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HISTORICAL JOTTINGS 

of the 

PARISH OF SNODLAND 

 

THE village and parish of SNODLAND, formerly called SNODILAND or SNODESLAND. written in the “Textus 

Roffensis” SNODINGLAND, and in the “Doomsday” record ESNODELAND or ESNOILAND, is situate in a 

valley between the two ranges of hills which traverse the centre of the County of Kent. 

Snodland is a polling station in the Medway Parliamentary Division of Kent, Lathe of Aylesford, 

Hundred of Larkfield, Union and Police District of Malling, County Court District of Maidstone, Rural 

Deanery of Cobham, and Archdeaconry and Diocese of Rochester. The village, situated on the western 

banks of the Medway, is distant about 6 miles south-west from Rochester, 6 miles from Maidstone, 3½  

miles from Town Malling, and 34 miles from London. having a station on the North-Kent Line of the 

South Eastern Railway’. The streets were paved in 1877-8; and in the latter year (1878) the Misses Hook 

presented the parish with street lamps, and also provided gas for such purpose, free of charge, till 1888, 

when they were brought under the provisions of the Lighting Act. The village is governed by a Parish 

Council, under the Local Government Act, 1894. 

THE ANCIENTS AND THEIR CUSTOMS. 

Very little is recorded in history of the parish of Snodland in the early ages, but it is well known now that 

the semi-barbarous race of ancient Britons lived in kraals or huts made with branches cut down from the 

trees, and plastered over with mud, while they dressed in the skins of beasts which they had killed. Their 

spiritual needs were attended by the Druids, who administered their rites in a mysterious manner, under 

the shade of the venerated oak, and with a reverence for the mistletoe. 

To more fully describe the powers and customs of the Druids, we extract the following from a work 

issued’ by the Rev. John Hunter, M.A., who writes:- “The Druids were the ministers of religion among 

the Gauls, the ancient inhabitants of France, as well as among the Britons; the ancient inhabitants of our 

island. It seems probable that the Britons first learned the Druidical religion from the Gauls; but Britain 

afterwards became the most distinguished school for rearing Druidical priests; and those natives of Gaul 

who wished to become thoroughly versed in the, mysteries of Druidism resorted to this island in order to 

complete their studies. 

“The British Druids appear to have possessed a considerable acquaintance with natural philosophy, 

and besides being the priests and philosophers of the country, they had also the power of making and 

executing the laws. 

“Their religious opinions were pretty nearly those of the Greek philosopher Pythagoras, for they taught 

the existence of one supreme God, the immortality of the soul, the transmigration of souls, and a future 

state of rewards and punishments. Some of their ceremonies, however, were in honour, of heathen gods 

and goddesses, and on some occasions they offered human beings in sacrifice. For temples they built 

large stone inclosures, open to the sky; the ruins of some of these are still to be seen, the most remarkable 

being Stonehenge, on Salisbury Plain. in Wiltshire. 

“They taught their mysterious doctrines and arts in sacred groves; and from the peculiar veneration 

with which they regarded the oak, some have supposed the name Druid to be a derivative from the Greek 

word drus, which signifies an oak. It is hardly to be imagined, however, that the Druids were acquainted 

with the Greek language, and a more probable origin of the name is the ancient British word deru, which 

signifies also an oak. 

“The power which the Druids wielded over the minds of the people was so great, that the Roman General, 

Suetonius Paulinus, believed there could he very little hope of thoroughly subduing Britain while it 

possessed a priesthood so influential. He therefore resolved to seize upon the little island of Mona, now 

called Anglesea, which was the principal seat of the Druids, and having successfully attacked it he put to 

death every priest he could find.” 
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Having thus gained a knowledge of the natives and their customs, it is not altogether imaginary to 

portray the village of Snodland in those days as a broad plain of principally pasture land, with towering 

elms and other trees, and dotted here and there with these rudely-fashioned huts, wherein the inhabitants 

and their families lived; but nothing has been committed to the sacred page of history to authenticate our 

assertion. 

SNODLAND AS A ROMAN STATION. 

It is believed by many writers that Holborough, at the northern extremity of the village, was once a 

military station in the time of the Romans, and was connected by a bridge or subway to Scarborough, on 

the opposite side of the river. It seems almost certain that these Roman invaders frequented Holborough, 

as on the hills rising to the west of this hamlet, Roman coins and other antiquities have, at various times 

been found, when digging for chalk. Nor is it at all unlikely that “Bur” or “Bury Hill,” close by, formed at 

one time, a burying place or cemetery for a contingent of Caesar’s army, for in the reign of Queen 

Elizabeth, a Roman urn filled with ashes was found; and within memory, a stone coffin containing the 

skeleton of a supposed Roman soldier, was also found, besides skull and other human bones, and portions 

of broken war weapons, which clearly indicate that the place had been frequented by that people. 

The late Rev H., D. Phelps, M.A. (formerly a rector), in his ‘own. private notes’, on the parish of 

Snodland, writes as follows: “Evidently it was a Roman station, as many traces of this have been found, 

especially in the bricks used in building the Parish Church. One of their reads run in a line from the hills 

to the river, where they crossed, and where the road is again found pointing directly up from the river. The 

names of the places correspond, one side being called Holborough, and the opposite Scarborough.” 

In the “History of Kent” the following paragraph appears which also points to the village being formerly 

inhabited by the Romans:- In the northern part of this parish is the hamlet of Holborough (no doubt for 

Old Borough); a name implying the antiquity of the place. It is believed that this hamlet was formerly the 

seat of a Roman station, as that people had a bridge over the Medway to ‘Scarborough, and Roman 

antiquities have from time to time been found in the chalk pits and other places.” 

SNODLAND DURING THE SAXON PERIOD. 

Nothing more is recorded of the village of Snodland until the time of Egbert, who was King of Kent, 

and subsequently first King of all England (between the years 827 and 837), whose beautiful queen, 

Bertha, embraced the Christian faith at the instigation of St. Augustine, and through whose exertions 

churches were afterwards erected at Canterbury and Rochester. Nor was that all that King Egbert done to 

further the Christian cause, for he freely gave up his palace at Reculver (Kent) as a home for that great 

Saint, who had done so much to elevate the Anglo-British race. To show how this Monarch appreciated 

the usefulness of the newly founded Church, we extract the following paragraphs from an authoritative 

work:- King Egbert gave to Boermod, Bishop of Rochester, four plough lands at Snodesland and 

Holborow, with the privilege of leaving them to whom he might think fit; and he further granted that 

these lands should be free from all regal service, to which he added one mill on the stream Holanbe-

orgesbourne; and on the hill belonging to the King. fifty loads of wood, as well as four denberies in the 

Weald. 

“In 841, Ethulwulf, King of the West Saxons, also gave two plough lands at Holborow to the same 

Bishop, with a like privilege, and that they should be free from all regal service. Holborow Mill, after 

many restorations, was again rebuilt in the year 1323. This Mill was entirely rebuilt a few years ago, by 

Col. W. H. Roberts. 

Although nothing further is definitely known of the village in Saxon times, yet it is not at all improbable 

that the Britons and their Saxon invaders had often had skirmishes in and around this village, as history 

hands down to us the fact that these peoples fought their first battle in the neighbouring village of 

Aylesford, in the year 455, and in which, it is said, the Britons were victorious. 

SNODLAND IN THE CONQUEROR’S REIGN. 

At the time of taking the survey of Doomsday, in 1080, it was discovered that Snodland was a member 

of Halling Manor, and should have contributed to the ninth tier of Rochester Bridge. At that time it had 

197 acres of land, valued at fourpence per acre There were also 14 acres of meadowland; six of pasture, 

which were, salt, and three lately made fresh, at eightpence per acre; and the mill at twenty shillings per 

annum. It was entered in that volume under, the title of the Bishop of Rochester’s lands, thus:- “The same 

(Bishop of Rochester) holds Esnoiland. In the time of Edward the Confessor it was taxed at six shillings, 

now at three shillings. The arable land is six carucates. In demense there are six carucates, with six 

borderings having five carucates. There is a church, and five servants, and three mills of forty shillings 
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and thirty acres of meadow woodland for the pannage of four hogs. In the time of Edward and afterwards 

it was worth £6, and now £9.” 

There is no doubt then, that Snodland had, previous to the reign of this tyrannical Sovereign, assumed 

something of the shape of an inhabited village; and from the Church, no doubt, might later on be heard 

that mournful sound of the curfew-bell, which was rung in every parish in the kingdom, at eight o’clock 

at night, to remind the inhabitants that all lights and fires were to be extinguished at that hour under a 

grievous penalty for non-compliance. 

Among other villages where this old custom is still kept up, as a relic of the past, is Hawkhurst (Kent), 

where the curfew bell can always be heard at the appointed hour, eight o’clock. 

SNODLAND DURING THE PRESENT CENTURY. 

The soil principally consists of loam and chalk. Many years ago, before the piercing whistle of the 

locomotive was heard in the neighbourhood, there were various brick-making firms in the parish which, 

about that time presented a rather poor appearance, for only here and there it was dotted with brick and 

thatched or weather-boarded and tiled cottages. To give a more distinct idea of its former aspect, we here 

describe some of the objects most observable in the survey of the place at that time. 

The Holborough Road, leading through the village from north to south, we understand, was then 

overhung with lofty elms and other gigantic trees, while the road itself was non-metallic, in which case 

vehicles would often, during wet seasons, sink into the mire up to their axles. In a field on the site of a 

row of cottages now known as Jessamine Cottages, there formerly stood a windmill which, within 

memory, was removed to make room for modem improvements. On either side of the road there appears 

to have been nothing but the green fields, the site on which now stands the Institute, being an orchard; and 

close by was the farmyard, and the old farm-house covered with ivy, lying back from the road was, no 

doubt, of ancient origin. A little further on we come to the old “Bull” Inn, standing out in the road, which 

was a quaint and romantic piece of architecture, and which has since been demolished to make room for 

the present hotel bearing that name. On the opposite side of the road stands a shop that formerly served as 

the village post office; and close by could be observed the little weather-boarded house, wherein lived the 

person who exacted the tolls of the turn pike gate; beyond which, towards Malling, was nothing but fields 

and hop-grounds. About two hundred yards from the toll-gate, in that direction, a former police officer, 

Israel May, met his death at the hands of a man named Thomas Atkins, on Sunday morning, August 24th, 

1873, who paid the penalty of manslaughter by twenty years penal servitude. There is a stone now 

standing near the spot as a memorial of the event; a suitable monument, erected by voluntary 

subscriptions, marking the grave of the unfortunate man, in the churchyard. Down the High Street, was 

the old house of Mr. James Baker, and close by were a few very old cottages. The basket-maker’s shop, 

on the other side of the street, adjoined another old brick and plaster house, with thatched roof and close 

by used to be the farm-house and buildings, in front of which was a large mulberry tree. The old forge 

(for many years carried on by Mr. Tong), annexed to two old-fashioned houses, are still in existence. 

The “Red Lion” Inn, the old stone cross and tree, and “Veles” house marked the top of Brook Street, 

below which, towards the Brook, stood two or three old thatched houses, one of which was for many 

years in the occupation of the late Mr. Wray. The village school, and the house for many years occupied 

by Mr. James Grant, were in close proximity to “Veles.” Nearly opposite to the “Red Lion,” in High 

Street, were two or three old thatched cottages; just below which, on the site of the “Queen’s Head” 

Hotel, were the old workhouses; May Street, at that time, being one broad expanse of meadowland, in 

which used to be held the village fair, besides doing duty as the parish cricket ground. 

The paper mill, of which we shall speak later on; and the ferry, were both of ancient origin. 

At Holborough, the flour mill formed the most conspicuous feature in the hamlet, and was, as we have 

already quoted, originally of great age. Close by this ancient structure, and round the back of Holborough 

Court, formerly run the high road, which eventually joined the Strood Road near to the meadow which 

was afterwards known as Holborough Park. Near to the mill was an old house which, undoubtedly, had at 

one time served the purposes of a better residence than the mere tenements into which it has of late years 

been converted. Adjoining were a couple of shops which were added later on. The water springs, by 

whose force the working gear of the old mill were kept in motion, were too powerful for the demand of 

power they were called upon to perform, and hence their silvery waters fell over a waterfall, which 

formed an exceedingly pretty sight. Many years ago, there was a project to supply Strood and Rochester 

with water from these springs, but after a great deal of labour in that direction, the work, for some reason, 

was abandoned. Within a few yards of the mill were some farm buildings, adjacent to which was a large 

old thatched house, for many years occupied by the late Mr. Thomas Peters; and about fifty yards south-
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east of this were three weather-boarded cottages, in front of which were well-kept gardens. Close by 

stood the forge and oast-house, both of which are now used for the business of a house furnisher. An old 

general shop, for a great number of years kept by the late Mr. Richard Peters, with cow-sheds and orchard 

adjoining, were also in existence; the shop still remains. A few yards below was the farmyard for several 

years owned by the late Mr. George Pierson, of “The Cedars.” 

Within recent years it was thought advisable to discontinue the old road from Holborough to Strood, as 

previously described, and hence the making of the New Road, on either side of which trees have been 

planted; and which is in direct line with the Strood Road, which it joins, as before. Quite recently the old 

road which led to Upper Hallng, has also been closed, and another one from Holborough to that place 

substituted. 

The area of the village of Snodland is 2,006 acres. In order to trace the increase in the population, we 

extract the following from the “History of Kent”: “In the census of the population taken in 1821, 

Snodland was entered as united to Paddlesworth, and in the then two parishes there were 59 dwellings, 

and a population of 438.” Another authority says “At the beginning of the present century the population 

was only 300; in 1871 it was l,844; in 1881 it was 2,826; and in 1891 it was 3,187.” 

The village is under proper sewerage arrangements, the tanks being situate on the Brook. 

The Mid-Kent Water Company, which has sprung into existence during the past few years, supplies 

Snodland and several of the surrounding villages with water from their works at Upper Hailing, the 

establishment of which has been a boon to the inhabitants of those villages where, in bye-gone years, pure 

water was a difficulty to procure. 

Holly Hill, situate at the north-western extremity of the village, is about 642 feet above the level of the 

sea, many fossils and rare wild flowers being found there. From the summit of this hill a fine panorama of 

the surrounding country presents itself; and on a clear day the top of the Crystal Palace is discernable. A 

tree on the top of the hill, we understand, formerly served as a landmark for sailors at sea. 

The old “Pilgrims’ Road” passes through a great part of this parish. The pilgrims who travelled to 

worship at the shrine of St. Thomas a Becket, at Canterbury, had a halting place (near to this parish) at the 

Chapel of St. Laurence, Upper Halling, better known now by the name of the “Old Chapel House,” which 

was suppressed in the reign of King Edward VI. 

The Railway Station, situate near the Church, is but a small building; and, at times, affords but little 

comfort and accommodation to the large number of passengers who travel by this railway. 

The Institute, a handsome stone building, erected by the late William Lee, Esq., was opened on 

January 9th, 1877, and contains reading and billiard rooms, library, concert rooms, and other offices. 

The first Burial Board was elected in 1893, and in the near future a Cemetery will probably be brought 

into existence. 

It is hoped before long to establish a connection with Burham by means of a bridge over the river, and 

it is understood that the Bridgewardens of Rochester have granted £12,000 conditionally, for that purpose. 

OUR VILLAGE INDUSTRIES. 

The staple trade of the village is paper-making, in which manufacture an extensive business is carried on 

by Charles Townsend Hook & Company, Limited, and now affords employment for some hundreds of 

the inhabitants. In the early part of the present century, these works, which then covered only 1½ acres of 

land) were driven by water power, as will be seen by the following extract from a work of some authority 

published about that time -“In the southern part of the parish the stream which flows from Birling 

formerly turned the machinery at the paper mill, and thence emptied itself into the river, near to  which is 

Snodland and New Hythe Common.” These works now cover an area of about 13½ acres, and possesses 

some of the finest machinery in the kingdom. Many years ago the paper mill was in the occupation of the 

late Mr. Joynson, who manufactured hand-made paper there. The building was used as a gun factory in 

the reign of King Henry VII. 

A Silk Factory, near the Brook, was started in 1866,but as it did not prove to be a paying concern, it 

was afterwards converted into a paper and printing factory. 

In the neighbourhood are also some very extensive lime and cement works, carried on by Messrs. 

William Lee, Son and Co. At the time when the late Mr. Lee first took these works they consisted only of 

two lime kilns; but during his ownership they were rapidly extended until the firm became one of the 
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most popular firms in the kingdom for the manufacture of lime and cement, and they now afford 

employment for many hundreds of workmen from Snodland and the surrounding villages. 

 

THE STONE CROSS 

now standing in the Churchyard, originally stood at the top of Brook Street, between the “Red Lion” 

public house and “Veles.” For several years nothing remained but the stone steps, on which an horse-

chestnut tree had been planted. Many years ago, the late Rev. Henry Dampier Phelps (rector) removed the 

steps to the Churchyard, and placed a massive modern cross upon it. 

No doubt the cross, originally constructed, was meant to denote the site of an ancient market-place, as 

in bye-gone centuries market and fairs were held, the profits of which were devoted to the revenues of the 

established Church. These markets and fairs, we find, were held in some villages even as early as the 

thirteenth century and in some cases were granted to poor churches by the Sovereign as a mark of royal 

favour. 

Near the Cross in the churchyard, the late Rev. H. D. Phelps was interred, his grave being marked by a 

small stone lying flat upon the ground, and marked “H.D.P.” 

THE RECTORS OF SNODLAND. 

As we have already quoted from the Doomsday survey taken in 1080, Snodland, otherwise Esnoiland, 

appears to have had a Church; but we have been unable to get the names of the rectors of an earlier period 

than the subjoined list, which is in the hands of the present rector The dates refer to the years when they 

took the benefice. 

Wynard de Hryland 1295 

John de Heryngtone. 1338 

William de Middletone 1346 

Bartholomew Waryn 1401 

Roger de Cherche 1402 

Thomas Dalby (obt.) 1472 

John Swone 1585 

Rembron Griffin 1600 

Maurice Edwardes 1608 

William Williams (obt.) 1624 

William Medhurst, S.T.P. 1630 

Thomas Carraway 1638 

Luke Proctor 1667 

John Thomas 1673 

John Walwyn 1681 

Thomas Washer 1713 

Lewis Hughes, A.M. 1748 

Thomas Barnard, A.M. 1793 

George Robson, A.M. 1800 

Henry Dampier Phelps, A.M. 1804 

Canon James Gaspard le Marchant Carey, A.M. 1865 

John George Bingley, A.M. 1874 

THE PARISH CHURCH. 

