
SNODLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

NEWSLETTER

Volume 6, Issue 2 Web-site: www.snodlandhistory.org.uk April 2003

SOCIETY NEWS

Correspondence

Correspondence and enquiries about the Society

(including applications for membership) should

be addressed to

Dr. Andrew Ashbee, 214, Mailing Road,

Snodland, Kent ME6 5EQ (tel 01634-243001;

e-mail: aa0060962@blueyonder.co.uk);

or to the Secretary:

Mr. Neil Miners, 13 Gorham Close, Snodland,

Kent ME6 5EZ.

Meetings

Wednesdays at 8 p.m. in the Devonshire Rooms:

The last meeting of the current season will be

held on May 7th, when Rod LeGeer will give an

illustrated talk on 'Underground Archaeology'.

The following dates have been arranged for next

season's meetings:

2003: October 1:AGM

November 5; December 3

2004: January 28; March 3; April 7; May 5

We will again hope to provide a wide variety of

topics. Tentative plans include return visits from

M. Parkin (Memories of Otford), R. Ratcliffe

(Railways of the Medway Towns) and P.

Lawrence (A Kentish Parish in the 1870's - Cliffe

at Hoo: the first of a two-part account). We also

hope to get in touch again with Mark Turner,

archaeologist for the Channel Tunnel Rail Link,

who offered to return to tell us of work on the

second stage ofthe project.

'AROUND SNODLAND'

As many members already know, 'Around

Snodland' was published on 28th March. It is one

of the series 'Images of England' produced by

Tempus Publications and has been very well

received. It is on sale in many local venues, but

copies purchased by members at the Museum or

at Society meetings will help swell the Society's

funds. The price to members at either place is £9

instead of the £11.99 in the shops. Members who

live away from the area can order direct from

Andrew Ashbee at the £9 rate, with £1 extra for

postage (cheques payable to him, please, not to

the Society).



MUSEUM

Documents and pictures continue to be donated

or loaned. Of particular interest have been items

presented recently following the sad death oftwo

elderly parishioners, Florrie Stroud and Mabel

Fawcett. We are very grateful to their relatives

for thinking of us. Among Mabel's collection are

pictures by David Penney and Elizabeth

Mallinson, a book commemorating the Silver

Jubilee of 1977 compiled at the time by L.

Rayner, and a rare book of religious poems

written by a young teacher at the British Schools,

Ruth Mary Evans, who died at the age of 20. The

poems were discovered by her parents after her

death and as a memorial they had them printed by

Charles W. Sprowson, the first occupant of what

became Hambrook's shop (now the Gift and Card

Gallery). There are also several local church

guides and other pamphlets. Mabel had also

acquired the 'Veles Garden 1932' tablet formerly

on the houses facing the High Street which were

demolished before the building of the by-pass.

In her lifetime Florrie had loaned us various

photographs to copy (still with the family). Her

nephew Phillip has generously put on permanent

loan other items from her collection, including a

ticket and programme of the official opening of

Snodland Central School, several New Church

magazines, including one immediately following

the death of Agnes Hook in 1903, and several

Parish Church magazines, especially a splendid

run from the mid-1950s, written by Rev.

Darlington. To these Phillip has added a

collection of Congregational Church magazines

which include memories of old Snodland written

by his mother, an illustrated book of a Scout

camp and a fine collection of old trade bills from

Larkfield and Snodland (1890s-1918).

In 1975 Phillip was allowed to make a catalogue

of the archives of the New Church, which he did

very thoroughly and he has presented a copy of

his list to the Museum. It contains over 145

items. Many are nineteenth century letters

regarding ministers, but there are other more

substantial items like account books. There are

many photographs of ministers and others which

older parishioners will remember gracing the

walls ofthe Devonshire Rooms years ago. Access

to technology was limited thirty years ago, so

Phillip was unable to make copies of the

collection, with a few important exceptions. One

is the sale catalogue of property following the

death of Maud Midsummer Hook in 1930. This

includes detailed descriptions of Veles, the

British Schools, and several other smaller sites.

