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Correspondence

Correspondence and enquiries about the Society
(including applications for membership) should be
addressed to

Dr. Andrew Ashbee, 214, Malling Road, Snodland,
Kent ME6 5EQ (tel 01634-243001;

e-mail: aa0060962@blueyonder.co.uk);

or to the Secretary:

Mr. Neil Miners, 13 Gorham Close, Snodland, Kent
MES6 SEZ.

Contact by Computer

It has been suggested that some of our members,
especially those who live outside Snodland, would
be happy to receive their Newsletters (and perhaps
sometimes other communications) by e-mail. We
could easily send Newsletters, AGM papers, etc., in
.pdf format, so saving postage and other costs, to
anyone willing to receive them thus. In any case, it
would be helpful for us to have a comprehensive
list of e-mail addresses where members use them. I
have some, but would be glad to hear of others via
aa0060962@blueyonder.co.uk .

Events

Wednesdays, Devonshire Rooms at 8 p.m. unless
otherwise noted.

April 7th Helen Glass, manager of archaeology for
the Channel Tunnel Rail Link will give an illus-
trated talk on the latest finds.

April 21st We are delighted that Robert Ratcliffe
will be able to give his talk on The Railways of
Rochester on this date which unfortunately had to
be cancelled in January because of the snow.
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May Sth Jeremy Ashbee will give an illustrated
talk on Rochester Castle

June 2 Devonshire Rooms, 7.30 p.m. To link with
the 1400 anniversary of Rochester, Rev. Canon Jim
Tipp and Andrew Ashbee give the first of two talks:
‘What has the Church ever done for us?’ This will
be a historical look at the ways in which the Church
has influenced the lives of local communities like
ours. Jim will cover the broad picture, while An-
drew will focus on local examples.

June 5 (Saturday) ‘The History and Archaeology
Show’ at Maidstone Museum. Local societies from
all over Kent (including ours) will have stands. We
propose to take a television to show some of the
audio-visual programmes and other material avail-
able at Snodland Millennium Museum, together
with our range of publications.

June 9 The second of the Tipp/Ashbee talks: 7-30
p.m..

A Society Logo

Almost since the foundation of the So-

A ciety the Committee has from time to
E‘s\ time discussed the adoption of a logo.

Q)| 8=7"| It was decided early on that a Snodland
N | landmark (such as the clock tower)
would not really be suitable of effec-
tive, but other ideas were not readily
forthcoming. However, recently we
have examined two possibilities and Brenda Ashbee
kindly produced ink drawings of each. These were
reduced in size and set alongside sample letter heads
for Society correspondence. The first was based on
the 1487 brass of Edward and Margaret Bischoptre
in All Saints (which was also used for our panel in




the Millennium tapestry) and is shown here. It is
undoubtedly an effective historical image associ-
ated with Snodland. The other was an ibis (as
shown in the letter head above). In a vote the ibis
won. ‘Why an ibis?’, you may ask. That is part of
the fun of having it - something a little different. In
fact the ibis has a closer link with our Society than
the brass. The story is a remarkable one. In 1954
during clearance of the Roman tumulus on the
‘Knob’ it appears that a bronze ibis fell over the
cliff face, unknown to archaeologists or workmen
(and therefore unrecorded by them). It was picked
up later by the quarry nightwatchman, who passed
it to our member Cyril Godding. Cyril ensured that
it reached the Guildhall Museum, Rochester, where
it is still on display. Brenda’s drawing restores the
bird’s feet (lost from the original artifact), but
otherwise copies the shape exactly. The black and
white plumage makes it an Egyptian ibis (the
bronze is of course merely brown), since we as-
sume that it was the association of the ibis with the
Egyptian god Thoth which was the reason for its
presence in the tumulus. There is every likelihood
that at least some local ‘Romans’, including ours,
had middle-eastern origins.

School Competition

The Committee has proposed that the Society inau-
gurates an annual competition for local pupils, so
the text set out below will shortly be sent to the
three Snodland schools and others further afield
attended by Snodland pupils. We have no idea what
response there will be, if any, but the first topic has
been chosen because it fits with the National Cur-
riculum.

SNODLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY COMPETITION

In order to encourage an interest in local history by local
pupils, Snodland Historical Society proposes to hold an an-
nual competition,

" Eligibility:

school pupils living in Snodland parish and any pupil attend-
ing one of the three Snodland schools.

Two classes of entry:

(a) primary school pupils with a minimum age of seven
(a) secondary school pupils

Prizes:
First: £25; Second: £10; Third: £5; in each class of entry

Topic for the 2004 competition:
SNODLAND IN VICTORIAN TIMES
Content:

Primary: a piece of illustrated written work with a minimum
of 300 words

Secondary: a piece of illustrated written work with a minimum
of 500 words

Closing date for Entries: 31 July 2004

To be received at Snodland Millennium Museum, or 214,
Malling Road, Snodland, ME6 5EQ. Please attach a record of
name, address, year age, name of school, to each entry.

Judges to be arranged by the Society, whose decision will be
final. It is hoped to display at least the winning entries at
Snodland Millennium Museum for a time (then they could be
retumed to the winners if wished).

We will mount an exhibition on ‘Victorian Snod-
land’ in the Museum from April to September.

Victoria County History

The Victoria County History series was founded in
1899 and so far has published more than 230 vol-
umes. Of these just three are on Kent, the last
published in 1930. But now the Kent series is being
revived, thanks to the help of a grant from the
Heritage Lottery Fund. This insists on the engage-
ment of volunteers, who ‘will use maps and records
to explore agricultural and industrial change, within
a group of parishes in the Lower Medway valley
under the supervision of a professional historian.’
Snodland is one of the parishes, so we anticipate
being contacted about this during 2004. If any
member would like to be involved with the re-
search, please let me know. The VCH web-site
describes the project as follows:

People and Work in the Lower Medway Valley
1700-1900

The impact of industrialisation on the parishes
surrounding Rochester will be explored in the con-
text of people and work. Some of the parishes
possessed wharves along the Medway and in 1824
a commercial canal joined the Thames with the
Medway at Strood, which is within the study area.
Papermaking, brewing, the cement industry, brick-
making, ship and barge building. seed crushing and
engineering all made their impact on the life of this
district. The study forms a prelude to a major









