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SOCIETY NEWS

Correspondence

Correspondence and enquiries about the Society
(including applications for membership) should
be addressed to

Dr. Andrew Ashbee, 214, Malling Road,
Snodland, Kent ME6 SEQ (tel. 01634-243001;
e-mail: aa0060962@blueyonder.co.uk);

or to the Secretary:

Mr. Neil Miners, 13 Gorham Close, Snodland,
Kent ME6 SEZ.

- Meetings

Dates of the meetings for the 2002-2003 season
have been fixed as October 2nd [AGM];
November 6th; December 4th; January 29th
2003; March 5th; April 2nd. Now that we are
well-established, we will ascertain whether
members would like us to add at least one other
meetﬁ‘ig (in May). Speakers have yet to be fully
arranged, but we have invited Monty Parkin from
Sevenoaks to speak on the long history of
Sevenoaks market (All who have heard him
speak very highly of his lectures); Brian Hussey
from Meopham, on airships; Philip Lawrence, on
St Michael’s, East Peckham (postponed from this
season); Robert Ratcliffe on the River Medway;
and the usual slides at the December meeting.
Following the AGM we will explore the shops of
Snodland - where were they and whose were
they? - part of a project which will also be
featured in ‘Town Talk’.

Members will be saddened to learn that Kenneth
Whitehorn died in January, aged 81. He will long
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be remembered for his knowledgeable and
enthusiastic talks given to us on Illuminated
Manuscripts, Anglo Saxon Jewels, and The
Vikings, illustrated by magnificent slides.

The Boundary Walk

This year the Boundary Walk will be held on
Sunday, 19th May. Meet at Oastpark Golf Club
car park (Ham Hill) at 10.a.m. (finish c.4 p.m. - 5
p.m.). Distance 12 miles, with stops at Brookland
Lake pavilion, Upper Halling, and Dode church
(where lunch will be taken). Dogs and
accompanied children are welcome. Further
details from Neil Miners (tel.: 01634-242604).

Town Talk

The summer issue of ‘Town Talk’ (published
mid-June) will be a special enlarged edition to
celebrate the Golden Jubilee. The Editor is
hoping to include parishioners’ memories of the
past fifty years, so if you can put pen to paper

" wwith any, he will be extremely grateful. He is also

looking for couples celebrating their own Golden
Jubilee this year, Snodland persons who have met
the Queen, or who have received public honours
during her reign, and persons born on Coronation
Day (2 June 1953). Contact: The Editor, “Town
Talk”, 30, High Street, Snodland. Relevant
photographs would also be welcomed.

Pamphlets and Books

We have not produced any pamphlets for some
time, partly because we were engaged in
compiling the book of photographs for European
Library, and partly because a good deal more
research is needed to complete any of the various
projects currently in hand. Work on these will



continue,

However, as we go to press, we have been invited
by Tempus Publishing Ltd. to compile another
photographic book: ‘Around Snodland’ - aiming
for publication in the Spring of 2003. Tempus
books are high quality productions of 128 pages,
with around 200 pictures and relatively short
captions. We would aim to use different images
from the ones included in the European Library
volume, probably incorporating some extra-
parochial material from Birling and Halling.
Current shop prices are £10.99, but terms
promised are good, with a royalty paid to the
Society and the opportunity to buy copies for sale
at a good discount.

A Lost Picture

Among items recently donated to the Society by
Ted Gowers, historian of Halling, was a
photocopy of the fine picture reproduced here.

apparently from a similar catalogue, but
unfortunately neither can be dated. We estimate
10-15 years ago at least. Further enquiries by
Denis Anstey led to a colour photograph of the
picture held at Maidstone Museum in a file, but
again no details of the picture’s whereabouts.
Spencelayh was a local artist, born in Rochester,
but best known for painting people in domestic
settings rather than landscapes. Rochester
Museum has a (so-far uncatalogued) collection of
his papers and correspondence. We would like to
trace the picture and if possible acquire a decent
print or copy. Unfortunately Spencelayh’s
original paintings seem to cost in the region of
£60,000!