The Parish Church, dedicated to All Saints, is constructed chiefly in the Norman style of architecture, and 

is situate on an undulating country, close to the river. It has a square embattled tower at the west end, 

containing a clock, and five bells which are rung by a mechanical process. The sacred edifice is 

constructed of Kentish rag stone and flints, some parts of which show traces of the Early English and 

Perpendicular styles; and contains a chancel, nave, and aisles, and west porch (now disused). The lower 

stage of the tower, on the south side, now forms the main entrance, the porch of which, years ago, served 

the purpose of a belfry. An arcade, of four pointed arches on circular pillars divides the nave and aisles. 

On the south side of the chancel is a piscina niche, and there is also a piscina in the south aisle. The 

communion table, finely carved, is Jacobean. The interior of the building was thoroughly renovated and 

restored in the years 1868-9, and paved with red and black diamond shaped tiles. Thegallery at the west 

end was removed, and a beautifully carved oak pulpit on a stone pedestal superseded the old wooden one. 

A new vestry and organ chamber, with a fine-toned organ, has also been added; and, within recent years, 
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the tower has been strengthened and repaired and the interior re-seated. On one of the pillars in the nave 

is an incised mural group of the “Crucifixion”, which was discovered some years ago, probably at the 

restoration. The registers date from the year 1559. The living is a rectory, in the gift of the Lord Bishop of 

Rochester. 

The late Rev. H. D. Phelps, in his notes on the parish of Snodland, wrote :- ‘The Parish Church. which 

is dedicated to All Saints, is an ancient building, probably of the 13th or 14th century, built with flint and 

a great many Roman bricks, with lofty square tower regularly built and strongly embattled, having the 

little turret in one corner, so peculiarly characteristic in the Kentish churches. It also contains a clock and 

five bells. The Medway bounds the churchyard on the east side. Many years ago all the windows in the 

Church were painted complete, one whole figure in each division, i.e., two figures in each window, the 

whole of which were taken out and filled with common glass. This act of vandalism was committed under 

the pretence of making the Church lighter; had the glass been preserved it would have been worth many 

hundred pounds. Only one of the windows remain, the well-known Palmer window. At the same time the 

old screen was taken down, and much injury done to the church yard. 

The Church is rich in stained glass windows, some of which may be described as of choice design and 

colouring, and fully bear out the various subjects appropriated to them. 

The east window represents full length portraits of the martyrs, Anna Askew, Thomas Cranmer, Hugh 

Latimer, and Nicholas Ridley, with the dates of their respective deaths, and bears the following 

inscription:- “In commemoration of four steadfast witnesses to the truth of the Protestant faith, this 

window, showing the dates of their respective martyrdoms, was given by Henry Dampier Phelps, M.A., 

rector of this parish; died July 30th, 1865, aged 88.” On either side of the chancel are several small 

windows of exquisite beauty. 

At the east end of the north aisle is a pretty window, containing two full length portraits. It is supposed 

to have been erected to the memory of the illustrious Palmer family, who formerly owned the Court 

Lodge, in this parish. 

Close by is another window, illustrative of the “Resurrection and Ascension,” and woven in the design 

are the words, “God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on 

Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Underneath is the following inscription -“This window 

was placed by his bereaved wife, to the endeared memory of Captain W. H. Roberts, R.E. A most 

affectionate and beloved husband; A.D. 1840.” Another handsome window in this aisle, is the one erected 

to the memory of the late Very Rev. Archdeacon Carey, by those to whom he had endeared himself 

during the eight years he was rector of Snodland, and by whom his faithful ministry will be remembered 

with deep gratitude. The window has two lights—one half illustrating the crucifixion of our Saviour, with 

the words “it is finished” underneath; while the other half represents Jesus conversing with Mary after He 

had risen from the dead, and bears the appropriate text, “I am the resurrection and the life.” The window 

is the work of Messrs. Heaton & Butler, and is perfect in taste, and in richness of subdued colouring. The 

following is the inscription: “In loving memory of the Rev. J. G. le Marchant Carey, M.A., for eight years 

rector of this parish, obt. March 17, 1885.” 

Close to the latter one, is a window given to the Church by the Misses Mary Ann Poynder, Isabella 

Rebecca Poynder, Sarah Matilda Poynder, and Frances Anna Poynder, who are also credited with the 

presentation of the first church clock. 

At the west end of the Church are three windows of smaller dimensions, but very pretty the names of 

the donors of these are unknown. 

In the south aisle is a window containing two full length portraits, the donor of which is also unknown. 

Close by is a window of exquisite beauty, erected to the memory of the Widow of the late Captain W. 

H. Roberts, R.E., bearing the annexed inscription on a fine brass plate:- “This window is placed in 

memory of Ann Roberts, who died May 18, 1881.” The lights are divided into six panels, illustrative of 

the following words, which are woven in the various designs “I was hungered, and ye gave Me meat: I 

was thirsty, and ye gave Me drink I was a stranger, and ye took Me in: I was naked, and ye clothed Me: I 

was sick, and ye visited Me: I was in prison, and ye came unto Me.” 

The Church contains several memorial tablets, and the remains of many ancient families repose 

beneath its roof. 

At the east end of the north aisle is a tablet to Martha, the eldest daughter of John Baynard, married to 

R. Manley of Holloway Court, who died the 29th March, 1682, aged 58 years; and close by is another 
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tablet to the memory of Samuel Lee, Esq., who died 15th August, 1852, aged 26 years. On the wall of the 

south aisle is a large tablet to Lieutenant Thomas Fletcher Waghorn, RN., who departed this life, January 

7th”, 1850, aged 49; and also Harriet, his widow, who died January 19th, 1856, aged 54. 

There are not many memorial brasses in the Church at the present time but it is believed that more of 

them, at one time, graced the interior of this sacred building. 

In the north aisle is a brass plate bearing the following inscription “I † M. William Lee, of Holboro’ 

Court, J.P. and D.L. for the County, for 17 years M.P. for Maidstone, died September 29th, 1881, aged 

80; also Christiana, his wife, died December 14th, 1871, aged 70. This brass is placed in loving 

remembrance by their only surviving child, Sarah Smith, ‘The’ Gleanings,’ Rochester, and her eldest son, 

Samuel Lee Smith, Larkfield.” 

On the pavement of the south aisle is embedded a most magnificent brass, and in the chancel are two 

others, but to whose memory they were erected we are unable to say The figures are all in a standing 

position, with their hands clasped across their breasts as if in prayer, and underneath are Latin 

inscriptions, which are almost indecipherable. The head of one of these figures has long since been worn 

away. Perhaps some light may be thrown upon them by quoting from “The Churches of Kent,” which was 

published by the Rev. Arthur Hussey, M.A., in 1852, where they are described thus: “Snodland 

Brasses.—John ‘filius Lancastrie heraldi,’ 1441; Thomas Dalby, rector, 1472; Roger Perot, 1486; Edward 

Bischoptre and wife, 1487.-(’Reg. Roff.’)’ 

Within the chancel lies the remains of the Rev. Thomas Dalby, who died October 6th, 1472, also the 

Rev. John Walwyn, who died January 8th. 1712, both of whom were rectors of this parish for many years. 

Within the Parish Church also lies the mortal remains of many of the Palmer family, who formerly 

owned the Court Lodge, in this parish, and one, Thomas Palmer, who died in 1407, had a very curious 

poetical epitaph on his tomb, which is now obliterated, and which Weever seems to have recited thus 

“Palmers al our faders were, 

I, a Palmer livyd here, 

And travylled till worne with age, 

I endyd this world’s pylgramage; 

On the blyst Assention Day, 

In the cherful month of May, 

A thowsand wyth fowre hundryd seven, 

And took my journey hense to heven.” 

The Leeds’ family, who next owned the Court Lodge, had a vault in the Church, upon the lid of which 

was his arms engraved on brass, but has long since been torn away, during the renovation of the interior 

of the building. 

Several of the Tilghman’s family, who occupied Holloway Court in the time of King Edward III., also 

lie buried in the Church. 

After the restoration of the Church, through the exertions of the Rev. Canon Carey (rector), the 

Churchyard was considerably enlarged and beautified, gravel walks laid down, and shrubs and flowers 

planted, around which a stone wall was then erected. This noble work, so fully appreciated by the 

inhabitants, will ever serve to perpetuate the memory of one who had endeared himself the villagers, not 

only in making the Church and its surroundings a credit to the place, but also for the increased 

accommodation afforded to the rising generation in the way of education, he having been the instrumental 

means whereby the present National Schools were erected. 

It might be noted that previous to this alteration in the Churchyard, sheep could be seen grazing there, 

and often those “precious mounds,” so dear to the survivors of the departed, could be observed, in many 

ways, ruthlessly destroyed. 

The Very Rev. Archdeacon J. G. Le M. Carey. formerly Canon of Rochester, and late rector of this 

parish, died at Boreham Vicarage, near Chelmsford, Essex, March 17, 1885, and a memorial service was 

held in the Parish Church. 

on March 27th, which was well attended. 

HOLBOBOUGH MISSION CHURCH. 

An iron Mission Church, which is in connection with the Parish Church, was erected at Holborough a few 

years ago by Cal W. H. Roberts. The structure is in memory of the late William Lee, Esq.; and it is hoped, 
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at some future date, that the present edifice will give place to a more substantial building as a memento of 

that gentleman whose name is still remembered in the neighbourhood. 

 

THE NEW CHURCH. 

The New Church, situate in the High Street, is dedicated to St. John the Evangelist. It is in connection 

with the Swedenborgian denomination and was consecrated June 27th, 1882. The Church is a cruciform 

structure of Kentish rag stone, with Bath stone quoins and dressings, in the Early English style, and 

contains several stained glass windows, carved reredos and pulpit and fine carved tablets to various 

members of the well-known Hook family. The cost of the building, which amounted to over £5,000, was 

entirely defrayed by the Misses Hook. The sacred edifice has nave and chancel, which are prettily and 

appropriately decorated, with a square embattled tower at the west end, containing one bell. It has been 

pronounced by many to be one of the prettiest churches in the county, and certainly ranks amongst the 

finest “houses of prayer” in that denomination, to whose faith it has been dedicated. 

