workhouse in 1881, so evidently her family was very poor.) 
  

1934 
  

[Dover Express, 20 April] Arthur Eaglestone, 30, of Malling Road, Snodland, was 
working at Hook’s Paper Mill, Snodland, near Maidstone, when he fell through the 
glass roof and dropped 60 ft., landing on the belts driving the machinery. He was 
thrown clear, and only broke his arm. 

  
1936 

  
[Nottingham Evening Post, 8 July] A pilot of the R.A.F., Sergeant Davis, heroically 



remained in his burning machine while passing over the village of Snodland, Kent, 
yesterday, and did not make a parachute descent until certain that the plane would not 
crash into the village. Hundreds of people in the village saw the flames shooting from 
his machine, but he continued his flight till he was over open country. 
He then leapt from the blazing plane and landed by parachute on some allotments, 
whilst his machine nose-dived ino a marsh near the river Medway. 
The machine exploded on striking the ground and became a mass of twisted wreckage. 
The engine was buried about 10 feet in the earth. 
Sergt. Davis was badly burned about the head and face before he jumped, and is 
detained in hospital at Rochester, but his condition is not regarded as serious. 
He is stationed at North Weald Aerodrome, Epping. 
T. J. Ashby, a railway ganger, told a reporter: “I saw the plane flying overhead, with 
flames bursting from its undercarriage. Almost immediately it began to crash. The 
pilot jumped from the plane with his parachute as the machine fell. 
The plane landed in a field close to where I was working. I dashed towards it and as it 
touched the ground there was an explosion. The engine was buried deep. The pilot 
landed about a mile away. The aeroplane was nothing but a mass of charred and 
twisted metal.” 
  
  
  
 