1901 Census

Members will be aware that the aim of providing
the 1901 census details via the Internet crashed on
the first morning due to overwhelming demand.
Work is still in progress in trying to rectify the

It clearly came from an old sale catalogue and the
caption reads: ‘Charles Spencelayh H.R.B.S.A.,
R.M.S.,, V.P.B.W.S. (1865-1958) “Snodland
Ferry, Kent” Oil on canvas—16 by 20 inches 41
by 51 cms. Signed and dated 1893, signed again
and inscribed on reverse’. When the print was
produced at a Committee meeting, Valerie Fiddes
recollected having a similar picture, also

problem. We have a link to the PRO
information web-site to keep us up-to-date with
progress. It would appear that societies such as
ours may now be able to acquire microfiche of
‘their parish’, but information currently
remains sketchy. We do hope to purchase
appropriate records (ideally some of Birling/
Lower Birling and Halling too), so will
continue to monitor the situation.

The Museum

To commemorate the Jubilee, between April
and September we will put on display some
appropriate documents and commemorative
articles from previous royal events, which we
have to hand. This will replace the exhibition
of old pictures relating to All Saints. Roy
Penny has kindly given us slides of the 1977
Silver Jubilee floats and procession which have
also been made into a computer ‘slide show’.

Work continues on scanning pictures and
arranging them into ‘slide shows’ on the
computer, which can be viewed by visitors. We
hope soon to work on more short audio-visual
presentations on Snodland topics. One on
Waghorn will probably be the first.



Acquisitions and loans since December 2002 in-
clude: '

(a) photocopies of two more of the National School
log-books: Boys: 1891-1930; Girls: 1896-1930
(originals loaned by kind permission of the head-
master, Mr R. Hoskin).

(b) papers concerning T.W.Mayatt, Walter Mayatt
and Albert Mayatt in World War I (originals loaned
by Mrs R. Crouch)

(¢) Published memoir of Agnes Darlington Hook,
1904 (original loaned by Mrs D. Allingham), to-
gether with other photographs.

(d) Photograph Album of Brownies, 1980s-1990s
(donated by Mrs E. Penny.) '

(e) Snodland cruet set (china) with view of top of
High Street. (Spotted at a recent jumble-sale and
donated by Mrs T. Andrews).

(f) Several photographs, mostly of Ham Hill and of
Holborough cricket teams (donated by Mr D.
Fielder). '

(g) Audio tape of evensong at All Saints, 19527
(donated by Mrs Mabel Fawcett).

(h) Many slides of Silver Jubilee; building of Scout
Hut, etc. (donated by Mr Roy Penny).

(i) Copies of family and other photographs (Mr
Broad of Teston; Mrs M. Mills; Mr Don Andrews
of Canada; Mr R. Coomber; Mrs M. Stockford of
Halling; Mrs G. Smith).

(j) Two agreements for letting lands, part of Covey
Hall farm,1886; 1858: deed for Rising Sun; ac-
count of Holborough cement works by Mr Todd of
Halling; sale of fittings of Holborough Court, 1932;
photographs; pamphlet: around the works, Holbor-
ough, 1953; sale of Ivymeath, 1906 (donated by Mr
E. Gowers of Upper Halling). '
(k) A few papers concerning Snodland Rifle Club,
¢.1910-11 (donated via the Town Council). '
Some of these are mentioned again below.

World War I: Cenotaph names

The response to our request in the last Newsletter
and in the Kent Messenger for information on
Snodland men killed in the Great War has been
most encouraging. Tony Grant has been contacted
by many people and we have received information
and photographs which are building into an impres-

Thomas Wenham, son of James and Elizabeth of 6, Covey
Hall Place, but resident in Regina, Canada. He served with
the Canadian Infantry (Western Ontario Regiment), 47th Bn.,
and was killed in action by shrapnel, on 27 September 1918.

sive file. In due course we will hope to filter some
of this information into a Society pamphlet, but
there are many unanswered questions and gaps in
the story yet to be found. We have put a list of the
men and such service details as we know on our
web-site. Leads on Brooks, Dack, Fremlin (2),
Fullman, Godden, Hodges, Lipscombe, Mayatt (3),
Roots, State (2), Wells and Wenham have already
been forthcoming, together with information on
where and when they died - and on brothers who
survived the conflict. Tony is in touch with several
‘experts’ who have researched particular regiments
or conflicts and they too are looking for informa-
tion for us.

A Memorial of Agnes Hook

Three years ago I was alerted to the existence of a
book connected with the Hook family, in the pos-
session of a local dealer. Last summer it was briefly
shown to me and offered for sale to the Society at
£500, it being ‘the only one’. Since it was a printed
book, this seemed unlikely, and at that price the
offer was declined. Patience had its reward when
Mrs Allingham told me she had a copy of a printed