The surrounding grounds are laid out so tastefully, that they give a very picturesque appearance. 

THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

This Church. situate in High Street, is a modern Gothic structure, constructed of stock bricks, with Bath 

stone facings, and lead-light windows, and contains a gallery, organ, and rostrum. In conjunction with the 

Church, at the back of the building, is a vestry, kitchen, and other necessary offices, and above these there 

is a large room in which a Sunday School is held. The memorial stone was laid by F. Vincent, Esq., 

Mayor of Rochester, on August 1st, 1888, and the building was publicly opened with an able address, by 

Mr. Spurgeon, Jun., of London, on the 28th of November in the same year. 

The congregation of this Church formerly worshipped at Providence Chapel, on the Holborough Road (in 

close proximity to the British Schools), which was a neat little building, and dated back to the year 1855; 

but the growing needs of the ever increasing population for school accommodation rendered it necessary 

that something should be done to give the increased demand for education, and ultimately the Misses 

Hook, of “Veles,” the owners and managers of the British Schools, offered 1,000 guineas for the little 

Chapel. which was accepted by the congregation;, and hence the acquirement of their present 

commodious premises, as above described, while the Chapel was added an infant department to the 

adjoining schools, and thereby obviated the necessity of a School Board. 

THE PRIMITIVE METHODIST CHURCH. 

is a neat structure, on the Malling Road, and was one of the first buildings erected on the old Bull Fields. 

The memorial stone was laid by an ex-Mayor of Rochester, in the year 1872. 

THE BAPTIST DENOMINATION, 

which has now been in existence in the village for several years, have no building of their own; but 

through the liberality of Col. W. H. Roberts they are afforded the use of the Concert Room of the 

Institute, in which to hold their services. 

CHRIST CHURCH (BIRLING) 

The rapid growth of the population on the southern side of the village, adjoining the more remote part 

of the parish of Birling, has induced the vicar and other influential persons of the latter village to increase 

the spiritual needs of that district, and, as a result, a pretty little Church, built of Kentish rag stone, with 

Bath stone dressings and facings, in the Gothic style, was erected by voluntary contributions, at St. 

Catherine’s Bank, Birling, the ground on which it stands having been given by the Rev. Canon Colson. 

The sacred edifice, which contains a nave and chancel, was consecrated and opened to the public by the 

Lord Bishop of Dover, on Wednesday, October 10th, 1893. A suitable tower will probably be added to 

the building as soon as the necessary funds are procured. 

This Church, in a great measure, augments the church accommodation of the more populous village of 

Snodland, besides serving as a chapel-of-ease to the mother Church of Birling, within whose boundary it 

is situate. 

The grounds surrounding the building will, we hear, be tastefully laid out when the debt on the Church 

has been extinguished, and funds are available for that purpose, which work, it is hoped, will ere long be 

accomplished. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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THE OLD NATIONAL SCHOOLS. 

The old National Schools, which for upwards of sixty years had served the educational needs of the 

village, must not be omitted in this little work, as no doubt it was the foundation of our present school 

system in the parish. Many persons believe that this was the original school erected by the late Mr. John 

May, of Holborough. It was a long and narrow red brick building with tiled roof, being well-lighted with 

three or four large square windows on either side. It contained two large rooms, porch, and a house for the 

master, and stood nearer the street than the present fabric on the site now devoted to the boys’ 

playground. In the front were well-kept palings, painted white, and at the back was an extensive 

playground for the boys and girls. In the very large wash-house, at the back of the master’s house, could 

be seen some fine old beams of timber, and from one of these Mr Higgins, a former master, hung himself, 

and strange to say, his nephew who came to the funeral, shot himself in Church Fields, near the railway 

arch. One incident in connection with these Schools will ever be remembered by many of the inhabitants 

who were former scholars, and might be regarded as the beginning of treats to the school children. Prior 

to leaving the parish, the Rev. B. P. Thompson, who was curate during the rectorship of the Rev. H. D. 

Phelps, regaled the children of these Schools with a trip, by special train, to the Crystal Palace, which was 

much appreciated by all. On the evening previous to this excursion could be seen large numbers of 

children with happy faces, wending their way to “The Lodge,” the residence of that gentleman, where 

each child was served with a fair quantity of bread and beef and other eatables for the following day. The 

excessive heat of that 5th of June, 1865, proved to be very oppressive to the party, but, nevertheless, they 

viewed all the principal sights of that favourite pleasure resort, returning home tired out, but with 

recollections of the trip that will not easily be eradicated from the minds of those who took part in the 

day’s proceedings. 

THE NEW NATIONAL SCHOOLS. 

This fine pile of buildings, is erected in the Gothic style, with stock bricks and Bath stone dressings, 

the memorial stone of which was laid by the late Mrs. Ann Roberts, of Holborough Court, in the year 

1867. The stone bears the following inscription, which is now almost obliterated 

+ 

GLORY TO GOD 

AUGUST 14TH, 1867. 

The Schools have since, at various times, been enlarged and improved, and accommodation is 

provided for boys, girls and infants, with an house for the master. They have a good staff of teachers, and 

are under excellent sanitary arrangements. 

The memorial stone laying formed a red letter day in the annals of Snodland’s history, the village being 

en fete upon the occasion. There was a treat given to the children, in the Rectory Meadow, upon rather a 

large scale; and the many parents who turned out to witness the proceedings had evidently determined to 

spend a happy day, for large numbers of them could be seen watching, with pleasure, the innumerable 

enjoyments of the children, while the day’s pleasures were still further enlivened by the strains of the 

Birling Band. Conspicuous among those who had resolved to make the occasion one long to he 

remembered by the villagers, and who so willingly contributed to the needs of the little ones, not only by 

supplying the necessary funds, but also by waiting on them at their festive board, were such well-known 

persons as the late William Lee, Esq., Mrs. Ann Roberts, the Rev. Canon and Mrs. Carey, and other 

notable personages in the district. It is needless to say that these festivities, which terminated late in the 

evening, ranked among the best ever accorded to the school children of Snodland. 

The opening of the Schools, a few months later, was inaugurated more quietly; and since then, as 

already said, they have been considerably enlarged, and, at the time of writing, is being still further 

enlarged and improved. This addition, when complete, will form a pile of buildings of which the inhabi-

tants should feel proud. 

The National Schools are in connection with the Parish Church. and is under a board of management 

of which the Rector is chairman. There is an endowment of about £50 per annum derived from lands left 

by Mr. John May, in the year 1800, beyond which they are supported by voluntary contributions and the 

Government grant. They were brought under the Free Education Act of 1892, when that measure became 

law, and is capable of accommodating 420 children. 

THE BRITISH SCHOOLS. 

These popular Schools, which have often been pronounced by Government Inspectors and other notable 

personages as standing in highest estimation in the county, is a fine large block of buildings, situate on the 
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Holborough Road, having, as it were, a complete history of their own They are un-sectarian in principle, 

and are supported entirely by the Misses Hook and the Government grant. There is accommodation for 

boys, girls and infants, to the number of 600, with house for the master. The whole of the buildings are in 

a thorough state of sanitation, the comfort of the children being a characteristic consideration on the part 

of the School Managers. In September, 1892, when the Free Education Act came into operation, this 

institution was immediately put under its provisions. The staff of teachers is of a superior type. 

The Schools were founded under somewhat peculiar circumstances. A few of the members of the 

Congregational Chapel wished for a School of their own to which their children might go, and thus be 

free from that class of religious instruction usually taught in Church Schools. Their desire was soon 

carried into effect, for in the vestry of the Congregational Chapel the Nonconformists started a small 

School, under the charge of Miss George. Afterwards it was fortunate when there was a great increase in 

the child population of Snodland, and a corresponding necessity for another School beside the National, 

that the late Mr. Thomas Bateman was able to prevail upon his friend, the late Mr. Joynson, of St. Mary 

Cray, to build these Schools (in 1857). At a meeting, the latter gentleman presented them to the people of 

Snodland, but unfortunately did not place them in the hands of a legal trust, or form a committee of 

management. The inhabitants, as a recognition of the gift, presented Mr. Joynson with a Bible, as a token 

of their thankfulness for his benevolence. 

For a lengthened period the working of the Schools appears to have been unsatisfactory, and 

ultimately a disagreement arose with some of the persons concerned, which led Mr. Joynson to have the 

school materials put up for sale in one lot, to be cleared away in a short time; and the house and ground in 

another lot. The school materials were bought by the late Mr. Charles Townsend Hook, who asked several 

of the leading Nonconformists what was best to be done about the school-house and ground, which had 

been bought by Mr. Collier, of Greenhithe. In the end, the two gentlemen arranged matters, Mr. Hook 

purchasing the house and ground from Mr. Collier, who gave a donation for the benefit of the Schools. 

Under the new management the Schools soon began to improve, for they have been worked up from 

the lowest ebb of inefficiency to almost a perfection in education. 

One of the acts of benevolence accorded by Mr. Hook to parents who had children attending the 

British Schools, is worthy to be noticed here. Our informant, speaking of the occurrence remarked, that 

previous to the death of that gentleman, after a long and trying winter, the parents were requested to meet 

Mr. Hook at the Schools, when he commented on the severity of the weather experienced during that 

winter, and knowing full well the struggle which the parents had to pay the school pence during that time, 

he desired to refund to them whatever school fees they had paid during that period, which act of 

benevolence was accordingly carried into effect. 

