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Correspondence

Correspondence and enquiries about the Society

(including applications for membership) should

be addressed to

Dr. Andrew Ashbee, 214, Mailing Road,

Snodland, Kent ME6 5EQ (tel 01634-243001;

e-mail: aa0060962@blueyonder.co.uk);

or to the Secretary:

Mr. Neil Miners, 13 Gorham Close, Snodland,

Kent ME6 5EZ; e-mail: neilminers@yahoo.co.uk

Subscriptions

Subscriptions for the present season became due

on 1st September 2004. They remain at the same

rates as before: £5 individuals (£2.50 aged 14-

17); £7.50 joint adult membership; £10 family,

£50 corporate. Cheques (payable to Snodland

Historical Society) should be sent to the

Treasurer, Mr. Brian Tansley, 11 Godden Road,

Snodland, Kent ME6 5HF, or given to him at a

Society meeting. Membership will cease if a

subscription remains unpaid by 1 February 2004.

Meetings

Are held at the Devonshire Rooms, Waghorn

Road, on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. Visitors are

welcome at £1 per meeting.

6 October 2004. Annual General Meeting.

Following the business we will explore Snodland

in the 1840s, using the tithe map and schedule

and the 1841 census as basic documents.

3 November 2004. Monty Parkin will give an

illustrated talk: "The A25 is Interesting*. This is

part ofhis description: 'Although more familiarly

associated with heavy traffic and hold-ups, the

stretch of the A25 between Ightham and

Sevenoaks is actually full of historical interest.

Travelling along this turnpike road from the

1760s one takes in the whole spectrum of society

from the tramps and gypsies on Seal Chart to the

villagers of Seal and the gentry at Wildernesse

mansion. Here, distinguished visitors such as

George HI and the Duke of Wellington called

and, later, the household of Lord Hillingdon, a

typical Victorian 'banking squire', dominated the

village. Enterprises such as Swift's Edge Tools,

Seal Herb Farm and Greatness Silk Mill also

feature, as do some interesting Arts and Crafts

connections.

1 December 2004. It is exactly 100 years since

A. N. Hambrook issued his first postcards of

Snodland. The usual slide show will therefore

concentrate on Hambrook's many postcards of

the village, but will also touch upon the great

series ofKent postcards issued by the Hambrook

brothers which we have recently begun to scan

and catalogue.

26 January 2004. Bob Ratcliffe returns to give

another ofhis much-enjoyed illustrated talks, this

time about Barges and Paddle Steamers on the

Medway.

2 March 2005. Philip Lawrence will give the

second of his two related talks on 'A Kentish

parish in the 1870's - Cliffe at Hoo'.

6 April 2005. To be announced.

4 May 2005. Lt Col Mike Martin, late of the

Royal Hampshire Regiment, will give a talk on

'The history of the Victoria Cross and its many

anomalies'.



No. 21: Lists of Snodland Traders and

Residents from Four Directories: 1851, 1903,

1934, 1938. Similar to pamphlets Nos. 4 and 5,

but these are hitherto unpublished lists. £1.

No. 22: Memorials in the churchyard at Christ

Church, Snodland (formerly Lower Birling).

£2. During the early 1980s the writer and Mr.

Keith Holdstock undertook a systematic survey to

ascertain from all available evidence as much as

could be learned about the placement of the

graves. Names and some dates were recorded

then, but not full transcriptions of the stones.

Although the alignment on the ground is not

always exact, Mr Holdstock drew up a table

which is the basis for this booklet. The present

survey was completed in May 2004. Many of the

memorials have become virtually illegible in

whole or part since the 1980s and some evidence

recorded then has disappeared entirely. The

parish of Lower Birling comprised those parts of

Snodland to the south of the boundary stream

(now under Rocfort Road), taking in Bramley

Road, parts of Mailing and Birling Roads and

parts of Birling parish (including Ham Hill)

which were nearer Snodland than Birling village.

Christopher Howick has written A Stroll round

All Saints Church, Snodland which is currently

being prepared for publication as pamphlet 23.

National School Log-Book

Mrs Davies, Headmistress at Roberts Road

School, has kindly allowed me to borrow the

earliest of the school log-books. This has now

been photocopied and completes the series of

copies we hold at the Museum covering all the

National School log-books to 1930. I have

indexed all the names. Ifpermission is granted, a

future SHS pamphlet or pamphlets comprising

interesting extracts from the books will be made.

