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HOLMESDALE AND THE
PILGRIMS’ SCALLOP SHELL

by Neil Miners

A scallop shell brings to mind two things in Snod-
land - Holmesdale School and the Pilgrims Way.
For many years a scallop shell has been the school
badge of Holmesdale, displayed on the uniform of
thousands of pupils and printed on the front of so
many school reports. An identical image represents
the Pilgrims Way on a waymarker near Ladds Farm,
the like ‘'of which is found all along a route from
Winchester to Canterbury.

But why. did Holmes-
- dale choose a scallop

how did such an em-
blem become associ-
ated with pilgrims?
The reason Holmes-
dale has its present |8
badge lies in the deci-
sion to change the

school’s name in the

early 1960s. When first opened in 1930 Snodland’s
new secondary school was simply called Snodland
Central School, and its badge was a stylised version
of the initials SCS. After the Second World War the
school role reached 700 and the name Snodland
Central “became increasingly inappropriate. The
pupils were now drawn from an area that stretched
from Cuxton in the north, to Malling in the south,
and Aylésford in the east, to Addington and Trosley
in the west. As this area covered broadly what is in
geographical circles know as the Vale of Holmes-
dale, it was decided to alter the school’s name to
Holmesdale Secondary Modern School in 1961.”
(Christopher Howick “Holmesdale—the first fifty
years”, 1980.)

The Vale of Holmesdale is enclosed by the Green-
sand Hills and the North Downs to the south and
north respectively, with the Pilgrims Way following
the line of chalk hills, including 1'% miles through
Snodland Parish. As scallop shells have traditionally
been associated with pilgrims, Holmesdale decided
to adopt the shell as its badge, which was added to
the school uniform in 1964. The link between the
school and the Pilgrims Way was underlined by the
choice of school anthem; “He who would valiant
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be” a hymn adapted from John Bunyan’s Pilgrim’s
Progress, with its famous line: “to be a pilgrim.”
sung frequently at assemblies in the 1970s and 80s.

Why Pilgrims travelled 1Y% miles through our parish
and why they are associated with scallop shells is
tied up with the history of Christianity, both in
England and in Spain.

England during the 12th century witnessed a strug-
gle between Henry II and the church over the role
and power of the judiciary. “The issues were the
independence of the church courts, which claimed
exclusive authority over anyone in holy orders, the
right of appeals to Rome, and the alienation of

.church lands. Henry II attempted to establish his

jurisdiction over clergy guilty of criminal offences,
and to forbid appeals to Rome in the famous Consti-
tutions of Clarendon.” (Lion Handbook History of
Christianity 1990) In 1162 Henry nominated his
close friend, Thomas Becket as Archbishop with the
hope of making good the crown’s claims over those
of the clergy. Unexpectedly, Becket became a de-
fender of the church and was exiled into France. A
truce arranged in 1170 allowed the Archbishop to
return to Canterbury for Christmas. Immediately
upon his return he excommunicated several bishops
who had supported the
king, who in turn violently
criticized the Becket. Four
royal knights (Reginald
Fitzurse, Hugh de
Morville, William de Tracy
and Richard le Breton) im-
pelled by the King’s anger
appeared at Canterbury on
29 December and mur-

. . A lead brooch worn by
dered the Archbishop at his  pigrims who had been to
altar in the cathedral. Becket's shrine at

Canterbury. (This and the
The news sent shock waves other line illustrations come
through Europe and at once from a Victorian
a cult developed around the ‘Book of Days",)

martyred Becket, canon-

ised by Pope Alexander III in 1173. Canterbury soon
became one of the most important Western shrines
for pilgrims, the King himself travelling to the
shrine to pay public penance. Within ten years 703
miracles had been reported at the tomb.

Pilgrims from Winchester are believed to have fol-
lowed the ancient trackways along the foot of the
















