














Photographs of scouting in the 1950s.

A signal lamp from the Second World War.
An aeroplane compass

Five clay pipes .

Two fossils

Next year we will have an exhibition to
commemorate the great Paper Mill fire of 1906.

Waghorn

Although Waghorn’s name is known in Snodland
and the Medway Towns, it has largely
disappeared from view in the rest of England.
Those most likely to know of it are philatelists,
for the documents sent ‘Care of Mr Waghorn’ by
the Overland Mail are highly prized by specialist
collectors and command high prices - too high for
us to bid for when they come to auction. Less
than 200 pieces are known today and the dates
and hand-stamps give us much information about
the service Waghorn provided. The last few
months have shown that he still has an
international following - in spite of the
disparaging entry in the new Oxford Dictionary
of National Biography mentioned in a previous
Newsletter. A South African account will form
part of our AGM. We have also acquired a DVD
from France called ‘La Nouvelle Malle des Indes’
- ‘a marvellous adventure on the route to India’ -
which combines with another about a French
botanist to give 3 hours 28 minutes of
swashbuckling Waghorn adventures. ‘What
adventures’ says the blurb. Certainly imagination
has played a major part! A Chinese lecturer at the
University of Lancaster has been in touch,
because he is stuying Waghorn’s influence on
trade to the Far East. And now a Canadian

gentleman has very kindly sent copies of a FIEES
number of items to add to our Waghorn g

collection:
Photographs of the statue at Suez.

Photocopies of Chapter IV from Stamps of India L

(3rd edition, 1968): ‘Overland Route to India’.

Illlustrated London News, 21 May 1842 and
subsequent issue: ‘Waghorn’s Overland Route |

from India’ with illustrations.

Chambers’ Edinburgh Journal 13 December \,

1845: ‘Lieutenant Waghorn and the new land
route from India’.
“The Mediterranean Mails’ (Philatelic Specialists

of Canada, 1993.

‘Care of Mr. Waghorn: India’: Indian Stamp
Journal.

I find that the Medway Archives has a complete
run of 19th century Hustrated London News and
the 1850 Household Words article on Waghorn.
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' The statue of Waghorn at Suez. The upper picture appears

{o commemorate the moment when the statue was in-
stalled in 1872. ‘Wagam’ in the lower one is found on
more than one similar image!