After the death of Mr. Charles Townsend Hook, his sisters, the Misses Hook, took over the Schools, 

and have since carried on this good work of educating the young with such zeal and devotion as will 

remain a lasting memento of the honoured name of Hook. 

Adjoining the Schools is the Tower, which is constructed of red and white bricks, with Bath stone 

dressings, and was erected to the memory of the late Mr. C. T. Hook. It contains four 6ft. dials, which are 

beautifully illuminated at night-time. The weight of the striking bell is 4cwt. On the south side of the 

building is a stone, which bears the following inscription 

This Clock Tower is erected in Loving Memory of 

CHARLES TOWNSEND HOOK, 

Of “Veles,” and the Paper Works, Snodland, 

by his sorrowing mother and sisters. 

Died 11th February, 1877 

Deeply loved and mourned. 

As previously referred to, there was a time within recent years, when the needs for education at these 

Schools were so great that the Managers purchased the old Providence Chapel, and after altering and 

making it suitable for such a purpose they added it to their already extensive Schools, and since then it 

has been admirably adapted to the requirements of an Infant School. 

During the year 1887 (the Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen’s Accession,) the Misses Hook not only 

contributed liberally to the fund raised for the festivities, which took the form of a feast to the aged poor 

as well as the children; but they had struck, by a Maid stone firm, at their own expense, and from their 

own design, a number of very pretty little silver brooches, one of which they presented to each mother 

who had children attending the Schools, as a commemoration of the event. The parents, thus stimulated, 
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in order to show their appreciation of the gift, decided to return a similar compliment, and hence the 

presentation of an Illuminated Address, together with a list of the subscribers (both of which were 

beautifully framed) were presented to those ladies at a public meeting, which was interspersed with 

singing and speechmaking. It may not be out of place here to publish the text of the Address, which was 

as follows 

PRESENTED To Miss HOOK, Miss M. M. HOOK, 
AND Miss A. D. HOOK, 

of “VELES,” 

MANAGERS OF THE BRITISH SCHOOLS, SNODLAND, KENT  

“Dear Ladies; 

“As parents of the Children now attending, and of those who formerly attended, the above Schools, we 

desire to express our sincere appreciation of the generous support and able management these Schools 

have received during the past fifteen years from your much lamented brother, the late CHARLES 

TOWNSEND HOOK, ESQ., and yourselves. 

“You have, by your continuous devotion to the best interest of the Schools, with their rapidly 

increasing requirements as to Accommodation, Teaching Staff, and Annual Government Examinations, 

placed within the reach of our Children the invaluable advantages of a sound Elementary Education, such 

as shall well equip them for their future career. 

“It is chiefly due to your liberal provision that the Schools have long maintained such a state of 

efficiency, as to rank them among the best of their kind, not only in this county, but in the country at 

large, also. 

“We therefore feel we owe you more than we can express, on account of our Children, who also receive 

from you, year by year, various inducements to regular attendance and diligence in the form of handsome 

Rewards, and the usual Summer Fete. 

“It is our most earnest desire that the Scholars may, by their future lives, prove worthy of all your 

unremitting kind efforts on their behalf. 

“As Parents, it is only our duty to see to the regular orderly appearance of our Children at School, but on a 

recent occasion you were pleased to recognise our efforts. by presenting each Mother with an elegant 

souvenir of the Jubilee of Her Majesty the Queen’s Accession. 

“It was an unexpected pleasure to receive the gift, which will ever be regarded as an abiding treasure by 

each gratified recipient. 

“We trust you may be pleased to accept this Address as a simple expression of our gratitude for all 

your kindness to us and ours, as also of our sincere esteem for yourselves. 

“With an earnest prayer that God may bestow upon you His choicest blessings here and hereafter, we beg 

most respectfully to subscribe ourselves, 

“AUGUST 18TH, 1887.                    THE PARENTS.” 

THE TECHNICAL SCHOOL. 

The British Schools Manual Training Class Room, situate in high Street, is one of the first of its kind in 

Kent—there being but one other in the county—and was erected by the Misses Hook in the year 1893, as 

a means of supplying the need of technical education for the advanced scholars of the British Schools. 

The building is constructed of stock bricks, being well lighted, and thoroughly fitted with benches and 

tools for the training of boys in woodwork An able instructor is provided by these benevolent ladies to 

teach the scholars. Although no charge what ever is made for instruction, skill in drawing, the passing of 

the fourth standard, and regularity of attendance in the Schools, are the only qualifications for entering 

this Manual Training Institution. 

MANSIONS, &C. 

HOLLOWAY COURT. 

This mansion was a seat in this parish, which gave name to a family that resided there, Henry de Holweye 

having paid aid for it in the reign of Henry III. His descendant, William de Holweye, possessed it in the 

time of Edward I., from which name it passed into that of the Tilghmans, who owned it under Edward 

III., having borne for their arms, “Per fess sable and argent, a lion rampant regardant, double queued 

counter-changed, crowned,” as they were blazoned in very old glass, in the windows of this mansion. 
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Richard Tilghman possessed it in the reign of Henry IV., and in his descendants it continued down to 

Edward Tilghman, who had three sons, the eldest of whom, Whetenhall Tilghman, had part of his father’s 

lands in this parish, which continued in his descendants till 1680, when they were alienated to Sir John 

Marsham, Bart, whose descendants, the Lords Romney, afterwards possessed the same. 

HOLBOROUGH COURT. 

The old mansion under this title was a handsome building on the Rochester Road, and was formerly 

owned by the late Mr. John May. For many years it formed the seat of the late Mr. William Lee; at whose 

death it passed into the hands of his grandson, Col. W. H. Roberts, who, in 1884, pulled the building 

down, and near to the site he erected a very extensive and elaborate mansion, with concrete and red 

bricks, after the design of Hubert Bensted, Esq., and now forms the seat of F. W. Woodhouse, Esq. 

THE COURT LODGE. 

The above mansion was also formerly a seat of some note in this parish. In the early part of the fifteenth 

century it was inhabited by a family of the name of Palmer, who bore for their arms, “Argent, a chevron 

between three Palmer’s scrips, sable, tasseled and buckled, or.” One of them, Thomas Palmer, married the 

daughter of Fitzsimond, and died in 1407. From this marriage descended the Palmer’s, of Tottington, in 

Aylesford, and of Howlets, in Bekesborne, now extinct. 

The Palmer’s were succeeded here by the family of Leeds, one of whom, William Leeds, was interred in 

the Church, whose arms, “A fess, between three eagles,” were engraved in brass on his tomb, and to that 

name succeeded the Whitfield’s, of Canterbury. It afterwards passed into the line of the Crow’s, thence to 

the May’s, and ultimately became the property of Mr. John May, of Holborough. 

Mr. John May also owned the manor of Deal, otherwise “Chamberlain’s Fee,” which was for a long series 

of years vested in the Monastery of Deal, but reverted to private owners after the Reformation. The 

ancient “Wiarton House”, at Boughton Monchelsea, was also owned by that gentleman, as well as other 

property in various parts of the kingdom. 

VELES. 

Veles, otherwise Snodlands, is a manor in this parish, which, in the reign of Edward I., was held as half a 

knight’s fee, of the Bishop of Rochester by John de Pevenashe, John Harange, and Walter Lad as 

coparceners and, in the 20th year of Edward III. Richard Pevenashe, John de Milford, John Lad, and 

Richard le Veil, paid aid for the same. 

This manor seems afterwards to have been wholly vested in the family of Veel, called in old deeds, Le 

Vitele, and in Latin, Vitulus. After they became extinct, it passed into the name of the Blunt’s, and from 

that to the Turvyes, of whose heirs it was held, in the latter end of the reign of Henry VIII., by Richard 

Harvey. It then passed, after some intermediate owners, by sale to the Crow’s, and thence to Mr. John 

May, of Holborough. 

This mansion, which is situate nearly at the lower end of High Street, has, within recent years, been very 

considerably enlarged and improved by the present owners, the Misses Hook, who reside there. 

IVYMEATH. 

This is a castle-like mansion, built of stone, and is situate near the New Church, in High Street. It faces 

west, and has a massive square tower at one end. This mansion, which is almost hidden by a belt of lofty 

elms, forms the seat of T. Roberts, Esq. 

DELAMERE. 

This is a small, but pretty mansion, situate near the Railway Station. For many years it was the seat of 

the late Eustace Hook, Esq., whose name was so well known among the villagers. At his death it passed 

into the bands of his only daughter, Miss Eva Hook. 

THE LODGE. 

The Lodge, which formerly served as the seat of the illustrious Lieut. Thomas Fletcher Waghorn, R.N 

.the Pioneer of the Overland Route to India, is not without some interest. During one of the voyages of 

that gentleman, he became the possessor of a stone panel, which had served as part of a prison to a lady of 

high rank, abroad. This, Waghorn brought home, and after having had it made to hold glass, it was hung 

as a door to one of the drawing-rooms in his house. This mansion is situate at the upper end of High 

Street and is now the property of Henry Peters, Esq., of Wouldham Hall. 
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Lieut Thomas Fletcher Waghorn was, in the year 1849. the year before his death, pensioned by the 

Government with £40 a year. The action of the Government in this direction soon called forth public 

displeasure, and consequently the pension of Waghorn was increased, in twelve months, to £100. At his 

death in 1850, his widow enjoyed his pension until her death, six years later. When she died, £50 a year 

was granted to the mother of him, who had spent his life and fortune in unparalleled interest to British 

commerce. On the mother’s death in 1872, £75 a year was granted to the three sisters of Waghorn. 

