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SOCIETY NEWS

Correspondence and enquiries about the Society
(including applications for membership) should
be addressed to Dr. ‘Andrew Ashbee, 214,

'Malling Road, Snodland, Kent ME6 SEQ (tel.

01634-243001; e-mail (changed number), now:
aa0060962@blueyonder.co.uk, or to the Sec-
retary, Neil Miners, 13 Gorham Close, Snodland,
Kent ME6 SEZ.

Dates

The following dates have been set for next season
- all on Wednesdays at 8 p.m. at the Devonshire
Rooms. Topics shown for the first three meetings
are provisional.

3 October 2001: AGM. Denis Anstey and
Andrew Ashbee will talk about their research into
the local landscape.

7 November 2001; Kenneth Whitehorn on ‘The
Vikings’

5 December 2001: the usual evening of slides of
old Snodland, with light refreshments.

In 2002: 30 January; 6 March; 3 April; 2
October: AGM

Forthcoming Events

Saturday, April 14th at Snodland Millennium
Museum, 2 to 5 p.m. Michael Lewis, Finds
Liason Officer for Kent, will be conducting a
finds identification and recording day.
Wednesday, July 4th at the Devonshire Rooms,
7-30 p.m.

As part of the Carnival Festival Week Andrew
Ashbee will give a slide show of Old Snodland.

We anticipate that Snodland Historical Society
will again have a stall at the Carnival.

April 2001

Publications

Pamphlet No. 15 has been published: Memories
of Snodland in War-Time 1939-1945 (37 pages;
£2). The framework is provided by a list of
‘events’ compiled by Fred Stone when in the
ARP, together with extracts from Mrs Daphne
Baker’s (Prett) memoirs for the period. In
addition there are contributions from Patrick L.

‘Johnson, son of the New Jerusalem minister, the

Kert Messenger accounts of the land mine on the
Gas Works (21 Feb 1941) and the flying bomb in
Malling Road (5 Aug 1944), Mrs June Briggs
(Gore), Mrs Marjorie Penney (Amos), Mrs
Mildred Ashbee and Mr John Hamilton.

David and Marjorie Penney have kindly made
some beautiful cards of Snodland to be sold in
aid of the Society. We are most grateful to them
for this gesture. The cards will be on sale at
Society meetings and at the Museum at 50p each
(with envelope). Each comprises a real photo-
graph mounted on good quality card, with caption
provided by David, and a blank interior. Marjorie
is a highly talented photographer and has made
Snodland look like a beautiful place! Many of the
scenes are of the country parts of the parish as
well as of the ‘town itself and there is a wide
variety of images.

Book of Photographs

As reported in the last Newsletter, we have been
invited to make up a book of photographs of
Snodland for a commercial publisher. The
Committee has discussed the venture and after
seeking various assurances about copyright and
other matters is pleased to give it its blessing.
‘Snodland in Old Picture Postcards’ will be the
title, although several of the images will not be
from actual postcards. The book will be
published by European Library of the
Netherlands, who have already produced a series



of over 5000 similar books, which
members may have seen - at the 8
present time there are around 30 .
concerning Kent. They will be [
available in bookshops (the}
current price is £9.95), but we [
plan to sell them at the Museum [
too and at Society meetings, J§
where we hope to offer them to %
members at a special price of
about £8. The book will contain |
76 pictures, each with extensive
captions (written by Andrew
Ashbee). Work is nearly complete
and the copy should be sent to the
firm during April. We guess it
may be available during the
summer or autumn.

Internet

The Society’s web-site has changed (see below).
Many thanks are due to Denis Anstey for setting
this up and maintaining it. He is currently
revising the homepage and index so that our
plans for a wide variety of topics can be accessed
more easily.- We intend to provide a series of
short historical studies about Snodland. Several
of these will be based on sections from Andrew
Ashbee’s 4 Little History of Snodland, which has
been out of print for some time. Also, many of
you will have read our member Tony Grant's
. article about Sergeant Thomas Harris VC MM in
Town Talk. For reasons of space the article was
abridged and we plan to give a full version on the
web-site. (Harris was not a Snodland man, of
course, but was local.) An account of Thomas
Waghomn is already included and we hope to add
a list of the Society’s Waghorn archive shortly.
Judge Dread is another local celebrity who
should receive notice. Denis writes:

The Society has now purchased its own Internet
address. We are now www.snodlandhistory.org.
uk and NOT degian.demon.co.uk. Our site gives
information on our aims, membership, forth-
coming meetings, publications, museum and
links to other sites. We would like to hear your
views regarding the content of the site. What
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This lovely picture is of Willow Walk in 1937, Percy Amos
is on the bridge. Photograph from the collection of David
and Marjorie Penney.

would you like to see? What would you find
useful?

Our new web-site is hosted by Medway Internet,
who make the following offer:

- If your e-mail address looks a little strange or too

anonymous -  David829@aol.com  or
pamela@smith.freeserve.c.uk - and you'd like
something reflecting your real name and where
you live, Medway Internet can help - and
Snodland Historical Society can benefit too. Ring
Medway 845839 for details.

Medway Internet is marketing e-mail address
bearing the form @SnodlandKent.com - so you
can be D.Andrews@SnodlandKent.com or
PamelaSmith@SnodlandKent.com. These
addresses can be forwarded to your existing
mailbox, or you can use these addresses in an
entirely new mailbox. Prices are £10 per year,
and Snodland Historical Society receives a £2
commission on each sale.

Similar arrangements can be made for local
businesses - please enquire.

New Equipment

At the time of writing we have just completed
purchase of the equipment for which we were






