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Correspondence

Correspondence and enquiries about the Society

(including applications for membership) should

be addressed to Dr. Andrew Ashbee, 214,

Mailing Road, Snodland, Kent ME6 5EQ (tel.

01634-243001), or to the Secretary, Mr. Neil

Miners, 13 Gorham Close, Snodland, Kent ME6

5EZ.

Subscriptions

Subscriptions for the new season are due on 1 st

September 1999. They remain at the same rates

as last year: £5 individuals (£2.50 aged 14-17);

£7.50 joint adult membership; £10 family; £50

corporate. Cheques (payable to Snodland

Historical Society) should be sent to the

Treasurer, Mr Brian Tansley, 11 Godden Road,

Snodland, Kent ME6 5HF, or given to him at a

Society meeting. Membership will cease if a

subscription remains unpaid by 1 February 2000.

Meetings

The following meetings have been arranged. All

will be held on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. at the

Devonshire Rooms. Visitors will be admitted to

any meeting at £1 entry.

1 December 1999. As in previous years this will

be an informal gathering at which it is hoped to

show slides of some of the new pictures of

Snodland which have been gathered in the last

year or so. Denis Anstey will give a short

illustrated talk on a local Roman building which

he has been researching. Wine and mince-pies

will be served.

26 January 2000. Philip Lawrence: 'Ladies'

fashion 1300-1650, as seen on monumental

brasses.'

1 March 2000. Jim Preston: 'Industry on the

Medway below Rochester'.

April-May. To be notified.

The Museum

The Millennium Museum.

There is now a matching plaque on the left-hand side.

(Photograph courtesy ofMr. John Soane)

The Museum was opened at 4 p.m. on 2 October

1999 by Jonathan Shaw, M.P. Invited guests

included the Town Council (and some previous

members), committee members of Snodland

Historical Society, the Chamber of Commerce,

representatives from local schools, the Mayor of

Tonbridge and Mailing, representatives from

Moyeuvre-Grande and others who had assisted in

any way with the renovation and displays.

The Museum has been open on Wednesday,

Saturday and Sunday each week from 2 p.m. to 5



p.m. Grateful thanks are extended to all those

members of Snodland Historical Society who

have manned the building since it opened.

Volunteers will continue to be needed: please

sign the form if you are able to help in this way,

or contact Andrew Ashbee. (The Museum will be

closed on 22, 25-26 December 1999 and 1st

January 2000.)

Reaction of visitors has been very favourable,

with many making more than one visit. It is also

gratifying to welcome many former parishioners

who now live away from Snodland - the grape

vine seems to be working very well!

At the time of writing we are still awaiting the

delivery of display cases, and the tapestry will be

dedicated in February before it is added to the

displays.

We are very grateful to many people for

donations and loans of articles and pictures for

the museum or for the Society's own collections:

Mrs J. M. Briggs (photographs); Mr P. Clements

(photographs); Mr J. Coomber (memorabilia);

Mr G. Coulls (boxing programmes); Mr R.

Goodman (Methodist Sunday School banner); Mr

W. Gowar (churn cover and memorabilia); Mr. J.

Hamilton (memorabilia); Mr E. Hucks (First

World War memorabilia, photographs and

Wardona opening souvenir programme);

Moyeuvre-Grande Historical Society and Town

Council (journals, picture, miner's lamp and ore

sample); Mr D. and Mrs M. Penney (pictures,

photographs and memorabilia); Miss E. M. Piper

(photographs); Mr R. Pries (photographs); Mr H.

Sargeant (Home Guard photograph); Mr J. Soane

(photographs); Mrs M. Stockford (photographs

and memorabilia); the late Miss F. Stroud

(photographs); Mr. B. Taylor (memorabilia); the

Misses K and M. Thomson (photographs and

household items); Mrs I. Tobin (photographs and

badge).

Publications

Two new publications have been issued:

Christopher Howick: People of Old Snodland

Remembered, £3. Although sold as a unit this is

printed in two parts, since our do-it-ourselves

technology cannot cope with A5 pamphlets in

excess of 56 pages. Part I has 28 pages (and takes

the story to 1800), while part II has 48 pages for

the years since then.

Peter Wotton and Andrew Ashbee: The Snodland

Clock Tower, £5. 42 pages, A4 size, profusely

illustrated. Peter Wotton lives in Tonbridge and

has taken a great deal of interest in the Clock

Tower. He is an expert on clocks in general and is

anxious that the mechanism as much as the

building should be recognized as worthy of

preservation. We hope that this book will make a

good case for the Clock Tower to be 'listed' - a

copy has been sent as part of a new application

for 'listing'.

All the Society's booklets and other publications

about Snodland are available at the Museum.

Andrew Ashbee's A Little History ofSnodland is

now out-of-print.

Andrew Ashbee is working on a booklet about

Thomas Waghorn and Christopher Howick is

revising and extending his history of Holmesdale

School. Both are planned for publication in 2000.

The summer-house or gazeboformerly at the Lodge,

Thomas Waghorn s home in Snodland.

(Photograph courtesy ofMr. D. and Mrs. M. Penney)



Newspaper Cuttings

Following my appeal in the last Newsletter, Mr

R. and Mrs E. Penny have kindly undertaken to

extract the entries relevant to Snodland from the

Kent Messenger and file them. This will be

invaluable: we have a few earlier cuttings, but no

information regarding date, which makes them

difficult to place! Members will also be interested

to learn that the two scrap-books compiled by the

Women's Institute - one in 1955 and one since -

have been added to the library at the Museum.