THE RECTORY. 

This sacerdotal house, which has probably been the home of many a rector in bye-gone years, must 

not be forgotten here, although it is not intended to describe it as a mansion. It is a small, but pretty house, 

and is pleasantly situated in its own grounds, being approached from the High Street by a large gateway 

and an avenue of lofty elms. 

PUNISH. 

Upon the hills rising to the west of the hamlet of Holborough, is an estate, corruptly called Punish, 

having taken its name from the family of Povenesse, or Pevenashe, written by contraction Poneshe, which 

line possessed it in the reign of Henry III. Under Queen Elizabeth it was called Poynyshe, being then 

vested in the name of Brown, who held it of the Bishop of Rochester, as of his manor of Halling. 

LAD’S FARM. 

About a mile eastward from Punish, is a farm called Lads, which, in the reign of Edward I., and some 

generations afterwards, was in the possession of a family of that name, written in deeds of those times, 

Lad, and Le Lad. 

OUR CHARITIES. 

The under-mentioned Charities, with the exception of the recently constructed Almshouses, are 

enumerated on four tablets in the Parish Church. 

ALISANDER’S CHARITY. 

Mr. William Alisander, in 1469, left £2 12s. yearly, to be given in bread to poor widows, but the charity 

does not appear to have been dispensed for many years. 

GODDEN’S CHARITY. 

Mr. Edward Godden, in 1661, left land at Ive Church, Romney Marsh, to put out poor apprentices, 

lawfully born in the parishes of Snodland and Birling. 

The Charity is administered by the Churchwardens and Overseers of the two parishes. Application has 

been made to the Charity Commissioners for a new scheme, whereby the Trustees will have the 

discretionary power to increase the amount of premiums now paid. 

MAY’S CHARITY. 

Mr. John May, in 1800, founded a School for the free education of 20 poor children of the parish of 

Snodland, 10 of the parish of Birling, and 10 of the parish of Halling. It is understood that the Charity 

Commissioners have, upon the application of the Rector of Snodland and the Vicars of Birling and 

Hailing (trustees), sanctioned a new scheme, whereby the number of trustees may be reduced to nine, 

instead of twelve, as heretofore. 

Mr. John May also charged the Holborough Estate with the payment of the sum of £20 a year, to 

annually supply twenty great coats to the poor men of the parishes of Snodland, Birling and Hailing. An 

addition has been made to the funds, so that seven men are selected from each parish every year. 

HOOK’S ALMSHOUSES. 

The Almshouses, erected to the memory of the late Eustace Hook, Esq., is a pretty block of buildings, 

situate in Waghorn Road. The houses, three in number, are erected in the Gothic style, the lower portion 

of which is built of red bricks, the upper part being constructed of shingle concrete, with polished timbers 

showing through, and have bay windows, and tiled roof. The memorial stone, in front, bears the following 

inscription, which is surmounted by the arms of the Hook family. 

MEMORIAL ALMSHOUSES 

Erected in Remembrance of her dearly loved Brother, 

EUSTACE HOOK, 
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BY 

M. M. H. 

1893. 

J. WILFORD                          GEO. R. COBHAM, F.S.I., 

BUILDER, ARCHITECT, 

SNODLAND GRAVESEND. 

These dwellings are intended for three of the oldest inhabitants of the village, the endowment allowing 

each of the inmates six shillings per week, in addition to a free rental One of them is appropriated to the 

exclusive use of a member of the New Church, another being for the use of an almsperson appointed from 

the Parish Church, the third one being devoted for the benefit of a person recommended by the general 

Nonconformist body. 

They were opened on December 27th, 1893, when the first three tenants took up their quarters there. 

The erection of these Almshouses for the aged poor, is another indication of the Christian love and piety 

of that noble family, whose name will ever be remembered with feelings of deep gratitude. 

THE CHARITY COMMISSIONERS AND OUR CHARITIES 

The following account which was published by the Charity Commissioners, in 1839, may be read with 

some degree of interest it is the full text, as published in the “Charities in the County of Kent” selected 

from the voluminous Report of the Commissioners for inquiring into and concerning Charities in England 

and Wales, which began the 58th year of George III., and ended the 7th of William IV. 

“MAY’S CHARITY.—By Indenture of bargain and sale, enrolled in the Court of Chancery, bearing date 

10th October, 1800, between John May of the first part, the Hon. J. Wingfield (who has since taken the 

name of Stratford). the Rev. J. K. Shaw Brooke, the Rev. George Robson, and twelve others, since 

deceased, of the other part, the said John May bargained and sold to the parties of the second part a 

messuage and building then used as a school-house, with the lands thereto belonging, containing by 

estimation, four acres in the parish of Snodland, and several pieces of salt marsh in the said parish, 

containing twenty acres, in trust as to the first-mentioned messuage and school-house, and the lands 

thereto belonging, (to appropriate the same for a school or school-house, and for the residence of the 

schoolmaster for the time being, to be appointed as therinafter mentioned, he keeping the said premises in 

repair, as the acting Magistrates of the Division of Malling, called the Upper South Division of the Lathe 

of Aylesford, or th major part of them, should at their monthly or other meetings direct, and in trust to let 

or demise the other lands and premises to the best advantage, under the directions of the said Magistrates, 

so that no lease should be granted without their consent in writing ; that the Trustees should appoint a 

receiver, with such salary as they should think fit, and that they should pay out of the clear rents to the 

schoolmaster for the time being, the clear yearly sum of £20, as a compensation for his trouble in the 

conduct and management of the said school, subject to the conditions therein expressed; that if there 

should be any surplus, after payment of all out goings, they should apply the same in augmentation of the 

charitable purposes aforesaid, in such manner as the said Magistrates should direct, or that the same 

should be made a fund for the benefit of the said Charity; and it was declared that the said messuage, 

school-house, land, and yearly stipend, were appropriated to the said schoolmaster, on condition that he 

should teach twenty poor children of the parish of Snodland, and ten each of the parishes of Hailing and 

Birling, or such further number of the said respective parishes, in the same proportions, as the Trustees 

should from time to time appoint, in reading, writing, and arithmetic, after such manner as the Rector of 

Snodland and the Vicars of Halling and Birling for the time being, or any two of them, subject to the 

inspection and approbation of the said Magistrates, direct; that on any vacancy taking place, the 

schoolmaster should be appointed by the said Rector and Vicars, or any two of them, or in case of neglect 

or disagreement on their part, by the acting Magistrates of the said Division; that such schoolmaster 

should be subject to the visitation and control of such Magistrates, and wholly removable by them on any 

sufficient cause or just complaint at any quarterly or other meeting, and that in case of flagrant 

misconduct, any two of such Magistrates at any other time, should and might make any absolute order for 

his removal, and that the Trustees should take proper means for his expulsion. 

And the said John May further granted to the same Trustees and their heirs, a yearly rent-charge of 

£20, issuing out of a messuage or tenement called Gassons, with the lands thereto belonging, containing 

fifteen acres, in the parish of Snodland, payable every 5th January, without any deduction, on trust to 

divide the same between the Churchwardens for the time being of the said several parishes of Snodland, 

Hailing and Birling, one-third part thereof to each, or otherwise in such proportions as the Trustees should 

direct, to the intent that the respective Churchwardens should annually lay out the sums annually received 

by them in the purchase of great coats for such poor persons, being inhabitants of the said several 
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parishes, but not receiving parish relief, as the said Trustees, with the Churchwardens and Overseers of 

the said several parishes should deem the fittest objects of the said Charity, with the power of distress in 

case of non-payment, and it was provided that the acting Magistrates of the said Division should annually, 

at one of their meetings, audit the accounts, and that £2 2s. 0d. should be paid out of the surplus rents of 

the estate towards the expense of the annual meeting: 

that whenever the number of acting Trustees should be reduced to four by death, removal, or otherwise, 

the said Magistrates, at one of their meetings, should substitute out of the principal inhabitants twelve or 

more new Trustees, so as to keep up a sufficient number, the Rector and Vicars aforesaid being always to 

be considered as acting Trustees, and they were thereby accordingly appointed as such, but that no Justice 

of the Peace acting for the said Division, and not living in either of the said parishes, should be nominated 

such Trustee, such Trustees being thereby appointed visitors of the said Charity. 

“As there is now only one Trustee living in the neighbourhood, besides the Incumbents of the three 

livings, a new appointment is requisite. 

“The property devised for the support of the School consists of a good dwelling-house, with two 

schoolrooms, a barn, oast-house, and four acres of land, and a right of common for two cows, which 

premises have been occupied, rent free, by the schoolmaster for the time being. 

“Also twenty acres of salt marsh, let to Edward and Stephen Monckton, at a fair yearly rent of £20. 

This property is, however, subject to the payment of a rent-charge of £1 per annum to the poor of East 

Malling; but the payment is in arrear for two or three years. 

“The rents have been received by Thos. Poinder, jun., Esq., who has lately acted as receiver without any 

salary, and though he has laid out a considerable sum on the repairs of the schoolhouse, has paid the 

whole rent of the salt marshes to the schoolmaster. 

‘The late schoolmaster died in February, 1836, and it has been thought advisable to take this opportunity 

of putting the schoolhouse in complete repair, the expense of which is estimated at £54, by pulling down 

some of the out-buildings, which seem to be of little or no use, and selling the materials, this expense may 

be reduced, but the propriety of adopting this plan seems to be a fit subject for the consideration of the 

Visitors. 

