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Correspondence

Correspondence and enquiries about the Society
(including applications for membership) should
be addressed to Dr. Andrew Ashbee, 214,
Malling Road, Snodland, Kent ME6 5EQ (tel.
01634-243001; e-mail:
aa0060962@blueyonder.co.uk), or to the
Secretary, Mr. Neil Miners, 13 Gorham Close,
Snodland, Kent ME6 SEZ.

Subscriptions

Subscriptions for the new season, due on lst
September 2001, should be paid by 1 February
2002, otherwise membership will be deemed to
have ceased. Rates remain as in previous years:
£5 individuals (£2.50 aged 14-17); £7.50 joint
adult membership; £10 family; £50 corporate.
Cheques (payable to Snodland Historical Society)
should be sent to the Treasurer, Mr Brian
Tansley, 11 Godden Road, Snodland, Kent ME6
SHF, or given to him at a Society meeting,

Meetings

At the Devonshire Rooms, Waghorn Road,
Snodland, Wednesdays, at 8 p.m. Visitors are
welcome at £1 entry per meeting.

3 October 2001. AGM. Following the business,
Andrew Ashbee and Denis Anstey will speak on
their research into the local landscape.

7 November 2001. We are delighted that
Kenneth Whitehorn, a former lecturer at the
British Museum, will visit us again. His topic this
time will be ‘The Vikings’.

September 2001

S December 2001. A further look at ‘Old
Snodland” in slides. '

30 January 2002. Mr Robert Ratcliffe of the
City of Rochester Society, and a popular lecturer,
will give an illustrated talk on ‘The City of
Rochester’. ‘A general tour of the city beloved by
Dickens, but with far more to it than that.’

6 March 2002. To be arranged.

3 April 2002. Mark Turner, Archaeologist for the
Channel Tunnel Rail Link, will give an illustrated
talk: ‘Archaeology and the CTRL’. He will pay
particular attention to the findings near the
Medway.

Snodland in old picture postcards

This baok in the series by The European Library
was published in July. It should be available in
local bookshops, but we will be selling copies at
Society meetings and at the Museum. We are
pleased to offer members a small discount on the
price. In the shops it is £9.95, but we will sell to
members at £8.00. There are 76 views covering
the whole parish, including Holborough and
Paddlesworth; each view has an extensive
caption, written by Andrew Ashbee. He is very
grateful to Chris Howick for his comments on
these prior to publication. The quality of
reproduction is first-rate and the whole makes a
splendid addition to our local studies.

Pamphlet No. 15

‘Memories of Snodland in Wartime 1939-1945°
has been selling extremely well. We understand
that in the New Year a local television
programme will be shown which will include
memories by some of the contributors and others



who were there at the time of the-‘doodlebug’ strike
in Malling Road on 5 August 1944,

Some Houses in the High Street

An unexpected response to my plea in the last
Newsletter for information about houses, came from
the new owners of No. 74 High Street. They kindly
loaned the deeds for the property, which have
proved particularly informative. Older members
will remember it as a confectioner’s and
tobacconist’s shop, formerly run by Harry Tremlett
and between 1951 and 1956 (when the photograph
was taken) by Elsie Walters. Although the actual

documents date from no earlier than 1877, they

Early 1950s. No. 74 is on the right, next to Mr Avery’s gro-
cer’s shop and Alan Baldwin's fish shop. All three properties
were built in 1877, replacing two old houses on the site.

mention previous material from as far back as 1822.
In that year two houses and associated land were
transferred from a Thomas Banfield to Armigill
Hadlow. Banfield is only known from assessments
in the Churchwardens accounts between 1808 and
1815. Armigill Hadlow (one of four men known of
that name), was the son of Nicholas and Jane
Hadlow, baptised at All Saints on 26 July 1772, He
became a waterman. Having bought the two houses
and land, he moved into one of them and between

.....1822 and 1829 built.a further four houses on the . . ..

site. Two of these remain today, opposite the end of
Waghorn Road; two more (which were behind)

were demolished relatively recently. All were
shown on the tithe map and schedule of 1844, as

owned by Armigill’s wife, Mary Ann, for he had
died on 23 April 1842. She was much younger than
he and quite possibly was his second wife; there is

mention of a daughter, aged ‘45’ in the 1841

census—too old to have been the daughter of Mary

Ann. In his will he named the occupants of his

properties and mentioned a boat, the ‘Mary’, he kept
at Strood. His younger daughter Eliza was married

to George Thomas a month later (14 June 1842).

She inherited the property after her mother’s death
on 22 June 1874 and she it was who demolished the

old house and its neighbour in 1877 and replaced

them with the three shops which still occupy the site
(although all are now private houses). There is a
memorial to her in All Saints churchyard ‘In loving
memory of Eliza the beloved wife of the late George

Thomas of Spratts Brook Farm, Tunbridge Wells,

who died May 22nd 1900 aged 78 years.’

All Saints Church repairs

All Saints church is currently closed for major

! repairs. Much of the plaster has been removed prior

to the installation of central heating. This has
revealed some interesting stone-work, some
previously unknown. In the chancel the base of the
mediaeval window which was formerly on the
South side, next to the East wall, remains in place,

B while the stone-work of the early window opposite

the organ can be seen more clearly. However, the
most exciting find is beside the vestry door. Here a
stone lintel two or three feet above the present floor
and supported on columns is something of a
mystery. At first, comparisons with book
illustrations indicated that it might have been the
remains of a ‘bread oven’ - a cupboard for storage of
communion bread - but Mrs Mabel Fawcett’s
suggestion that it may rather have been an opening
to allow lepers their limited access to services seems
more likely, especially when the exterior stone-work
is studied. There certainly appears to have been
some kind of opening to the outside here, so the
lepers could gather to hear what was happening
within the building. In his Snodland and its History,