There are two paintings, probably by Agnes

Hook, which are something of a puzzle. One is of

the bend in the river (with barge) and a distant

church, probably Burham to judge by the

doorway into the tower—but if so it is inaccurate

in the alignment oftower and nave!

The other view is not securely identified, but we

think it is probably of the buildings pulled down

to make way for the New Jerusalem church.

Happily our member Roy Penny made slides of

both pictures in 1975.

The question is: is this archive still extant?



Unfortunately letters to the owner enquiring

about it have gone unanswered. We know it was

not removed when the Swedenborg Society took

the registers for storage in its headquarters in

Bloomsbury, so hope that it is still lurking

somewhere in the building. If so it should be

rescued as soon as possible for proper

cataloguing and deposit in an appropriate archive.

Mr Dennis Foreman of Maidstone has presented

details of his family history and an original

indenture of 2 May 1903 in which George

Thomas Foreman was apprenticed to Joshua

Wilford.

Our member Mr Raymond Hillier has presented

some slate pieces found behind a skirting board

in Holborough Road, which appear to have been

used in school work - perhaps the nearby British

Schools.

Following sale of the Charles Spencelaygh

picture of Snodland Ferry, John Soane

commissioned a copy in oils by local artist David

Knight and has kindly presented it to the

Museum. It is a very fine copy for which we are

very grateful. Remarkably a pack of Spencelaygh

postcards has now been produced in which the

Snodland picture features not only as one of the

cards, but also on the outside ofthe pack.

Family History

We get lots of enquiries world-wide about

Snodland parishioners from people engaged in

tracing their families. Many of these make use of

the lists we have put on the Society web-site, but

currently these lists are concentrated on the pre-

1800 years. Furthermore not all have access to

the Internet or wish to use it. Nevertheless for us

it is very convenient and a great saving in time

when replying to be able to copy material held on

our computers. So it is worth setting out here

what progress has been made and where the

material can be found. On the web-site and on

computers in the Museum are:

1) pre-1400 parishioners (an alphabetical list)

with all details known (including wills, etc.)

2) 15th century parishioners (as above): known to

be active from 1400 and dying by 1500.

3) 16th century parishioners (NB Snodland parish
register entries begin in 1559).

4) 17th century parishioners. This section is in

hand and not yet available.

5) 18th century parishioners. (NB

Churchwardens' and Overseers' Accounts begin

in Snodland in 1769. Land Tax from 1780. Most

names from these are included.)

From 1800 onwards we are compiling a large

database from parish registers, censuses, and all

other material that comes to hand. Currently this

is held on the Museum computers only and we

have no plans at present to put it on the Internet.

We have yet to transcribe parish register entries

c. 1890-1901. Work is nearly completed on

adding details from the 1901 census to the

database and this revised version will be copied

to the Museum computers in a few weeks. Once

these tasks are completed we may produce a

CD-ROM, but that is still some way off.

Censuses: transcripts of the Snodland censuses

1841-1891 are complete and held both on

computer and paper copies at the Museum. That

for 1901 should be completed and added very

shortly. In any case we have a fiche copy of the

1901 census for Snodland and other local

parishes which can be viewed. Now that Ham

Hill is a part of Snodland, we are transcribing

relevant entries from the Birling censuses, but

currently have completed only 1861, 1891 and

1901. (NB a boundary change means that some

properties in Birling in 1891 were listed in

Snodland in 1901.) We have on order a CD-ROM

which is to be produced of the 1861 census for

the whole of Kent (images of the original

documents). We also have the entire National

1881 census published on CD-ROMs by the

Mormons.

Registers. Our membership of the Kent Family

History Society has allowed us to purchase

cheaply microfiche copies of local parish

registers transcribed many years ago under the

Collyer-Fergusson scheme. We have:




