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Correspondence

Correspondence and enquiries about the Society
(including applications for membership) should
be addressed to

Dr. Andrew Ashbee, 214, Malling Road, Snod-
land Kent ME6 5EQ (tel 01634-243001; e-mail:
aa0060962@blueyonder.co.uk);

or to the Secretary: Mr. Neil Miners, 13 Gorham
Close, Snodland, Kent ME6 5EZ; e-mail:
neilminers@yahoo.co.uk

Treasurer

We are delighted that Mrs Pat Gest has volun-
teered to be the Society’s Treasurer and we wel-
come her and her husband as new members. All
is now in place after the usual struggle to change
bank details. Many thanks too to Denis Anstey,
who took over the job on a temporary basis in
September, for keeping the society’s finances in
order for several months and to Brenda Ashbee
for dealing with the subscriptions. -

Meetings
Devonshire Rooms, Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Free to
members. Visitors welcome at £1 per meeting.

(For the record): 5§ April 2006. Tony Farnham
made a welcome return and spoke on ‘Finding a
Family. A Personal Journey’: his successful ef-
forts to trace his natural mother and father fol-
lowing his adoption as a baby.

3 May 2006. Mrs Pat Mortlock, a guide at
Ightham Mote, will give an illustrated talk on
‘Ightham Mote: History and Conservation’.

Other forthcoming events
7 June 2006. Andrew Ashbee will give a guided
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tour of All Saints church. Meet at the church at 8
p.m.

5 July 2006. Visit to Cranbrook Museum. This is
an old timber-framed building, parts of which
date back to the 15th century. There are twelve
rooms of exhibits relating to Cranbrook and rural
Kent. We have arrange to meet there at 8 p.m. (a
Wednesday) and are assuming that we will jour-
ney in cars. The list for intending visitors has
been available at recent meetings, but anyone
needing a lift or who has not signed as wishing to
come should contact Andrew Ashbee. The en-
trance fee is £2.00.

8 July 2006 (Saturday). The town’s annual Car-
nival. We will have a stall as usual.

15 July 2006 (Saturday). We are privileged to be
able to host the third conference of the Place-
Names Group of the Kent Archaeological Soci-
ety. This will be at the United Church, High
Street, Snodland, on the above date. Programmes
are available at the Museum or from Andrew
Ashbee. The two speakers, Dr David Parsons,
Director of the Institute for Name-Studies, Uni-
versity of Nottingham, and Dr Paul Cullen, Advi-
sor on Kent names there, are the national experts
in the field and we expect a good turnout from
around the county. The fee is £7. Drinks and
biscuits will be provided, but not lunch. The
programme is: '

10.00 Reception and coffee

10.30 DP: Reintroduction to English Place-
Names

11.30 PC: Current research in Kent
12-30 - 1.30; Break for lunch



1.30: DP; Place-names and the Church
2.00: PC: Local Place-Names
2.45: Discussion/Questions and Coffee

3.30: optional visit to Snodland Millennium
Museum.

Tommy Pinkham Memorial Cross Found
Neil Miners

Squadron Leader Philip “Tommy” Pinkham was
a Spitfire pilot who was shot down and killed on
5" September 1940, crashing into the North
Downs above Birling. Pinkham had joined the
RAF in 1935. He flew numerous aeroplanes

including Bulldogs, Harvards (a training aircraft)
and Hurricanes, and in January 1938 he became
an Instructor at the air fighting school Sutton
Bridge. On 3 June 1940 Piknham was given
command of 19 Squadron at Duxford and was
awarded the AFC on 11 July. Within days the
Battle of Britain had commenced. Men like
Pinkham were to face the Luftwaffe’s Dorniers,
Messerschmitts (Me 109s) and Junkers in a Battle
crucial to the outcome of the War.

On S5th September, eleven Spitfires led by
Pinkham took off at 09:47 hours to patrol
Homnchurch at 15,000ft. An enemy formation of
40 Dorniers 215’s and 40 Me 109s was sighted
over the Chatham/ Ashford/ Medway/ Maidstone
quadrilateral and 19 Squadron engaged. Pinkham
was shot down by the Me 109 fighters and
crashed at the foot of 16 Acres.