“A schoolmaster has been appointed by the Rector of Snodland and the Vicar of Haling, on an 

understanding that he is to receive no emoluments other than the occupation of, the school premises and 

what he may obtain by admitting pay scholars, in addition to those who are to be taught free on the 

foundation, until the expenses of the repairs were defrayed. 

“The late master taught twenty children of Snodland, ten of Halling’, and ten of Birling, appointed by the 

respective Incumbents, in reading, writing, and arithmetic; he has also some pay scholars. 

‘The yearly sum of £20, given for clothing, is paid by Messrs. Poynder & Hopson, as charged on a farm 

in the parish, called Gassons. 

“The amount is laid out in the purchase of great coats, and in each parish six great coats are purchased 

and given to poor labourers.” 

“GODDEN’S CHARITY—By an Inquisition, taken under a Commission of Charitable Uses, 11th April, 

1670, it was found that Edward Godden, alias Godwyn, citizen of London, by his Will, bearing date 8th 

February, in the 14th year of Charles II., devised twenty acres, in lye Church, to Brett Netter, and his 

heirs, to the intent that they should pay yearly, to the Church-wardens and Overseers of the parish of 

Snodland £l0 on trust, with £5 thereof to put forth one poor child, male or female, apprentice to  some 

honest trade or calling and to give to one other poor child, born in the said parish that should be already 

put out apprentice by the said parish, as such poor child should come out of his time the remaining £5, 

towards setting up his trade or calling; and that they should pay £10 yearly to the Church-wardens and 

Overseers of the parish of Birling, to be employed by them in like manner and by the decree of the 

Commissioners, confirmed in the Court of Chancery, 9th April, in the 20th year of Charles II., it was 

ordered that the annuity of £20 should be paid to the respective Churchwardens and Overseers every 

Whit-Monday, by the said Brett Netter, and his heirs. 

The parish officers of Snodland and Birling have been for many years in possession of the estate, 

originally charged with the payment of this yearly sum of £20. It consists of twenty acres in Romney 

Marsh, and is let from time to time, by the Churchwardens of the two parishes. It is held by Joseph Prior, 

of Mersham, at a good yearly rent of £40. 
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The income is applied, one moiety in each parish, in binding out poor boys apprentices, with fees of £10; 

and £5 is given the apprentice when he has served his time out. 

Some question has been made whether the parish officers are bound to pay this sum of £5 with every 

apprentice that has been bound out from this Charity, whether his conduct has been good or bad. It does 

not, however, appear compulsory, as under the terms of the Will, any apprentice put out by the parish, 

provided he be born in it, may be appointed to receive this donation. 

The applications in both parishes are sufficient to exhaust the income. Hitherto the practice has been to 

have the indentures stamped, an expense which the parish officers are apprized is unnecessary.” 

“ALISANDER’S GIFT. Nothing is known of a yearly sum of £2 12s. 0d., said to have been given for 

bread to the poor, or of the property charged therewith.” 

SNODLAND BROOK, OR COMMON. 

The Brook, which is designated in an historical work of some authority as a “Common,” is one broad 

spanse of principally marsh land, situate at the south-eastern extremity of the village, being managed by a 

Brook Committee. Altogether the marsh land in the parish amounts to 70 acres, which, added to the 2,006 

acres enumerated on page 9, makes the total area of the village 2,076 acres. 

A great portion of Snodland Brook is let by the parish officers to Messrs. C. T. Hook & Co., Limited, 

of the Paper Works—a part under a properly executed Lease, and the remainder under a Memorandum of 

Agreement Some years ago an animated discussion took place at a Vestry Meeting, held at the National 

Schools, concerning the mode of letting this land in the latter form but it was explained that if such land 

was held under a lease a certain lady would claim her manorial rights to a portion of the rent of any such 

land so let. 

As before mentioned, Snodland is an appendage to the manor of Halling and it may interest some of 

our readers to know how these manors originated, we therefore extract the following from a 

contemporary, which, quoting from the “English Commons and Forests,” by the Right Hon. G. Shaw 

Lefevre, M.P., says:- “the story of those survivals of the ancient village commune, the Commons and 

Forests of England, is told by Mr. Shaw Lefevre in his new book. The commons are confined to England 

and Wales, none existing in Scotland and Ireland, but these pieces of land have in most cases, especially 

near the large towns, ceased to be of substantial profit to those who have rights of common over them. 

The land which still remains unenclosed in the country owes its freedom probably to the fact that it is 

unprofitable for cultivation, and offered no temptation to anyone to enclose it in the days when 

landowners were urged to take up waste lands as a duty they owed to the State. 

“THE ORIGIN OF COMMONS—It is now generally accepted, owing to the researches of Sir Henry S. 

Maine and others; that the common rights still existing are in most cases survival of a system of collective 

ownership of land by the inhabitants of their several districts, the prevalence of which in the early stages 

of communities has been traced over the greater part of Europe. Under this system there was originally no 

individual ownership of land. It was owned in common by village communities. It is obvious that this 

system of communal tenure was only possible in very barbarous times, and gradually the system of 

distributing the fields by lot was given up; but even in the Tudor period the cultivation of common fields 

was practised in many parts of the country, and the enclosures complained of in those days were 

enclosures, not of waste lands, but of the three great fields of the village. 

IN FEUDAL TIMES.—But most of these fields had been done away with when the feudal system was 

introduced, the community having been parcelled out into commands among military chiefs, who were at 

first appointed only for life, but who gradually acquired the right of inheritance for their eldest sons or 

heirs. The feudal chief became lord of the district or manor, subject to the admitted rights of the larger 

landowners or free tenants. 

“‘An early result of the new position of the feudal chiefs or lords of the manors was their claim to treat 

the common lands as their own property, subject only to the admitted rights of the free tenants of their 

manors, and with regard to the users of their villeins and serfs. There followed on this the further claim to 

enclose portions of the waste for their own use, or for the creation of small holdings, to be farmed by their 

villeins.’ 

“This claim was vigorously resisted by the freehold tenants, who had rights of pasture over the Commons 

but by the Statute of Morton, passed in 1235, it was enacted that lords of the manors should be allowed to 

enclose parts of the waste lands of their manors, provided sufficient was left to satisfy the rights of the 

free tenants. This was the first Enclosure Act. The question was one always in dispute, and throughout the 
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reign of the Tudor Sovereigns grave complaints were made of the hardships inflicted upon the smaller 

yeomen and labourers by the enclosure of the Commons. When the lands of the monasteries and religious 

bodies were confiscated the fail rights of ownership were pressed by the new comers, who did not pursue 

the lax and sympathetic methods of the ecclesiastical bodies, and this was the cause of the complaints of 

the free tenants in the 16th century. In the reign of Queen Anne it became customary to apply to 

Parliament for leave to enclose, and with the growth of population such applications largely increased. 

“‘It was recognised that it was a matter of national importance, and almost of safety, to add to the area 

of cultivated land. From the date of the fall of the Stuarts, when England began to intervene more actively 

in the affairs of the Continent, and was seldom for many years without the luxury of a foreign war, till the 

adoption of Free Trade in 1846, there was no hesitation or doubt as to the policy of promoting enclosures. 

Under more than 4,000 separate Enclosure Acts upwards of 7,175,000 acres of Commons or commons 

fields were enclosed.’ 

“It was not until between the years 1861 and 1870 that the reaction against further enclosures really 

began, and since that time a great number of the remaining Common lands have been declared public 

property for ever. 

It will thus be seen that these manorial rights are but lingering relics of feudal times, which are 

gradually losing the influence they formerly possessed over the land. 

THE POST OFFICE 

The Post Office, which was built about the year 1869, is a fine large building situate near the Railway 

Station. It is constructed of red bricks, and commands a large frontage to High Street and May Street. 

Postmaster, Mr. W. H. Rumble; assistants, Miss R Hilder and Miss E. Dabner. Letter Carriers, Mr. 

Wm. Collins (who delivers through from Rochester), Mr H. White, and Mr. T. Hilder. 

Deliveries commence on Week-days at 7.15 and 8.45 am., and 5.45 p.m. Sundays at 7.45 a.m. 

Box Closes for Despatch, daily, at 10.25 a.m:, 12.40, 3.10, 5.30, and 7.40 p.m. Sundays, at 11 a.m. 

The Pillar Box at Mr. Birt’s Corner is Cleared on Weekdays, at 10.10 and 11.10 a.m., 5.45 and 7.25 

p.m. Sundays, at 11.15 a.m. 

Holborough Pillar Box is Cleared on Week-days, at 9.30 a.m., 12.0., 5.50 and 6.45 p.m. Sundays, at 

11.20 a.m. 

Hamhill Pillar Box is Cleared on Week-days, at 9.15 a.m., and 6.55 p.m. Sundays, at 9.15 a.m. 

The Money Order Office and Post Office Savings’ Bank is open from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. Saturdays, till 8 

p.m. 

The Telegraph Office is open on Week-days. from 8 a.m. till 8 p.m. Sundays, from 8 till 10 a.m. 

The Stamp Office is at Mr. Birt’s, near the Bull Hotel. There is also a Stamp Office at Mr. Boakes’, 

Hamhill. 

CARRIERS. 

To Maidstone—Cunningham, daily. 

Ashby, on Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday.  

To Rochester—Tillbrook, on Tuesday, Thursday & Saturday. 
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APPENDIX. 

