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SOCIETY NEWS

Correspondence

Correspondence and enquiries about the Society

(including applications for membership) should be

addressed to

Dr. Andrew Ashbee, 214, Mailing Road, Snod

land, Kent ME6 5EQ (teL 01634-243001;

e-mail: aa0060962@blueyonder.co.uk);

or to the Secretary:

Mr. Neil Miners, 13 Gorham Close, Snodland,

KentME6 5EZ.

Subscriptions

Subscriptions for the new season are due on 1st

September 2002. They remain at the same rates as

before: £5 individuals (£2.50 aged 14-17); £7.50

joint adult membership; £10 family; £50 corporate.

Cheques (payable to Snodland Historical Society)

should be sent to the Treasurer, Mr Brian Tansley,

11 Godden Road, Snodland, Kent ME6 5HF, or

given to him at a Society meeting. Membership

will cease if a subscription remains unpaid by 1

February 2003.

Meetings

The following meetings have been arranged. All

will be held on Wednesdays at 8 p;tn. at the

Devonshire Rooms. Visitors will be welcome at £1

entry per meeting.

2 October 2002. Annual General Meeting. After

the business is completed we plan to hold a forum

on the history of Snodland shops. Memories of

sites, owners' names, type of shop, etc. will be

welcomed. Photographs and slides will be used to

help compile as much information as we can glean.

This will be a useful fore-runner to a proposed

series about local shops to appear in 'Town Talk.'

6 November 2002. A. Monty Parkin will give a

talk on "The History of Sevenoaks Market'. Mr

Parkin is a splendid artist and includes some of

his own pictures among the illustrations.

4 December 2002. More slides of Old Snodland

and the usual light refreshments.

29 January 2003. A welcome return visit from

Robert Ratcliffe, who will give an illustrated talk

on 'A Trip Down the Medway'.

5 March 2003. Brian Hussey, a member of the

Meopham Society, will give an illustrated talk on

Airships.

2 April 2003. Philip Lawrence will give his talk

on 'The Mysteries of St Michael's Church' (at

East Peckham), which he was unable to give last

year because of illness.

7 May 2003. If members agree (at the AGM) we

will arrange an additional meeting on this date.

PROJECTS IN HAND

Pamphlets

Two new pamphlets should be available and on

sale at the first meeting:

No. 16. A Few Recollections of our Summer in

Devonshire [Extracts from] A Letter Read to

the Quarterly Meeting of the Snodland Society

October 30th, 1894 Agnes Darlington Hook

and Maud Midsummer Hook. [£2]

Although this pamphlet does not relate specifi

cally to Snodland, it is a fine account of the two

sisters' stay in Devon that year - which presum

ably contributed to the 'Devonshire Rooms'

name when they were, completed a few months

later. The only omissions are some detailed re-



Agnes Darlington Hook

ports of sermons which

they heard.

No. 17. A Memoir of

Agnes Darlington

Hook by Maud Mid

summer Hook [1904].

[£2]

This rare little book

was privately printed

for circulation among

family and friends. We

are very grateful to Mrs

Doris Allirigham for al

lowing us to make a copy of one in her posses

sion. This is held in the Museum. This pamphlet

gives the whole text except for the preface and

we have added a few appropriate footnotes and

pictures.

Work continues on recording the Christ Church

memorials and on World War I servicemen for

future publication.

Etching

Margaret Crowhurst of Larkfleld has made an

etching ofthe Cement Works (1985) which she is

selling in a limited edition of fifty copies. It is on

sale at the Museum at £15 and the Society re

ceives a royalty on each copy sold there. It will

also be available at Society meetings.

Video

Terry Nunri of Cuxton is making a series of

'Village Videos'. He has already issued videos on

Cuxton, Hailing and Meopham (copies of which

we have added to the Society's library) and this

year he has been working on one about Snodland.

Filming is completed and he is now editing the

work.

Tempus

Work on a second photograph album 'Around

Snodland' is in hand for publication by Tempus.

They ask for delivery by the end ofJanuary 2003

with publication scheduled around Easter. The

aim is to avoid all pictures which appear in

•Snodland in Old Picture Postcards'. The new

book will contain over 200 pictures, including

Maud Midsummer

■ Hook

some of Birling and Hailing..

Landscape Survey

At the risk ofechoing Last of

the Summer Wine, Denis

Anstey has led Andrew Ash-

bee and Gordon Lancley in

several walks on the hills.

The aim has been to extend

our knowledge of the local

landscape, to try to locate

features noted on old maps

and explore meanings of old

place-names. There is no -

substitute for on-the-spot exploration ofthis kind,

which in particular reveals the smaller contours

which do not always show up on maps. Many

features have been seen which demand further

investigation. Some may be ancient, or may be

the remnants of war-time occupation. A search is

also on for further copies of old maps which may

assist in the survey.

Museum

1901 census. We have bought microfiche copies

of three Kent volumes of the 1901 census. We

have also bought a fiche reader for the Museum

so that they can be read!

(i) RG13/0719: Hailing, Frindsbury Extra,

Strood extra + shipping

(ii) RG13/0741: Allington, Aylesford + shipping,

Birling, Burham + shipping, Ditton, East Mailing

(part)

(iii) RG13/0742: East Mailing (part), Leybourne,

Ryarsh, Snodland, Paddlesworth

On order is a CD of the 1861 census for all of

Kent (soon to be published). This will be images

ofthe pages in the original census books.

We have bought a microfiche reader (as noted

above) to read the 1901 census. In due course we

will also obtain fiche copies of local church

registers published by the Kent Family History

Society.

We have also bought a printer to assist in prepar

ing exhibits and labels and to enable us to pro-