A memorial Plaque was erected to mark the crash
site some time after the war. At present it is
unknown when or who erected this plaque. It fell -
into disrepair in the early 1990s and was replaced
by a cross. This cross may have been erected on
the initiative of a Snodland resident, Diane
Atkinson, then living in Mill Lane, who
discovered the dilapidated plaque and wrote to
the Kent Messenger (in August 1993) asking for
information on Tommy Pinkham. Unfortunately
it has not been possible to contact Diane
Atkinson. Just before Christmas last year, several
searches of the area by Neil Miners, secretary of
the Historical Society, failed to locate the cross. It
was feared to have been removed, or to have
fallen down and lost in the undergrowth, as the
last time Neil had seen the cross was six years
earlier, in May 1999.

Searching on the Internet was more successful.
By typing “Tommy Pinkham” into Google.co.uk
gave a link to Key Publishing Aviation Ltd’s
website forum) In the Historic Aviation section
Jon Pinkham, Tommy Pinkham’s nephew had
left a post asking for any information as to the
location of the crash site

http://forum.keypublishing.co.uk/

showthread.php?t=1734 .
Neil contacted by email Jon Pinkham through




Alan Tissington, a collector and researcher of
WWI & WWII militeria, who had contributed
several posts on the forum page. Both Jon and
Alan are from St Albans and it was arranged to
visit the crash site as Jon did not know its
location. Once the site was reached at the foot of
16 Acres another search for the cross began, and
after about ten minutes Jon found his uncle’s
memorial cross. After taking photos Jon visited
the Snodland Museum to show his uncle’s RAF
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Jon Pinkham at the memorial cross

Log Book and Air Force Cross medal to Dr
Andrew Ashbee, chairman of the Historical
Society. We have decided to establish a
permanent display there to Squadron Leader
Tommy Pinkham.

Tommy Pinkham was 25 when he was killed and
he is buried at St Andrews Churchyard,
Kingsbury, Middlesex. Jon has decided to loan
his uncle’s RAF logbook to the Duxford Imperial
War Museum, where it will be shown in the new
exhibition hall when completed this year.

Alan posted on the website forum the news that
we had located the memorial with a photo of Jon
at the cross and a photo of his uncle in RAF
uniform. Another contributor to the forum,
Archie from the RAF, who had helped fill in
details about Tommy Pinkham’s Air Force career
has replied: “well done to all concemed for
ensuring that another of the many will be
remembered.”

‘England’s Past for Everyone’

This project is now well under way and
volunteers will soon begin surveying and
photographing the area and what remains of its
industrial heritage. Snodland has been chosen as
having prime examples of housing built for
workers in the paper and cement industries.
Andrew Hann writes to me: ‘Perhaps members of
the Snodland Historical Society would be
interested in getting involved. The survey would
involve recording architectural details of all pre-
1900 buildings in the town using English
Heritage forms and then taking photographs of

& selected buildings to be mounted later on the

web-site. I hope to be able to appoint an
architectural consultant to assist with the survey,

{ but we will need plenty of bodies on the ground

to collect the data.” Let me know if you would
like to be involved with this.

New Approaches to Community History:
Anglo-French Experiences

A symposium with the above title is to be held at
the University of Greenwich Kings Hill campus
on Friday 5 May. ‘The aim is to foster a
productive  dialogue between academics,
archivists and local historians in the production
of history in all its forms on both sides of the
Channel.” Andrew Ashbee is representing local
historical societies and will speak on ‘The local
historical society in the community’. Apart from
French contributions, other speakers include
Professor Sarah Palmer (University of
Greenwich), Stuart Bligh (Centre for Kentish
Studies) and Aretha George (Victoria County
History). Admission is free but places need to be
booked with Emma Mahoney at
E.L.Mahoney@greenwich.ac.uk before 21 May.

Friends of Medway Archives and
Local Study Centre

The inaugural meeting of the Friends was held at
the Civic Centre, Strood, on April 6th, when the
constitution was agreed and a committee elected.
The aim is to support the work of the Medway
archives by fund-raising and other activities,
including help with cataloguing and