This book begins in 1863, when Walter Rumble

was headmaster, and continues to 1891. The

earliest years cover the whole school, but the

infant department was set up in 1868, gaining its

own log-book, and the girls' department

separated in 1877. Rumble was at first puzzled as

to what to put in the book, and sought advice. But

it was not long before he found it irritating: 24

Nov. 1864: 'Nothing has been entered since

Tues: 15th Nov. Why? Because I have nothing to

enter but the number at school, the state of the

weather, the hours in school, &c. As for the work,

that is always the same. Such entries as I make can

never be of use. The time taken up in entering them

is wasted.'

Medway Gap Landscape Partnership

We recently received a notice via the Town Council

of the above scheme. Denis Anstey kindly attended

a pilot meeting at Upper Hailing on the Society's

behalf. We were told that "The Medway Gap

Landscape Partnership is currently working towards

a landscape, heritage and public involvement

programme to help conserve, enhance and restore

the Medway Gap's landscape heritage. The

Partnership will be submitting a bid to the Heritage

Lottery Fund for £2 million in October 2004 to help

us achieve actions identified to conserve the

Medway Gap's distinctive landscape character.' We

felt we should express an interest and offer what

support we can, and have submitted some thoughts

as the final text ofthe bid is prepared. With so much

of our landscape under threat from various forces, it

would be good if this plan could be put into effect.

It has support from conservation societies, local

councils and industry.

'The project aims to:

enhance and restore the local landscape heritage -

including natural, industrial, ancient, cultural and

farmed landscapes

support training for local people to help them

maintain, conserve and enhance their landscape

heritage in practical ways

increase awareness of local traditions linked to

landscape heritage, through contemporary projects

increase public understanding, involvement and

acess to the Medway Gap's landscape heritage.'

We await further developments!

Australian War Memorial

In the December 2003 Newsletter we drew attention

to the Australian War Memorial which features

'Snodland' on its list of 24,000 place names

recording 'the origins of Australian Servicemen and

women, many of whom were born overseas.' Mrs
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One ofthefirstpostcards A. N. Hambrookproduced ofSnodtand (in 1904).

Avril Castle followed this up with enquiries to

the Australian authorities, who responded with

names of two persons born in Snodland who

served in the Australian forces: (1) Ronald

William Adkins, born Snodland, 24 Feb 1906,

service no. 58633; next of kin: Lily Adkins; (2)

Ian Whitworth, bora Snodland 5 Apr 1949,

service no. R94868; next of kin: Frederick

Whitworth. Details via the Internet at http://

www.naa.gov. au/The_ Collection/

recordsearch.html.

Museum

A display of 'Snodland in Victorian times' has

run from April to September. We will replace

this with a display ofHambrook pictures to mark

the centenary ofA. N. Hambrook's first pictures

of Snodland in 1904. We have also begun

collecting non-Snodland pictures of Hambrook

Brothers' photos of Kent and already have over

100 scans ofthese. Judging by the numbering on

the cards, there are more than 1300 in all, so

there's a long way to go! We have begun files of

pictures of Burham, Wouldham and Cuxton to

add to those ofHailing and Birling.

Some fine aerial photographs of Snodland and

district have been donated by Mrs Trevor Large

and Mr. Ben Baxter. Parts of the Downs,

Burham and Wouldham, Leybourne and East

Mailing are included. Most were made in 1967 3

so precede much recent

development.

Miss Ann Ware kindly gave a

coin 'from a field in

Snodland' which her father

acquired around 1950. Not

knowing what it was I took it

to the History and

Archaeology Show in June to

show to various experts. It

turns out to be a 'jetton' a

coin often of French origin

and commonly used in

gaming. Our example is

actually English, from the

reigns of Edward Ill-Richard

II (1322-1397). One side has

a cross, the other a 'king

under a canopy'.

Thanks too to our

members Iris Tobin

and Bill Gowar for

donating a badge

probably issued at the.

opening of the

Devonshire Rooms, (.

and to Bill Wenham for j.

a silver badge for good I

attendance at the [■'

National School. The I;