William Henry Roberts (1848-1926)

Major in the Queen's Own West Kent Yeomanry

(Photograph, courtesy ofMr P. Clements)

Insurance

The committee has examined the scheme which

is organised by the Kent History Federation on

behalf of its members (of which we are now one)

and has concluded that it will serve us well.

When our current insurance runs out in February

we will transfer to the KHF scheme. The cost will

be in the region of £12 as against the £109 paid

for insurance last year.

Deposit Account

The Treasurer has been exploring which accounts

would give us the best interest for our money

held on deposit and has concluded that a Standard

Life account is the best option. The Committee

has agreed, so negotiations to open such an

account are currently in hand.

Internet

For some time the Society has been planning to

have a web-site on which to announce its

programme of events, publications, and other

news. Denis Anstey is kindly setting this up and

we hope it will be accessible in the near future.

Those who use the Archives Office at the

Medway Council Offices Strood should know

that the catalogues can now be searched via the

Internet. The main Medway Council web site is

http://www.medway.gov.uk (Leisure and Culture

subheading thereafter), but http://cityark.

medway.gov.uk (NB no www) will take you

direct to the archives database. Stephen Dixon,

the Borough Archivist, writes: 'The three query

tools allow users to tailor-make independent,

personal and unique queries relevant to their own

needs. First, a simple text and date criteria query

tool enables interrogation of the database

according to specified criteria, e.g 'dickens'

'higham' '19C which will produce a list

comprising databse entires i.e. document

descriptions conforming to these criteria. The

user may further narrow retreival according to

category of records e.g. parish records, a

particular parish or a level within a parish (e.g.

settlement) from a pull-down menu. Full

instructions are given with this tools and it is

strongly recommended users read them carefully

to obtain full advantage of the service.

Second, an advanced query tool modelled on the

simple tool but offering Boolean, exact phrase

searching and variable numbers of results.

An alternative use of either the simple or advance

tool is to use the pull-down category or folder

menu to browse or scroll a whole category or

collection listing, e.g. all parish records, just a

particular parish or a level of description within a

colllection, without using search criteria. This is

intended to be the equivalent ofbrowsing through

manual or hard-copy lists from our searchroom

shelves.

3 Third, we offer a map graphical query tool - maps



of the Medway Council area, four maps of Kent

(two showing our parish areas), a map of the

British Isles and a world map.'

Snodland History Notes

Plans are in the early stages for a Society

pamphlet which will outline year by year events

in Snodland over the last hundred years or so.

The Chairman has begun reading the Parish

Council minutes from the beginnings in 1894

seeking information for this project. The

following snippets are among items noted.

John May's picture. This well-known picture

hangs in the Medway Room at the Devonshire

Rooms. It was offered to the Parish Council by

Mr Humphrey Wood of Chatham in January

1896. The offer was accepted and the picture was

personally presented by Mr. Wood later that

month. He wrote: 'The painting belonged to the

late Mr John Lewis Livy of Rochester, and was

sold by auction at his house in 1878 when the

family left Rochester soon after his death and I

purchased it of a dealer who bought it at the Sale

... When I purchased it there was an old paper

label on the back of the frame with the words on

it "Mr May of Holborough'". The present brass

plate on the front was added in 1903.

Fire service. Since the Museum occupies the old

Fire Station, the early history ofthe volunteer fire

brigade here is of particular interest. The first

volunteers were approved by the Parish Council

on 2 June 1896: George Taylor; Albert Paddick;

Thomas Banks; Charles Weeden; Thomas

Fletcher; Charles Corney, secretary; James

Woodruff; Harry West; William Reynolds;

Arthur Woodruff, engineer; William Stephens,

sub-captain; Hubert S. Penny, engineer; Thomas

Batchelor; Joseph Woodford, lieutenant; Henry

Beadle, captain. Subsequent appointments and

resignations are entered into the Parish Council

minutes. In these first years the service seems to

have rented premises adjacent to the New

Jerusalem church and the 'appliance' was

provided by the Mid-Kent Water Company.

Various fund-raising events were held to provide

uniforms and equipment and the Misses Hook

bought them helmets in 1898. The firemen were

granted an annual 'outing' (when the Hailing

brigade deputized for them). Apparently a

photograph of the brigade was hung in the

Devonshire Rooms in 1902. Does a copy survive

anywhere?

In January 1896 the Parish Council agreed that

Peters could make a 'tramway' from their wharf

to the railway goods yard. This was in use for

more than 30 years, until the closure of the

works.

Queen Victoria's Diamond Jubilee. A dinner was

held on 30 June 1897 for 150 parishioners aged

60 or more, paid by public subscription. The

Misses Hook presented 60 Jubilee cushions to 30

men and 30 women whose ages were nearest that

ofthe Queen. On 14 July an amalgamated fete for

1100 school children was held in Mr.

Champion's Park, when Mr. W. L. H. Roberts

presented each child with a Jubilee mug. No

doubt more information will be found in

contemporary newspapers.

Charles Godfrey had been headmaster at the National

of Her Must GraetotK MaKtfv Queen -Vienma.

Schoolsfor two years when this picture was taken.

(Photograph given by the Misses K. and M. Thomson.)

In March 1905 a bath chair was presented to the

Parish Council by Mr Clifford and Maude M.

Hook presented them with a child's invalid chair

in September.

19 September 1905. 'Mr Godfrey proposed that a

letter be written to the Vicar of Birling calling

attention to the furious driving of his motor car

through the streets of Snodland, and asking that a

more moderate speed be used in future.'