(The following article has been handed to us for publication herewith, by a former 

Editor of a local contemporary, who published it in his journal about six years ago; and 

notwithstanding the fact that some part of it is but a repetition of our own account of the 

village, we re-print it, as probably it may interest some of our readers. The account was 

related by an old inhabitant, whose name is withheld for obvious reasons.—AUTHOR.] 

SNODLAND IN THE OLD DAYS 

AND NOW. 

[BY A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT]. 

“Our todays and yesterdays 

Are the blocks with which we build.” 

I CHANCED to visit Snodland recently, and there came across a fiend, who remarked, “This is a growing 

place. Those who remember it a few years ago, and then see it to day, can scarcely believe in the reality 

of the change. This set me thinking, and I felt certain that much of interest was to be learnt in connection 

with the rise and prosperity of what was  

ONCE THE DWELLING PLACE OF THE GREAT WAGHORN, 

whom Englishmen so badly neglected in life, and whose memory is so meanly noted, although it lives in 

the hearts of many. Snodland of 1829 held about 300 inhabitants; now it contains a population of nearly 

3,000. As I have said, from its connection with Waghorn, and from the rows of newly-built houses on all 

hands; from the disparity in the population then and now, 1 felt there must be quite a little history to the 

place, and so I resolved to seek out one of the oldest inhabitants, and try and induce him to indulge in a 

quiet chat. I was successful, and mine host for the time being was cheery and pleasant. Ere he entered into 

a real historical retrospect of the place, I related to him the account given by Mr. Roach Smith, F.S.A. in 

his “Retrospections,” vol. i. “Not unfrequently,” says Mr. Roach Smith, “I accompanied Waghorn on 

Saturday afternoons to his residence at Snodland staying with him and Mrs. Waghorn until the Monday 

mornings, when we returned together to London. He drove rapidly, quite as fast as the horse, which was a 

swift one could canter or gallop, calling for five minutes at the White Hart, at Cuxton; and for one minute 

on his mother, who lived in a neat cottage, on the right, near the Brook, at the entrance to Snodland; He 

would often say, ‘These are my only times of’ real enjoyment.” 

A PLAIN UNVARNISHED TALE 

My aged friend then told me his story “I came to Snodland,” said he, “in 1844. There were very few 

houses then—one here and one there. There was that house of Mr. Chapman’s—Mr. Luck used to live in 

that.—(My Snodland readers must find the situations of the houses themselves, I only relate the story)—

and there was the old-fashioned ‘Bull’ standing out in the road. Then I recollect the old shop Mr. 

Bateman used to have; it’s there now. Go down the street to where the ‘New Church has been built; that 

old house Mr. J. Baker used to live in. Down towards Mr. Tong’s, the blacksmith—there was a house 

there, and an old basket-maker’s shop, not far from the forge.” And so my friend went on telling of 

houses dotted here and there. “Ah,” he said, “there, were the old workhouses, the ‘Queen’ is built on that 

spot. Then on the right hand side of the High Street, after you get by the butcher’s shop, there was an old 

house—it stands there now. Bless met it seems all quite different; but Snodland is different, to-day, Sir. I 

remember the Red Lion and Mr. Hook’s house—it wasn’t a very large house then; and there were a few 

old thatched cottages where a lawn now exists.” “When did Snodland begin to improve?” I asked, and 

received the old, old answer, “When the railroad was put here they began to build.” And so Snodland, too, 

has learnt the lesson that the system which Stephenson said would become  

THE QUEEN’S HIGHWAY, 

and of which the farmers and landowners stood in such dread, has been the salvation of the place. But, my 

friend continued “The paper mill was formerly a gun factory in the time of Henry VII. The cement works 

and lime works induced the people to build, and brought folks to live in the houses. There was the old 

School—this side of the National School—an old Free School, where, years ago, the schoolmaster, whose 

name was Higgins, met his death by his own hand, and his nephew who came down to the funeral, 

committed suicide by shooting himself in Church Fields, near the railway arch. There used to be 
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AN OLD STONE CROSS 

marking what is supposed to have been an ancient market place, and they afterwards put it in the 

Churchyard. A silk factory was started in 1866. But I am going too fast. In 1857 the British Schools were 

started with six children, because the Nonconformists thought they would like to have a school to 

themselves. The school was at first kept by a woman, and the children increased so that there was not 

sufficient accommodation. Mr. Joynson, of the paper mills, did much towards the education of the 

villagers. Being a Nonconformist himself he took an interest in the British School, and by-and-bye he 

strove to secure for it the Government grant, but failed. Getting disheartened and tired, Mr. Joynson 

afterwards had the school put up by auction, and Mr. Hook bought the materials, and another gentleman 

bought the ground and the schoolmaster’s house. Some time after this, the Nonconformists asked Mr. 

Hook if something could not be done to save the school, and after much delay, a bargain was struck, and 

the schools were secured. From their then state of inefficiency Mr. Hook worked them up, and now they 

obtain, as a rule, the highest grant from the Government.” “‘So much for Mr. Hook and the children’s 

education,” I said. “Ah! 

HE WAS A FRIEND OF THE CHILDREN” 

was the reply I got, and the story went on. “The Chapel was built in 1855 —ah! I slipped that in talking of 

Mr. Hook and the school. The Rev. Canon Carey did a great deal for Snodland, I can tell you. Things 

looked better in many ways soon after he came here.” I reminded my friend of Waghorn’s memorial in 

the Church. “Yes,” he said, “I suppose there is one. My blessings, what a change! And you, Sir, have 

carried me back to the old days. What a lot of things you do think of when you begin to look back. Yes! 

When they once began to build they were like the swallows; they built fast. Rows of nice houses where 

there were fields before: Look at the paper mill, it used to stand on an acre and a half, now it stands on 13 

acres. What do you think of that, Sir? And look at the fine new Workmen’s Club. 

“YOU HARDLY SEEM TO KNOW THE PLACE TODAY 

There are the cement and lime works, with tall chimneys smoking away and thousands of people in 

Snodland, where there used only to be hundreds. And now I think I have told you a fairish bit about Old 

Snodland. New Snodland you can see for yourself; and I’ll have a pipe. But, I say, Sir, what do, you want 

to know all this for; you ain’t ‘going to put it in a book, are you? No; I see. In the paper, eh?” “Perhaps 

so,” I responded. “Oh, you newspaper chaps, you are artful! See the way you come to me now.” So he 

“filled” and I “filled,” we shook hands and we parted. 

SOCIETIES. 

Ancient Order of Foresters.—Court Fountain of Friendship, No. 2,634, is held at the Queen’s Head 

Hotel; meeting nights, 1st Saturday and 3rd Monday in each month; secretary. Mr. W. Dulton. 

A Juvenile Branch of the above is held at the National Schoolroom; meeting night, the 4th Wednesday 

in each month; secretary, Mr H. T. Beadle. 

Ancient Order of Shepherds.—Sanctuary Fountain of Friendship, No. 2,634, is held at the Queen’s 

Head Hotel; meeting night, the last Monday in the month; scribe, Mr W. Dulton. 

Odd Fellows (M.U )—Loyal Pride of the Medway Lodge, No 6,212, is held at the Bull Hotel, each 

alternate Saturday; secretary, Mr. W. Rayner. 

A Juvenile Branch of this Lodge is held at the Coffee Tavern, May Street, the 1st Monday in each 

month; secretary, Mr. Walter May. 

R.A.O.B.—Sir William Alexander Lodge is held at the Bull Hotel, every Wednesday evening; 

secretary, Mr. Stiles. The Lodge was opened on July 23rd, 1890, and is now a fairly strong Lodge. 

The Working Men’s Club is held at the Institute, a handsome stone building, erected at a cost of nearly 

£3,000; secretary, Mr. T. Hilder. 

National Deposit Friendly Society—Snodland Branch is held at the Institute, the 1st Monday in each 

month; agent, Mr. Kite. 

Death and Burial Club is held at the Bull Hotel, on the 2nd Monday in each month; secretary, Mr. W. 

Rayner. 

Floral and Industrial Society.—Secretary, Mr. T. Hilder. 
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Cottage Gardeners’ Mutual Improvement Society is held at the Institute, the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays 

in the month; secretary, Mr. W. Gooding. 

Improved Cottage Gardeners’ Society meets at the Bull Hotel, every alternate Wednesday; secretary, 

Mr. West. 

THE VOLUNTEERS. 

Our Volunteer Forces, which are known as No. 7 Battery 3rd Volunteer (Kent Brigade), E-Division, Royal 

Artillery, have their headquarters at the Drill Hall, at the back of the Queen’s Head Hotel. The battery was 

formed about eight years ago, and is a smart body of men, who figure very prominently at the various gun 

firing competitions. The Officer in command is Captain E. H. Haymen; Drill Instructor, Sergt. Tanner; 

Band Sergt C. Brattle. 

THE SCHOOLMASTER AND HIS SCHOLARS. 

Some years ago, even as late as 1865, there used to be a curious custom in vogue at the National Schools. 

The then schoolmaster, in order to promote the good behaviour of his scholars—some of whom, at that 

time, might almost have been called young men—took note of his scholars’ conduct during the whole of 

the week, and those who stood highest on the merit sheet for that period were allowed to indulge in a little 

recreation on the Friday afternoon. Tickets to the number of the competitors were shook up in a hat, and 

each lad drew his ticket, which was numbered. The schoolmaster then produced from his desk a small 

parcel, containing half-a-crown, also with a number on it, and the lad who drew the number corresponding 

to that on the parcel, won the much-coveted prize With a change in the management of the school, this 

custom disappeared; but no doubt this plan had proved to be a great boon in keeping up the tone and good 

conduct of the school in those days. 

 

 

 


