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SOCIETY NEWS

Correspondence and enquiries about the Society
(including applications for mémbership) should
be addressed to Dr. Andrew Ashbee, 214,
Malling Road, Snodland, Kent ME6 5EQ (tel.
01634-243001; e-mail: aashbee@fdn.co.uk), or
to the Secretary, Neil Miners, 13 Gorham Close,
Snodland, Kent ME6 5EZ.

Subscriptions

Subscriptions for the season September 2000 to
August 2001 are now due. They remain at the
same rates as last year: £5 individuals (£2.50
aged 14-17); £7.50 joint adult membership; £10
family; £50 corporate. Cheques (payable to
Snodland Historical Society) should be sent to
the Treasurer, Mr Brian Tansley, 11 Godden
Road, Snodland, Kent ME6 5HF, or given to him
at a Society meeting. Membership will cease if a
subscription remains unpaid by 1 February 200§1.

Lecture season

Meetings are held in the Devonshire Rooms,
Waghorn Road, Snodland, on Wednesdays, at 8
p.m. Visitors are welcome at £1 entry per
meeting. The following programme has been
arranged:

4th October 2000. Annual General Meeting.
Following the business part of the meeting, Mrs
Julia Howe will talk on ‘surnames’.

1st November 2000. We are delighted to
welcome again Mr Kenneth Whitehom, a former
lecturer at the British Museum, who will give an
illustrated talk on ‘Illuminated Manuscripts’.

6th December 2000, As in past years, slides of
Snodland will be shown. Wine and mince pies
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will be serveq.

31 January 2001. Mr Albert Daniels, Chairman
of Maidstone Area Archaeological Group and
leader of many local excavations, will give a talk
entitled ‘Excavations in the Medway Valley’.

Speakers for 7 March 2001 and 4 April 2001
will be announced in the December Newsletter.

Other activities during the summer

Databox 2000. This Kent project was mentioned
at the end of last season. Although response was
very limited, we did participate by collecting a
box of material about Snodland in Easter week
2000. Particular thanks are due to Mrs Stewart
who took the requested series of 36 photographs.
The box is deposited at one of the archive offices,
but at the time of writing it is not known whether
the Snodland box is at Maidstone or Strood.

Boundary walk. Nearly fifty people took part in
(and completed!) the annual boundary walk on
Sunday, 14th May. Congratulations and thanks to
Neil Miners for all his work in researching and
leading this event.

Snodland Library. To commemorate the 150th
anniversary of Public Lending Libraries, a series
of four local historic walks was organised in
Tonbridge and Malling District. On 17th June
Andrew Ashbee led one in Snodland, beginning
and ending at the Library, with a route to the river
and back.

Carélival, 1st July. This year’s proceeds from
the Carnival are to go towards the development
of the Millennium Museum. For the first time
Snodland Historical Society had a stall at Potyns
Field - and was pleased to sell about £120-worth
of pamphlets. Chris Howick’s new book on



Holmesdale proved particularly popular.

Heritage weekend, 16th and 17th September.
As part of the National Heritage Weekend, visits
to Snodland Clock Tower are being arranged by
the Town Council (pre-booked). The Museum
will be open between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. on both
days. Paddlesworth Church will also be open.

Saturday 23rd (11 a.m. to 6 p.m.) and Sunday
24th September (11 a.m. to 4 p.m.). The
Aylesford Society is holding an exhibition at the
Aylesford Community Centre, Forstal Road,
Aylesford, entitled ‘The Parish of Aylesford and
its Environs.” Admission is free, but donations
will be gratefully accepted. Snodland Historical
Society will have a stall where its publications
will be on sale and will also show some
photographs of Snodland.

Publications

Pamphlet No. 12. ‘Thomas Fletcher Waghomn
(1800-1850)’, by Andrew Ashbee (48 pp; £2)
was published in April to accompany the current
exhibition in the Museum commemorating the
200th anniversary of Waghorn’s birth.

Pamphlet No. 14. ‘Seventy Years On: A Brief
History of Holmesdale School 1930-2000°, by
Christopher Howick (75 A4 pages; £4) was
published in June. Contrary to our usual practice,
we passed production of this book to
Countyprint. This has given us an excellent
binding and better quality pictures than we could
provide. 250 copies have been produced, but any
further reprints will depend on whether there is a
continuing demand.

