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Correspondence

Correspondence and enquiries about the Society

(including applications for membership) should

be addressed to

Dr. Andrew Ashbee, 214, Mailing Road, Snod-

land, Kent ME6 5EQ (tel 01634-243001;

e-mail: aa0060962@blueyonder.co.uk);

or to the Secretary:

Mr. Neil Miners, 13 Gorham Close, Snodland,

Kent ME6 5EZ; e-mail: neilminers@yahoo.co.uk

Society Meetings

Devonshire Rooms, Wednesdays, 8 p.m. Free to

members. Visitors welcome at £1 per meeting.

6 April 2005. A demonstration and slide-show

about life in the Iron Age by the 'Cantiaci' Iron

Age Living History group. "The group aims to

represent life as it may have been from around 80

BC to the Roman conquest of 43 AD. Cantiaci

members, wearing archaeologically correct cloth

ing, demonstrate iron age crafts including metal-

working, jewellery, spinning, weaving, natural

dyeing, prehistoric cooking, basketry and pot

tery.'

20 April 2005. Philip Lawrence will give the

second of his two related talks on 'A Kentish

parish in the 1870's - Cliffe at Hoo', which had to

be postponed from March because ofsnow.

4 May 2005. Lt. Col. Mike Martin, late of the

Royal Hampshire Regiment, will give a talk on

'The history of the Victoria Cross and its many

anomalies'.

Advance notice of other meetings

Civic Centre, Strood: Saturday, 30 April

2005: Local and Family History Open Day. 10

a.m. to 4 p.m. (This is the weekend ofthe Sweeps

Festival.) Free entrance. Many local history soci

eties will be present, as will the Kent Family

History Society. We will have a stall and display.

Maidstone Museum: Saturday, 29 October

2005: The History and Archaeology Show.

Following the success of the first show, another

which draws exhibitors and societies from all

over Kent. We will have a stall. Free entrance.

New findings about ancient Snodland

hi the past six months information has come to

hand from three sources, which adds significantly

to our knowledge of ancient Snodland.

(a) One of the Phelps notebooks includes the

earliest account we have of the Roman remains in

the village. Having mentioned the reference in

Lambarde's Perambulation of Kent (1570) to

William Tilghman digging up an urn on Barrow

Hill, he goes on:

' Many other proofs of the Romans having a

Station in this Parish still remain; especially one

of their Roads, which now forms our Northern

Boundary & runs in a line from the Hills to the

River where they crossed & where the Road is

again found pointing directly up from the River.

(* hi digging on the Wouldham side, to make a

sheep wash, it was found that the Bank of the

River had been paved to admit of a Ferry &

facilitate crossing at low water.) The passage

itself is no longer used: but even the Names ofthe

places correspond: this side ofthe Water is called

Holborough & the opposite Scarborough. The

principal traces, however, of the Roman Station

are in the Fields to the North of the Church,

where many extensive foundations of their Build-