Pamphlet No. 13. ‘Snodland and its History 55
B.C. to A.D. 1928°, by Charles de Rocfort Wall
(57 pages; £3). Published September 2000. Rev
Wall’s book was published in 1928 and is very
scarce. To make this pamphlet a convenient size
to produce ourselves, we have omitted a few
sections: (a) his list of rectors (now known to be
incomplete); (b) his notes on burials in woollen;
(c) his notes on the briefs which were collected in
Snodland. Briefs were collections made to assist
e.g. sufferers from fire, repairing or rebuilding
churches, etc., in other parishes; (d) his list of
Tilghman family names; (€) some extracts from
early Snodland wills. It is planned that later

Saturday morning, June 17th. The Historic Walk commemorating
150 years of Public Lending Libraries pauses at the Museum.

pamphlets will cover the Tilghman family in
Snodland and abstracts of Snodland wills. The
opportunity has been taken to place Wall’s
additional notes to various sections in appropriate
parts of the main text.

The Museum

The Museum has been open for nearly a year and
now is a good time to reflect on its impact on the
community. The decision to open regularly on
Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday afternoons
seems to satisfy demand adequately. Exact counts
of visits have not yet been taken, but daily
attendances have varied between 0 (not many of
these) and around 35; an average of ¢.20 visitors
each week is reasonably .accurate. There have
also been a few special openings for group visits.
In the future we will consider the feasibility of
extra openings - e.g. on Bank Holidays or at
half-terms.

Older parishioners in particular have been
delighted with what we have and many have paid
several visits to study the old photographs and to
reminisce. We have purchased a small cassette
recorder to capture their memories. The visitors’
book already shows a remarkable nation-wide -
even international - series of addresses: clearly
Snodland’s parishioners have friends and
families who have travelled widely - and the
grape-vine alerting them to the existence of the
Museum has worked extremely well.

We are very conscious that currently there is less



to appeal to the young, visitor and to that end we
propose to make a bid for lottery funding to assist
in developing audio-visual presentations.
Although we have four rooms of displays, space
is already at a premium and there is much
material which is not on show. We hope too that
computers will come to our rescue to store
images of our collections of pictures and
documents (and hopefully of some material held
elsewhere), which can be called up on screen. It
would be good, too, to preserve something of the
temporary special exhibitions in this way: ‘The
Hook family as benefactors to Snodland’ and
‘Thomas Fletcher Waghorn® have both run their
6-monthly courses,. but could be revived
electronically. We have members who are skilled
in preparing such material, but will be glad of
further offers of assistance.

In the first year the Museum has been manned by
a relatively small number of volunteers, to whom
we extend our warmest thanks. It would be good
to expand this network. If you are able to spare
time to supervise 1-3 hours when the Museum is
open, we would be glad of extra help. Duties are
not arduous - the welcoming of visitors, selling of
pamphlets and occasional responses to enquiries.
If you do not know the answers to the latter, take
down details and these will be directed to the
relevant source. Andrew Ashbee will gladly give
on-the-spot guidance for anyone anxious about
what is required of them.

In recent weeks we have begun displaying some
pictures of Holmesdale school to commemorate
its 70th anniversary. Again space is limited, so
for the moment these are mostly of the earlier
years 1930-1960. Requests for identifying
photographs of pupils of the early 1950s have
met with an excellent response. We hope shortly
to borrow one or two of the school’s log books
and admission registers for temporary display.

From October the Waghorn exhibition will be
replaced by one on Snodland’s natural history,
mounted and arranged by David Penney.

Museum Acquisitions

Donations of pictures and objects continue to be
received. Of particular interest is a splendid series
of National School certificates (mostly for

attendance or Religious Knowledge) awarded to
members of the Wenham family between 1888
and 1907, presented by Mr William Wenham.
These have been framed and hung. He has also
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One of the National School certificates presented
to the Museum by Mr William Wenham,
1t is splendidly printed in gold and green.

loaned photographs for copying and has donated
some war-time memorabilia, including an army
railway ticket from Snodland to Salonica in 1918.
There can’t be many of those! In keeping with the
venue, Mr Ray Richardson has donated a Fire
Service Hook Ladder, Fireman’s helmet, belt and
boots. Among other donors we thank Mrs Jill
Brown, Mr Kenneth Gower, Mr Jack Hammond,
Mr L. Jefferys, Mrs D. Jell, Mr John Soane and
Mr Albert Warren. Mrs Robin Handley of Junee,
Australia, descended from Thomas Waghom’s
sister Ann, gave generously towards the costs of
the Waghorn exhibition.

Family History

Our membership of the Kent Family History
Society has brought us into touch with many
people world-wide researching their Snodland






